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ISTRESSE CARIE, 
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Since my fir{t zeale of prin-. 
;.nge this worke 1 haue han, 
two notable obieftions : the faſt ) 


becauſe IT could not vſe means 
more effefuall to diſcourr my | j ? 


Wne Vnworcbines : : the ott p/ 
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3 Tar EPISTLE 
| { if in tle Epiſtle Dedicato- 
rie which was left to mee.) I 


Should ſpeake of your worth 


and vertue, accordinge to my | 
owne conſcrence, to them Whoe 
know you not T 5hould be 
tchoughtextreamlie toflatter ; to| 
obuas-chem that know you ma«|* 
litious or ignorant. Theſe are|. 
the reaſons which ſtaied the|* 
printinge of it , &3 cauſed mee| 
. ro ſeeke to ingage ſome in the| 


makinge of an Epiſile,whoe by|. 


reaſon of theare neerenes to you, 
> might ſeeme to ſome to be exclu-| 
ded fromir, butto mee moſt fitt,| 
thinkinge noe other worthie to| 
 \commende yow, Hee that tranſ- 

=_ :::.- lated] 


*- 


DEDICATORIE. - 
lated part of ir(whoe I am ſure © 
hath a prime place in your me- 
| morie)intended ir to you,but ſence 
|.death preneted him from doinge 
this (though T hope it hath ind- 
bleled bim to doe you better ſers 
aiceby prayinge for you CT ail 
your familiein heauen ) I baus 
taken vpon mee to ſupplie his | 
place in finishinge &* dedica« | 
tinge this to you. Our holie Fa= | 
ther S. Benedi® Whoſe Rule | 
in our time hath neuer bene 
Wholie tranſlated in to the 
Englich tonge , deſerues a 1= 

werer reſpect from all the world, 
but eFpecially from English 


| men , fance his children Cannot I = 


- 
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Ther EPiSTLE 

be aented the honor of conuer- 
tinge this country to the faith of 
Chrift, And for this preſent of 
S. Benedifts ro my country, part 
of the obligation is due to you 

| for whom it was principallie 
done. God bleſſe you with perſe- | 
werace inthoſe piftes hee hath be- 


ſtowed vpon you,and tothat end | 
hee shall be often ſolicited by. 


aetdes ellr art att ads 


amen - S * 
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| Your denoted bead{man. 
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THE SEGOND BOOKE 


OL THE DIALOGVES 


OF 


|S. GREGORIE 


_ CONTAINING THE LIFE 


AND MIRACLES 
OE S. BENEDICT. 


SDeeygy, EntDiCT bleſſed by 

11 NY NS name and grace was a 
Dd man of venerable lite, 
& from hisverycchild hood 
=KXL orave and ſtayed for his 
demeanonr ſurpaſling his age; he gaue 


himſelfe co no difport or pleaſure; bur 
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ſciences. But when he ſaw there many 


maine knowledge , he might allo fall 


| goods, he deſired onely to pleaſe god 


ned. I havenor attained vnto all this 


who ſucceded him inthe gouernment 


The -life of our | 
lining heere vpon earth , he deſpiſed 
the world with allthe glory thereof ar] 
ſuch time as he might haue moſt] 
Freely enioyed it. He was borne in the 
prouinceof Nurſta, and from thence 


lent tv Rome to ſtudy the liberall 


through the vnecuen 'pathes of vice 
runne headlong to their owne ruine, 
he drew back his foot , but new (et wn | 
to the world, leaſt in the {earch of hu- 


in to the ſame dangerous precipice: 
Thus cotemnin 


FRm_ and ſtudies, 
& abandonning his fathers howſle and 


nA vertuouslife. So that he departed 
SKilfully ignorant , and wiſely vniear- 


man did, but theſe few things wich I 
heere ſet downe were - related vnto 
me by fower of his difciples, namely 
Conſtantine a very Reuerend man 


of the Monaſtery in monte Caſlino. 


Valeminiane who for many yeares __ 
Ruie 


take himſelfe to the deſert,accompas» 


+ 
: 
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holy Father St. Benedi?, -. + 
Rule in the Monaſtery of Lateran: 
Simplicius liKewiſe who was third ſu» 
periour of that Conuent afcer him, 6 
Honoratus who yet gouerneth thg: 
Monaſtery which he farkt inhabited. 


How St. Benedics miraculouſly 
made P/ole a brooken. 


feue, 
Cruan LF. 


Enedidt hauing now lefe the: _ 
{chooles reſolued forth with to bee: 


j 
nied onely. with his nurſe who moſt: 
tenderly. loued him, and would. by: 
no meanes part from him, Comming: 
therefore to a place called Suftde , and: 
remaining for ſ6ne time inthe church: 
of S, Peter by che charitable invite- 
ment of many. yertuous people. who 
lived therefor deuorion; So 1t chanced: 
that his nurſe borroed of. a neighbour: 
alieuetocleanſe wheate, which. being: 
left carelefly.vpon therable was found, 

"7 As broken: 
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_ church dooreeucn vatillthe troubles 


4 The bife of ouy 
brokTintwo peeces. Wherefore at her 
retourne finding it broke, she beganto 
weepe bitterly becauſe it was onely 
lent her. Bur Religious and pious Bene- 
di&,ſeeing his Nurſe to lament in that 
manner was mooued with compaſlton, | 
and taking with him the two peeces | 
of che broKenſtcue, with tezres he fell 
co his prayers , which no ſooner ended, 
buthe found the fieue whole and found 
not any ſigne remaining that it had 
becnebroken. The aceltmily retourn- 
ing to hisnurſc he reſtoredto her the 
fieue wholeto her exceeding comfort. 
This miracle was dinulged vnto all 
that lived thereabout, and ſo much ad- 
mired by all,chatthe in habitans of that | 
place cauſed the ſameto be hanged vp 
in the church porch , that not onely 
thoſe who werethenliuing,but all po-« 
ecity might know with how great 
res of grace Benedidt was endoued 
rom the. begining of his conuerſion. 
The fieue remained to be ſeene for 
many yeares after, and hung ouerthe 


of 


hoty Fathzr St. Benedif. | 
of the Longobardes. Bur Benediu 
more deſirous to ſuffer croſles and af- 
flictions in this world , then couetous 
of praiſe, and rather willing to vn-_ 
dergoe labours for the honoure of 
God, then to be extolled wich the fa- 
ors of this world, fled ſecretly from 
his nurſe to a remote placein the deſert 
called Sublacus,diſtant forty miles from 
Rome, in which a fountaineſpringing 
with coole , and chriſtall waters, ex- 
tendeth ir ſelfe at firſt in to 4 broade 
lake, and running farther with - en- 
creale of waters, be cometh at the laſt 
a river. As he was trauelling to this 
place, a certaine Monke called Roma - 
nus mett him,and asked whither he 
was poing, hauing vnderſtood hisin- 
tention, heboth Kepr ir ſecrett, and 
affoarded him his belt helpe, moreouer 
he gaue bim a Religious habite and 
a{liited him in all chings. The man of 


' Gad being come tothis place, lined for 


the ſpace of three yeares in an obſcure 
caue vaknowne to any man except 
Romanus the Monke, who lived not 
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6 The life of our 


far of in a Monaſtery gouerned by fa: 
Theodacus, from whence he would 
piouſly ſtealeforth , and vpon certaine 
dayes bring to Benedict aioafe of bread 
w hich he had {pared from his owne al- 
lowance. But there being no way to 
the caue from Romanus his cell by 
reaſon of a ſteepe and higerock y hich 
huvg over it, Romanus vſed to lett 
downe the loafe by a long corde to 
which allo he faſtened alitle bell, that 
by the ſound of it the man of God 
mightknow wacn Romanus brought 
himthe bread, Buttheoid enimie en- 


Uying the charity of the one, and the 


refection of the other, when ona cer- 
taine day he beheld the bread lere 
downein this manver, threw a ſtone 

nd brake it. Not withſtanding Ro- 


manus afterward failed not to aſlit him 


inthe beſt manner he was able. Now 
when it pleaſed thediuine goodnes to 
free Romanns from his labours, and 
manifeſt ro the world thelife of St. Be- 
nedict for an example toall men, that 
the candle ſer vpoua caudleſtick might 
1 --.. >. uw 


” =. 


holy Father St. Benedict. 7 

Shine , and gine light ro the whole 
hurch of God,our Lord youchſafedto 
appeare toA certaine prieſt lining far 
of, who had made ready his dinnerfor 
alter day, ſaying to him, thou halt 
prepared good cheare for thy (elfe, and 
my ſeruant in ſuch a place1s famished 
for hunger,who prelently roſe vp, and 
on the ſolemne day of Eaſter went to- 
rards the place with ſuch meate as 
1e had prouided for himſcite, where 
ſeeking the man ofGod amongſt crag- 
pie oc winding vallies and hollow 
pics, he found him hidde in a caue. 
en after prayers,and thankesgiuing 

Ko Godthey lat downe, and after ſome 
Wpicituall diſcourſe the Pricſt iaid, Riſe 
Brother and letvs take our refeftion, 
for this is Eaſter day. To whom the 
man of God anſwered, I know it is 
Eaſter with me, becauſe 1 haue found 
o much fauourinthe (ightof God, as 
tus day toenioy your company. ( For 
ot hauing a long time conuerled with 
en, he did not Know ir was Eaſter 
Jay.) The good Prickdid therefore a- 
| =_ gaine 
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The life of our 
gaineafhrme ir, ſaying trulie this is the 
day of our Lori: Relurcection, and 
therefore it is norfitt you shou!d Keepe 
abltinence,and for this cauſe I am ſent 
that wee may eatecogether,that which 
Allmighty God hath pleaſed to beitow 
ypon vs. Wherevponthbey ſaid grace, 
and fell co their meate; their diſcourſe 

and dinner ended the prieft retourned[h 
to his church. About che ſame timeſk 
certaine shepheards found him hid inſt 
a cave , who at the firfteſ{pieing himſa 
amongſt the bushes cloathed in the} 


| skinnes of beaſts, tooke him for ſome[j 


wilde beaſt ; bur afterwards Knowing |t 
him to bea man of God, many of them|[ 
were conuerted fcom their ſauadge life|f 
to vertue. By this meanes his name be-[f 
ganneto be famousinthe country;and |} 
many did reſort vnto him bringing] 
with them neceſlaries for hiscorporall|f 


nourishment, for which they ceceiued |} 


ſpicitua{] foode, 
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nd] How he evercam 2 grienons tentation 
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{p He Holy man being on a certaine 
le 


day alone, the temptour was at - 


ed|hand, & in thelikeneſſof a litle black 
nelbird commonly called an owzell began 
Injto flieabourthisface, and that ſo neare, 
mſand ſo often as he might haue taken 
1eſher with his hand ; But no ſooner had 
[he bleſſed himſe'fe with the (ligne of 
g[the croſſe, butir vanished. When pre- 
Niſently ſo great a carnall tentation af- 
e[{ailed him, that in his life he never had 
-{felt the like. For the remembrance of 
t]z woman which ſometime he had 
2 [{ecne was ſo lively repreſented to his 
lfancy by the wicked ſpirict, and ſo ve- 


i[hemently did her image inflame his : 


breaſt with luſtfull deſires, that almoſt 
ouercome with pleaſure, he was deter- 

ining toleaue the wildernes, But ſud- 
| Ainly affiied with diuine grace, he 


Came 


Holy Father St. Benedi. 9 
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fs; - The life of OAY 


came to himſelfe, and\cing neare him 


a thicket full of nettles and bryars, he 
threw of his garments, and caſt him- 


ſelfe naked in to the middeſt of them, 


there wallowing and rooling himſelfe 


in thoſe sharpethornesand nettels; ſo 


that when he roſe vp, his body was all 
pittifully rent and torne.. Thus by the 
wounds of his flesh, he cured thoſe of 


his ſoule by tourning pleaſure in to 


paine, and by the vehemence of out- 
ward torments, he extinguished the 


volawfull flame which burnt within 
him, ouer coming ſinne by changing 


the fire. After which time as he him» 
ſelfe related to his diſciples, he was (oe 
free from the like temptation, that he 
neuer feltany ſuch motion. Many af-' 


oO OY 


ter this beganne to forſakethe world; | 


| and put themſelues vnder his gouern-' 


ment; for being now altogether free: 
from vice, heworthily deſerued to be: 
made a Mailter of yertue, As'in Exo-: 
dus God commanded'by Moyſes, that 
the Leuites should from fine and: 
twenty yearesand 'vpwatd, and afcer 


} 
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I holy Father St. Benedif?, If 
nifty yeares they . Should be appoin- 
hef:<dto kcepethe holy vchels. 


m, Peter, 
fe = 
fly Haue already vnderſtood ſome- 


all thing of this teſtimony alleadged, 
eſt 1 pray make it more plaine ynts 
P 
to ; 


0 Gregory. 


NYT is manifeſt Peter that in youth 
8SEAthe tentations of the flesh are ' 
- Foreate, bur after fifry naturall heate 
= [waxeth colde;Now the {oules of good 
© Einen are the holy vellels , and there- 
= fore while the elect arte in tentation it 
5 flis neceilicy that they live vnder obe- 
dience, and be Wearied with labours, 
but when by reaſon of their age the 
feruor of temptation is alwaged , they 
are ordained keepers of holy veſ- 
ſels , that is become inſtructours of 
ſoules. | 
| Pe- 


by 
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the venerable man Benedict, and with 
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12 The life of cus 
Peter, 


Confclle you haue ginen me full 

{atisfaction, and therefore this place 
ot {criprure being clearely expounded 
I pray goe on with the holy mans 
like. 
How St, BenediCt brakes aolaſſe in peeces 

by makinz the ſrgne of the 
holy croſjc. 


CHAP, III. 


Auing thus yanquished this. 

tentation , the man of God 
like 4 good foile well manured and | 
weeded, brought forth aboundant 
fraite cf the {ecce of yertue, So that ] 
the fame of his {anQtiry beganne to | 
ſpread it ſeife more largely, Not far of | 
wasa Monaſtery whoſe Abbat being | 
dead the whole Conuent repaired to 


earncit perſaſtons requeſted him for 
| their 


holy Father St. P:nedift. Is 


their Abbot, which tie refuſed for 4. 


longetime, forewarning them that his 
manner of life and theirs were not a- 
, greable; yet artlengih ouer come with 
importunity he gaue his conſent, But 
\v hen in the ſame Monaſtery he be- 


that none of the Monkes ( asin former 
time) were permitted by their difor- 
icrts [werue any way fromthe path 
f vercue,they repented therſelues of 
ther choiſe in receiving him for their 
Superiour, Whole integrity of life was 
i{proportionable ro their peruerſenes, 
\nd therefore when they perceitied 
bemſclues reſtrained from vniawfull 


Ires, and hardit wasto relinquish old 
tuſtomes, and beginne a new life: be- 
ide the conuerſation of good men is 
lwayes odious to the wicked, they 
Xepanc thereforeto plot his death , 6c 
frer conſultation had together , they 


, [which cotainedtheempoiſencd drinke 
ras accordivg to the cuſtome of the 


2 | Mo- 


* 


ganne to oblerue Regular diſcipline, ſo 


icts, it greiued themto leaue their de- | 


oiſened his wine. So when theglaſe 


 1n it thedrinke of death which could 


14 The life of our 
Monaſtery preſented at table to b 
| blefled by the Abbot, Benedict putting 
forch his hande and maKnig the ſigni 


of the croll,, the gla{le which was hel, 
far of preſently braKcin peeces, as il 
in ſtead of bleflingit, he had throwng 
a (toneagainſt it. By this the man ol 
God perceaued eaſely that the glaſſ hac 


el 


not indurethe ſigne of life.So preſently 
riling vp with a mild and cheerefu] 
countenance, hauing called the Bre 
thren together, he rhusſpake vnto the® 
Almightyj God of his mercy forgiug 
you Brethren , why hane you deal 
thus with me? Did not I fortell'yo d 
that my miner of life and yours would" 
not agree: Goe and feeke A Superiougſ" 
to your liKing,for you can haue me nc 
longer with you. This ſaid he forth} 
with retourned to the ſolitude he loued ' 

| 


ſo well, and lined there with himlſelfe 
in the fight of him. who ſceth all 
things. : 


Petef. 


holy Fatver St. BenediE, 15 


"Yo 

Ing 

4. Peter. 

41 

elc 

. i. Doe not well vnderſtand what 


1 you meanc he lined with hin 
off|fe. | 


Ac | 
11d Gregory. 
y F the Holy man had bin longer 


H. conſtrained to gouernethofe mokes ' 


\;Þwho had all conſpired againſt him,and 
navere ſo contrary to him in life and 
a[Jmanners , it might peraduenture haue 


odiminished his owne vigour and fer. 


1Juour of devotion; with drawing his 
udmind from the lighr of contemplation, 
10070 that ouer much buſiedin corretting 
-{the faults of others, he might haue 
-dIneglected his owne; and fo perhaps 
fefſloſt himſelfe & yer not gained ochers, 
[| For as often asby contagious motions 


wee are tranſported out of our ſelfes, 
we remainethe {ame,burt not with our- 
Fl ſelfes , becauſe not looking in to our 
owne ations, wee are Wandting a- 
Fs, bout 
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$8 | -. _ The life of our 

bout others things; for doe wethinke 
that he was with himſeife whe went 
intoafarcounmne, conſumed the por 
tion allotted toh:im, and after he had 


put himſelte 1n to the feruice of a ciiſ 


Zen of chat country, kept his hogges 
and was gladto fili ys belly with che 
huskes they cate; not with ſtanding 
when he began to conſider what he 
had loſt ( as the ſcripture teſtifieth ) 
being come to himſelfe he ſaid. How 


many of my fathers hirelings haueplen- 


ty of bread? For if he were before with 
himſelfe, how was it truethathere- 
courned to himlelfe? I may well ſay 


therefore thatthis holy man lived with]: 


himſelfe, becauſe heneuer turned the 


eye of his ſoule from himſeifc,bur ſtan-|, 


ding alwayes on his guard with great 
circumſpetion hekept himſelfe con- 
tinvaliy in the ſight of the all ſeeing 
eyc of bis Creatour. 


Petey, 


JF Ow is it then tv be vnderſtood 
which is weitten of St, Pererthe 


A- 
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holy Father S$t.B eneaiCt, 7 | 


-oſtle, when he was led by the An- 
Ws cli out of the priſon: Who rerourning 
So himſelfe ſaid, now 1 Know allurediy 


Flhatour Lord hath ſent his Angell, &. 


Math delinercd me outof the handes of 
"Herod, and from all he expectation of 
Rhepeople of the lewes. 


Grezo rY. 


Wo wayes Peter we are caryed 
our ef our ſelues : for either by 
ubricity of chought wee fall beneath 
urſelfes ; or by the grace of contem - 
"PÞlation weare rayſed aboue our (elfes, 
7 He therefore that Kepr the hogges by 
's inconſtancy of minde and vnclea- 
'Theſle , fell beneath himſelfe ; bur he 
hom the Angell looſed , and rauil- 
ed in to an extaſie, was indeed alſo 


cltes , the one when reclaming his 
[ewd life he was conuerted at heart, 
he other when from the height of 
ontewplation he retourned to his na- 

= - tucall 


P 
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ut of himſelfe, bur yet above him-. 
S [:ife. But both ofthem retourned to the. 


18 The life of our 
turall and ordinary vnderſtanding 
T hus venerable Benedict in that ſo) 
tudedwelt with himſelfe for as much 
he Kept himſelfe with in his chought; 
for as oftenas by the feruour of con 
templation he was eleuated, with ouff 
doubt he left himſelfe as it were be 
neath himſelfe. 


Peter. 


Like well this you ſay, but ref 


© ſolue me, I pray you, should bf 


haueleft thoſe Monkes of whom h& 
hadonce takencbarge. | 


Gregory. a 


N my opinion Peter, abad comu 

nity may be-tollerated where ther. 
are fonnd at leaſt ſome good whicl 
ma y be helped, bur wherethere is nqþ. 
benefitt to be expected of any good. 
labour is many times loſt ypon the bad 
eſpecially ifthere be any other preſent A 
occaltons whereni we may do Got 
bectel 


nolſþctter ſeruice. Now who was there 
go) -hom the holy man should have ſtaied 
\ a&o goucrne, when they had all conſpi- 
:Wcd againſt him. And many things are 
on{idcred by the perfe&t which oughe 
10t to be palled in Gilence;for they pers 
ciuing their endeauors to be without 
fect, depart to ſome other place there 
o employ theſelues more proficablely. 

herefore that famous Preacher who 
jefireth to be diſlolued and be with 


On 
Ol 


be 


reſ-", - | | 
+ and to dye is gayne, did not onely de- 

Bice himſelfe to {uffer, bur did alſo ani- 
mate and encourage others to vn- 
{dcrgoethe like, He I ſay, being per- 
ecuted at Damaſcus cauſed himtielfe 
to be ler downe from the wall by a 
cord and basker, whereby he eſcaped 
- privately, Sball we ſay then that Paul 
C 


or the loue of Chriſt as appeareth by 
. is owne teſtimony. No ſurely, bur 
” ors there would profitt licle , with 
3 much hazard anddifhiculty he reſerued 


B himſelfe 


(6) 


Chriſt, vnto whom rcoliue is Chriſt. 


cared deathwhich he earneſtly defired 


hereas he fore ſaw that his endea»_ 


holy Father St. Benedif, 19 


2.0 The life of onr 

himſelfe to labour 1n an other plac; 
wich better ſucceſſe. For this yalianf. 
champion of Allimgh:y God woulf; 
nor be confined to ſo narrow limitts 
but enlarged himlelfe to ſeeke bard. 
in the open field. So you may obſeruſ, 
tharthe holy men Benedictleite not {þ 
many 1ncortigivile in that place , af 
he comerted to a ſpirituall life cif. 
Where. 
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Petcr, 


Ou ſay true as both reaſon an}; 
the example alleadged proouesf, 
but I pray , rerourne to proſecute the}, 
life of this holy Father. ns * 


| J: 
Gregory. 


T*He Holy man for many yeare; 
| A encreaſed wonderfully in vertuey] 
and Miracles, whereby agreat numbe 
in thoſe parts were gathered togerhe 
In the ſeruice of God; So that by thi 
aſliRance of our Lord Iefus he ro: 
Cneti 
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holy Father St. BeneditF, 21k 
MA:hcretrwelne Monaſteries , in each of 
IE. 'ch he put twelue Monkes with 
UT i:ir Superiours 3 and retained a few 
rich himſelfe whom he thought ta 
ak-truct further. Now began diuers 
MN ble and deuout perſonages from 


[Þ> ome to reſort to hims and commen- 
i:d their children to be brought vp by 
cn intheſeruiceof God. Atthe ſame 
.me Eunicius brought vnto him Mau- 
5,and Tertullius a Senatour his ſonne 
Piacidus both very hopefull chil- 
ren , of which two , Maurus al- 
Fhough young yet byreaſon of his fore- 
SE irdenes in the {choole of vertue, 


idus Was as yet A child of tender 
Feares. 


How be reclamed An indenout. 
Monke . | : 


Cruar, IV. 
h 


il N oneof thoſe Monaſteries which 
: rhe holy man _ had built there about 


B 2 Was 


Hi degan to afliſt his Maiſter; bur Pla- 


22 The life of our 

Was a certaine Monkethat could no 
Ray at hisprayers, but ſo ſoone as he 
faw his brzthren Knele and diſpoſ 
themſelues for their mentall prayer, 
he would goe out, andthere ſpend hi; 
wandering thoughts vpon wordly-and 
tranſicory things. For which hauing 
bin ofren admonished by his Abbot, he 
. was brought before the man of God 
who alſosharpely reprehended him for 
his folly; but recourning to his Monal- 
tery he ſcarce remembred two dayes 
what had bin ſaid vnto him,for the 
third day hefell ro his old cuſtome, and 
at the time of prayer went out againe, 
whereof when the holy man was in: 
Formed by the Abbotthe ſecond time 
he ſaid, I will come my ſelfe and re- 
forme him. And when he was come 
tothe lame Monaſtery, and the Bre 
thren after the Pialmes ended at the 
accoultomed time betooke cheinlelfes 
to prayer; He perceued A litle black 
boy who pulled this Monke out b 
the hemme of his garment, which hc 
* 4nſinuated ſecretlyro Pompeianus es 


holy Father St, Benedi@, _ 
bot of the Monaſtery, and to Maucus 
ſaying, ſee you notthere who itis that 
draweth ris Monke out? who anſwe- 
red noe, Let vspray ( replyed he!) that 
you may likewiſe ſee whom this 


Monkefolloweth. Afcer prayer corti- 


nued for two dayes Maurus ſaw ; but 
Pompeianus coid not perceiue any 
thing, The next day when the man 
of God had finished his prayer,he went 
out of the oratory and found the 
Monke ſtanding with out, whom he 
forth with ſtrake with a wane for his 
obſtinacy and boulddenes of heart,and 
from that time euer afcer the Monke 
was free from the wicked ſuggeſtion 
of the black boy, and remained con- 
ſtant ar his prayers. For the wicked 
iendas if himſelfe had bin beaten,durſt 
No more tempt him to the liKe of- 
fence. 
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How by the prayers of Se, Benei!ift A 
ſpring ſſuca from the topo ij 


& mountaine, 
C H A. P. Y-: : 
Hree of the M onafteries x {+ ch 


he foiided in tha: place,werc balk 
ypon the cliftes ofa mountatne which 


was very troubletome to the Monk es 


to be forced to ferci; vp their water f 6 
the lake, for bcfides theroyie, i ws 
alſo dangerous by reaſon of thu hgh 
and ftcepie deſcent. Heere vpon tne 
Religious of theſe three Monatterics 
came all rogether to the ſeruant of God 
Benedict ; and told i'r it was very 
croubleiome to goe downe for water 
as faras the lake , and therefore the 
Monaſteries of neceflity , were to be 
remooued to ſome more commodious 


place, The holy man with confortable 


words diſmiſſed them , and at night 


with litle Placidus { whom we met- 
| | tioned 
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holy Father St. Benedict, 2* 
tioned beforc) went vpto the rock,and 
here prayed a long time, and hauing 
ended his prayers, he putt three ſtones 
foramaiKe in the ſame place; and ſo 
vnknowne toall, he retourned to his 
ionaſtery, - Not longafter whenthe 
Brethren came againe to him for want | 
of water, goe {ſaith he ) and on the 
rock where you s$hall finde three 
ſtones one vponan other digpea litle, 
for AllmightyGod is ableto make wa- 
ter ſpring from the top of that moun- 
taine, that you may beeaſed of this la- 
bour. Ar their retourne to the moune« 
tzinethey found already the fignes of 
waterin therock,as Benedict fore told 
them, ſoa pitt being digged,it was pre 


ſently. full with water which ifluech -  -/ 


forth ſo plentifully , that to this day it 
continueth running downe to the foot 


of the mountaine, 
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How he miraculonſly cauſed the troy 
| beadof a bile fallen in to the water, 
to faſten 1t ſelfe agaime 11 
the haft . 


Cnar. VI. 


Cectaine poore Goth defirons 


A. lead a Religious l:fe,repaired 


_ tothe man of God Benedi&, w ho moſt 


willngly received him; and one day 
Willed the Brethrento giue hima bile 
©o cutt vp brambles in a place which 
he intended for a garden. This place 


which the Goth had vndertaken toac- 


comodate , was quer the lakes fide. 
Whileſt the Goth laboured 4 maine in 
cutting vp thethicke bryars, the iron 
flipping outof the handle, fell into the 
Jak. ina place lo deepe, thatthere was 
no hopeto recouerit, TheGoth hauing 


loft his bile was in great perplexity 


runetothe Monke Maurus, and told 
himthe miſchance, who preſently ad- 
gertiſed Benedict thercof , and imme- 
: diately 


a @A .,,£.,, pp p— a __Vow? A. 


Duns gone On. 


holy Father St. enca;d. 27 
diately the holy man. came himſeife ro 
the lake , tooke the haft our of the 
Goths hand,and caſt it into the water, 
when behold,the iron role vp from the 
bottome and entered in tothe hafras 
before , which he there rendered to the 
Goch ſaying , take it and worke on 
cheerefully and be not diſcomfor- 
ted, 


How Manrus Walked Vpon th 
Waters | 


Camayr. VILE. 


Ne day as venerable Benedidt * -? 
A | waSin his cell, yong Placidus ( A a 
| | Monke of his ) went out to the 
\Y lake ro fetch warer, and letting downe '- | 
- | the bucker to take vp water,by chance ' i 
; | fell in himſelfe after ir,and was preſent» 

4 
4 
| 


ly caried away by the ſtreame4 bowes 

Shoot from the fide. This accident was 

at the ſametimereuealed to the man of 
| Godin his cell , who preſently called 
Maurus ſaying, Goe quickly Brother 
Bs - Maucuy, 
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2% +: Thelife of onr 
Maurus, for the child who went to 
fetch water is fallen in to the lake,and 
the ſtreame hath caryed him a preat 
way. A wonderfull thing and not 
heard of fince the time of St. Peter: 
Maurus hauing asked and receiucd liis 
cenediftion vpon the command of his 
Superiour, wentforth in haſt;and be:ng 
come to the place vpon th2 water ro 
which the chiide was driven by the 
fireame, thinking ti] he went vpon 
dry land, tooke him by the haire of the 
head , and retourned ſpeedily back, 
but no ſooner had he foot vpon firme If 
ground, but he came to himſelfe, and I 
looking back perceiued that he had' 
vone vponthe vater,much aſtonished, 
and wondering how he had done that 
Which wictingly he ducſt not aduen- 


vado 4? AA” an 


ture. So retourning to the holy. man, 


kerelated what had happened , which 


'yenerable Benedict aſcribed to Mau- 


rus his prompt obedience, and notto 
his owne merits ; but contrary wiſe 
Maurus attributed it wholy to his co- 


mand, notimputing the miracle to bim- 


ſelfe 


LY — 


holy Father $t,Benediff., 29 
felfe which he had done vnwittingly. 
This humble and charitable contentis 
\r the child who was ſaucd , was to de-. 
x Mcide, whoſaid, when I was drawne 
-: Nour ofthe water, merhonght 1 ſaw my 
s Abbots garment ouer my head , and 
s [imagined That he had drawne meout, 


Peter. 


Heſe are wonderfull things you ' 
report, and may beto the xdificae . 
tion of many,and for my ownepart the 
more I heare of the good mans mi- 
racles, the more, I deſire to heare. 


How a Crow caryed 4 Way 4 poyy 
ſencd loafe. _ 


" Cnae. VII. 


about were very Zealnus intheloueof 
our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, many aban- 
doaing the yanitics of the world , and 
putting 


\ 7 \ [ Hen as now theplaces and :; 
Y bordering Countries there- - 4 
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30 The life of our 
putting themſelues vnder the ſweet 
yoake of our Redeemer(asitis the cul. 
tome of the wicked to cepine at the 
yertues of otheres) one Florentius 4 
Prieſt of a church hard by, and grand 
father to Florentius our ſubdeacon, 
began by the inſtigation of che diuell 
to oppoſe himlelfe againſt the ver- 
tuous proceedingsof the holy man:and 
imuriouſly ro derogate from his courſe 
of life , hindering alſo as many as he 
could from reforting to him, But 


ſeeing hecould not ſRoppe his progreſle, 


the fame of his vertues ſtill more en- 


creafing , and many yppon the repott 
of his ſanCtity refoming their lives day- 
ly ; he became far more enuious and 
malitious ; for he deſired himſelfe the 


E . commendations of Benedicts life , but 


would not line commendadblely. Thus 
blinded with enny , he ſent to the (er 
nant of Goda poyſened lowfeof bread 


A foran offering; which the man of God 
receucd thankefu!ly ,although he was 


not ignorant ofthe poyſonin it, There 
vicdto come to hum at time of dinner 
| crow 


2 


pan, pw | hea} on py 4 oa 


Pa—s on Pan N o9 


A 


crow from rthe.next forceſt, which he 
was accuſtomed to feed : comeing 
therefore as she Was wont, the man of 
God caſt before her the bread thatthe 
Prieſt had ſent him: ſaying I com- 
mande thee in the name of our Lord le- 
fus- Chrilt to take this bread, and caſt 
where no man may finde it. The crow 
gapeing & ſpreading herwinges runne 
croaking abour it,as though she would 
haue ſaid, I would willingly fulfill thy 
command, but Iam not able. The man 
of God commanded againe ſayingake 
ir,taKe it vp, andcaſt ic where no man 
may find it. Soatleng:hsbee tooke it 
vpin her beake, and caried itaways & 
twoe howres afterretourned againe tO 
receive from his hand her ordinare al- 


louance. But the venerable fa. her ſeing 


the Prieſt !o peruerſely bent to ſeeke 


bis Life , was more ſorry for him,'_ 
then fearcfull of himſelfe. When Flo=!.:$ 


rentius ſaw tha: he could not accom 2 
pli-h hi-wick ed detigne vpon the body: + 


of his mailter , heattEpted totrie what”  * 


#4 

. Y% 
s © 
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he could againſt the ſoules of his ſchol- 
lars, 
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32 The life of our 
lars, in ſo much that he ſent (eanen 
naked eules in to the oarden of the 


cloifter tn which Benedidt iincd,, that 
ſo play ing iatc.viuutly band 1:1 hand, 


they richt entice the Religious to 
naughtiies, Winch wher he holy tian 


eſpycd our of his ccil, ro preuent the 


fail of his yong diſciples, confiderivg 
thatail this malice prucceded from ha- 
tredro him , he gaue piace to enuy and 
with.'r.wehimiclfe. So after he had 
diſpoſed of the ocatories and other buil- 
dings, leauing in them a competent 


number of Brethren wikh Superiours, 
he took: with him a few Monkes, and 


remoouedto an otherplace. Thusthe 
man of God with humility auoided his 
hazred, whom All mighty God ſtruke 
with 2 tercible 1ndg2ment : for when 
the forcſaid Prieſt Randing in his ſum- 


3 . mar honſle Oo his great CONntent and 10y, 
B.. vnuerſtood that the holy man was 
q gone, the roome wherin he was,fell 


p: downe, ctusbed and Kiilcd him, all the 
EF” reft of the houſe remaining immoue- 
able and entyce. This Mautus the 


diſciple 


i 


boly Father St. Bened:&, 33 
diſciple of frhe man of God thought fitt 
twlignitte forth with to Bened, 5 who 

7as yet ſcarce goneten miles , Willing 
}, ſhim to cerowrne, for the prieſt who per- 
ecaced him was fat ne. Wiich the ri 
of God hea: ring coke very heauely; 


becauſe his Diſciple rezoyced cheats 
Woere vpon he enioy aca bin 4 pe- 
nance for preſuming in 2 10yfuli man- 
ner to bring ſuch newes to tum. 


Peter, 


T Heſe are wonderfull trigethings, 
for in the drawing water out of a 
rock me thinks I bchold in him 
Moyſes, in rayſing the iron from the 
| ſſborrome of the water he repreſenteh 

Elyſzeus ; 1n walking onthe water Pe= 


1h bcecoute his enimie wasdead, and 


ter, in the obedience of the'crow Loon . F 


ceine himan other Helias, i in beway®-” 2% 


ling his enemyes death, a Dauid. That: : 
m.an had vniced in him the ſpicits of all 
| the inſt, 


34 The life of our 


Gregory. 


ET He wan of God-Benedid& had in 
, him ( Peter) theſpuitt of God a- 
lone, which by the grace of free re- 
demption replenished the harts of all 
the ele, of which St. Tohn ſaith, 
T here was true light which «Ilummna- 
teth eucry man that cometh in to this 
world, Of which againe he writeth. 
Of his plenitnde and fulneſſe wee hane 
xl! ; :cerucd : for the holy ones of God 
could indeedrecciue graces from God, 
E- butthey could not impart them to 0- 
& thers. He then gaue miracles , or 
fignes of power to the lowely , who 
promiſed that he would shew the mi- 
 racleof Ionastohisenemyes, daigning 
*-.- intheir ſightrodye, andin the light of 
Ethehumb'e to ariſe. So that the one 
SHppld hauc what they would con- 


a 
Ry es 


© texfine, .and the other what to reuergce 


E td loue. By which myſtery was oc- 
| caſtoned, that while the proud were 
* {pefRtatours of his ignominious death, 
£ | _ _ 


— _ ww .- ww 32% M7 af OO” Now 6a» O@& r= 


Holy Father St, Renedi(?. 35 I 
the humble with glory might receiue 
power againitdeath. 


i 


in Peter. 

&- =, | 
I Ve declare I pray; whither the 
| holy man remooued , or if he 
'Evcought miracles in any other place. 

* 

T 


Gree» ry. 


& Sow noly man by removing chan- 

ed his habitation , bat nor his ad- 

verſary;for he Eduredtheir moresharpe 

* Econflidts. For as much as he found the 

 Ezuthour of malice openly to aflaulc 
him . The caſtle called Caſline is (1- 
tuated vp6 the ſideofa high mountaine, 
which ſtretching forth in a forked } 
manner, enuironeth the ſame caſtell, IF 


»; 
bt 


and riſeth in to the aire three miles . 
high, on which ſtood an old temple _:* 


Y 
. 


: - 
4 LE «+ 


where Apollo was worshipped by the -*? | | 
| | 


foolish country people, according to. 


- 


the ſuperſtitious cuſtome of the ancient  ; 


heathens. Round about it hKkewiſe Fi 


grew 
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&- the venerable told his Diſciples the 
E” Wicked fiend repreſented himſelfe to 
& his fightall on fire, and with flaming 
+ mouthand flaching eyes; ſeemed to 


vnrill that time the paynims offered 


36 T hel:fe of ar 
UrOW Woodes a::d Jroues 11 winch ene 


their ido:atrons facrifices, The man of 
God comcing to this place J brake 
dowwne thc idol, oner threw the altar 
burn: the groncs, and of the temple of 
Apollo made 2 chappell which he de- 
dicated t9 St. Martine, & where the 
profane a'tar had frood , lr puilt 2 
chapple of St,Tobn, and by dayly prea- 
ching cenuerted many of tne people 
there about. But tne old enemye, in« 
cented with theite proceedings , not + 
couerteiy, or cbicurely, but openly & 
viſibly appeared in the ſightof the fa- 
ther, and with hideous cries complai- 
ned of the violence he ſuffered in ſo 
much , thatthc brethren hard him,al- 
thoagh they could ſee nothing. For as 


rageagainſt im, AudthEtheyall heard 


diftintly wharthe wicked ſpicitt ſaid. F* 


For art he called him by his name,and tc 
when 


holy Father St. Bened;eF. 37 
[Fen the man of God would make 
nm noanſwer, he fell toraile and re- 
nchim. And whereas before he cryed 
icneattt, Benedict, and faw hecould 
xr noantwer; them hecryed maledict 
07 BENEdict {that is curſed not bleſ- 
ce) Paat hatt thowTodoe with me? 
gay aoſtthou vere me? But now We 
ha;t behold rice afl-vits of the ene- 
2-0 a0412:1t Ihe Ietvrant of God, 
POM BR iminiftired notlo mach com- 
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How an nuge fione by his praycr Was 
made portable, | 


Cui IK, 


Ne day as the Brethren were 

building the cellesof the cloyl- 
er,there lay a ſtoneinthe midſt which 

they determined tolife vp,and putin to 

lhe building ; and when two or three 

verenotableto mooueit,they ſet more 

0 it;but it remained as —— 
if it 


- 


38 T he life of our | | 
itit had bine fixed in the ground, ſothy 
ic was ealic to conceiue that the ene. 
mye {ate vpon it, fince that ſoe many 
men were not able to lift ic. Afcer much 
Jaoour 1n vaine they (entto the mano 
God with his prayers to drive away 
the enemye, who preſently came, andif 
hauing hr(t prayed, made the figne 0 
the crolle oner it, when behold , the 
ſtone was as ealely lifted as if it 
had no waightat all. 


How tbe kitcbin by the illuſion of the 
encmye appeared all 
on fire. 


CHAr. X, 


WM Hen the man of Godaduiſed the 


Ra 


2" IÞ Brethren to digge in che place 
#..* Where the ſtone lay, when they had 


& . 
'W0 
© # 


entered a good deepenes,they found] 
braſen idoll , which bappeniog for the 
preſent to be caſt by in the Kirchin, 
preſently there ſeemed a flameto riſe 
9 REP out 
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holy Father St. Brnedift. 29 
ut of it, and to the ſight of all the Bre- 
hcen it appeared thar all the Kirchin 
pas On fire, and as they were crycing 
"ne to another, and caſting water to 
nuench this fire, the man of God hea-. 
ing thenoile came, & perceiuing that 
here appeared fire in the eyes of the 
Brethren, and not in his, he preſently 
nclined himſelfe toprayer, and called 
ypon them whom he ſawdeluded with _ 
an imaginary fire, willing themto figne 
their eyes that they might beholde rhe 
building entyre, and not that fantaſti- 
call fire which the enewye had coun- 


terfaited, 2 , 


How 4 boy crnshed with the fall of wall 
was healed. 


Gaine when the Brethren were Þ 

rayſing the wall alicle higherfor; *: 4 
more conuenience, the man of God - {| 
was at hisdcuotions in his cell, towhs |. © 
the enewyeinan inſulting manner ap=-. 


wo " 
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40. The life of ouy 
peared, andtoid him he was goingt 
his Brethrenart worke;the manof Ge 
ſtraieh. waiſe by a metlenger adueri 
ſed theBiethrenthere of, warning th 
to have 4 care of chenloloes for th 
wicked enimy2 Was at that hour 
cometo moleſt them. Scarce had rh 
mellc cngertuld hiserrand, when the m4 
Ienant. ſpirit oncr threw the wa 
that Was bunt ding , and with the fall 
thercof bruifed i yong Monke, ſonne 
tO 2 cectaine Scnratcur, Hereart all © 
them much, gricued , and diicomfar: 
red, notfor the lofl ofthe wall; Bur for 
the ewe of their brother brought 
the heauy tideing to their venerable 
Father BenediCt , who bid them bring 
the youth to. hien w ho could: not be 
Larriod but in a sheet, by reaſcn that 
not onely his body was Gs but 
allo his bones crushed with the fall, 
| Then he willed them to lay him in his 
cell vpon his matte where he vied to 
Pray - So cauſeing the Brethrento goe 
out he shuct the doore, and with more 


then ordinary deuotion fell to his 
prayers. 


CP I OO OJ Py oa. 
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ayers, A wonder ro heare, the very 
me howie he lent himtohis wake 
gaine whole and found as euer he was 
ctore to helpe his Brechren in making 

the wall ; v hereas the enenie ho- 
2d to haue had occaſion to inſult ouer 
encdict by his death. 


V, Morkis hs hat edten ont of 


their Pdlonastct bÞ 
CSP. XI. 


\ 7 Ow began the man of God by 
the ſpirit of prophecy toforerell 
hings to come, & co certife thole that 
yere preſent with him of things that 
alled far of. For j: was the cuſtome 
ft the Monaſtery that the Brethren 
ent abroad abour any buſineſl, should 
either cate, nor drinke, till their re- 
ourne , this in the praQile of therule 
ing carefully obſerned,oneday ſome 
brethren ypon occaſion went abroad, 
and were forced to (iay later then 
rually ,ſo thatthey reſted & on 
TNEeme 
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themſtlues inthe houſe of a certair 
deuout woman of their acquaintang 
Afterwards coming home very Jay 
they a:Ked as was the cultome the Al 
bots bleſſing. Of whom he ſtreig 
way demanded laying, where din 
you? they aniwered no where ; he 
plycd,why doe you lyef did you nt 
goC in toſucha womans houſe 2 eat 
you not there ({uch, and fuch meare 
dranke you not ſo many cuppes? Whe 
the venerable Father had told then 
both the womans lodging,the ſeueralſ 
ſorts of meates, with the number 0 
their draughts. They all in great ter 
rour fell downe at his feate, and will 
acknowledgemer of all they had don 
confeſſed their fault, which he ſtraigh 
wayes pardoned, per{wading himſelk 
they would neuer after attempt th 
like in his abſence, Knowing he w: 
alwayes preſent with them in ſpiritt. 


Ho) 


LT 
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W:. be rebrooued the Brother of V alen< 


tintan the Monke for eatinge by 
the Way. | 


Cup XEIEH. 


Oreouer the Brother of Va- 
lentinian the Monke , whom 


Sr ce mentioned in the beginning, Was 


ery deuout although bur a Szcular, 
evied euery yeare once to goe from 
is dwelling tothe Monaſtery , G& that 
aſting, that he might partake of the 
rayers of the ſeruant of God, and ſee 
is Brother, As he was in his way art 


Wther trauayler who caryed meate 


rich him put himſelfein to his compa- 
y,andafter they had trauayled a good 
tile he ſaid ro him. Come Brother 
et vs refresh ourſelues , leaſt wee faint 
nthe way. God forbid ( anſwered the 
ther ) by no meanes Brother, for I 
euer vie to goe to the yenerable Fa- 
her Benedict but faking. At which 
anſwer his fellow trauayler for the 
G0 preſent 


4.4  Thelifeof our” 

preſent ſaid nomore; when they hai 
gonealitle farther, the moned him & 
gaine, but he would not conſent , be. 
cauſe he reſolucd to keepe his faſt. Sol 
theother wasa while ſilent, and wenhh 
on forward with him, after they hadſf: 
gone agreat way wearied with long 
trauaille, intheir way they came to } 
meadow ,and a fpring with whar elle 
might delight themthere to take their 
repaſt. Then ſaid his fellow trauayler 
Jochere is warer, heere is 4 meadow, 
hereisa pleaſant place forvsto refresh 
and ceſt vsa while, that we may with: 
out endangering our health make anjk 
end of oyr iourney., Soe at the third 
motion (theſe words pleaſing his eare 
and the place his eye) he was oueaf 
come, conſented andeate, Atthe cue 
ning he cameto the Monaſtery, where 
conducted to the venerable Father he 
craued his benadi@ion and prayers. But 
preſently the holy man reprooned hir 
for what he had daneinthe way ſaying 
w hat was it Brother that the malig 
nant enomye lugpeſted ro thee | | 
- til 


a. 


boly Father St. BenediF. | 

hz way by thy fellow traueller. The 
it cirae he could nut preuaile, nor yet 
ſecond, bur the third time he preuailed, 
and obtained his defire. Then the mane 
.cknowledging his fault, and frailty, 
il at his feete more ſorry for his of - 
ence by reaſon that he percetued he 
ad offended alchogh abſent in the 
ht of Father BenediC. 


et Petey, 

V, 

hbIT Diſcouer in the breaſt of the holy 
1*ML nan, the ſpirit of Heliſzus which 
fas preſent with his diſciple far 
robf him. 

(> 

er 77 vW he di{conered the diſSmulation 
[ of king T otula. 

he GuAaP XIV. 

Al 
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Gregory, 


E filent Peter with patience that 
you may ynderſtang ſtrange: 
}V 2. 
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Things. Forinthetime of the Gothes. 
their King informed that the holy manſſ, 
had the pift of prophecy : as he went 1 
to wards his Monaſtery he made ſomeſſ; 
ſtay alitle way of , and gaue notice off, 
his coming , to whom anſwer wag] 
made from the Monaſtery, that heſf.; 
might come at hispleaſure; the king off; 
a treacherous nature attempted to trycþ;, 
wheterthe man of God had the ſpirit} 
of prophecy. There was one of his 

followers called Riggo, whom he cau-ſſz; 
ſed to put on his royall robes and bu{- 

kinson his feere, and ſo commandel 

him taking on himthe Kings perſon to 

ooe forward towards the man of God, 

three of his cheife pages attending vp0 

him, towicrt Vſilcike, Roderike, and 

Blindine,to the endthey should waite / 
"ers him in the preſence of the ſeruant, 
of God,that ſo by reaſonof hisatcen«lſ; 
dance, and purple robes he might beſſ;, 
taken for the King. When the daidſ\ 
Riggo With his braue apparell and at* rp 
tendance entred the cloiſter, the wanſ, 
of Gad late a far of,and icing him come 
ſo nic 


ſonic as he might heare his voice, he 
ved to him, faying , putt of ſonne, 
anFrnce of that thou carieſt it isnot thine, 
-BRiggo ſtraightwaies fell ro the ground 
Wore abasned for hauing preſumed to 
%F:-lude the holy man, all his followers 
IM:kewile felt downe aſtonished , and 
ne iſceing they durſt not approach vnto 
otfim, bur retournedto their king, and 
©irembling related vnto him how ſoone 
"tYthey werediſcouered, 

18 

I YHow Benedif by prophecy foretold the 

; Re, and Bishop of Canuſna 


future enents, « 


CHAP, XV. 


Frer this,King Totila came him - 
I4 A (elfero the man of God, whom 
Fo ſoone as he ſaw ſitting A far of, he 
*(durſt not come nigh, bur fell proſtrate 
Jo the ground, the holy man twice or 
thrice bad him riſe,bur hedurſt not get 
'p, then the holy man came himlſelfe 
otheking 8& lifted him vp and sharply 

— © .xe> 
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reprehendet him for his wicked 
deedes, moreouer he foretold him in 
few words what chould befall him, 
Iaying,much miſcheife haſt thou done, 
much wickedneſ{ haſt thou comm. 
ted, atleaſt now giueouer thy iniqui. 
ty. Burt I foreſee thou wilt enter 1nto 
Rome, thouwiltpaſl the ſeas, raigne 
Nine yeares, anddye the tenth. At the 
hearing where of the King fore apal- 
led, craued his prayers, and departed, 
from that time forward he was lc{ 
eruell , and not long afcer he went to 
Rome, thence fayled in to Sicely, and 
the tenth yeare by the uſt iudgement 
of Godloſt both life & crowne: more- 
ouer the Bishop! of the Diocelle of 
Canuſina vſed tocome to the ſeruan 
of God and for his vertuous life was 
much reſpected. He conferring with 
Him concerning the comeing of Toriia, 
and the taking of the ciry of Rome. 
The city doubreleſle ( {aid the Bishop)} 
wil be ſo ſpoiled, and diſpeopled by 
this King, that it will neuer more bein 
babited. To whom the man of Goi 
| anlW?- 
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edn wered, Rome (laid he) shall neuer 
bc deſtroyed by the paynimes ; bur 
m Wy ih lightning, tempett, and carth= 
16, Mquares $hall decay inirfeife, The ve- 
tf: tie of which prophecy is already ſuf- 
uM ciencly manifeſted, for inthiscity wee 
toc ſcethe walies ruined, houſes onertur- 
veW;:cd, and churches throwne downe 
a pich cempettuous windes, and we may 
obſerue buildings to decay, and dayly 
fall ro ruine. Although Honoratus his 
diſciple ( from whoſe relation I had it} 
told me he heard itnot himſelfe, from 
his owne mouth, but wastold it by the 
Brethren, 


How wencrable Benedict for 4 time dif 
poſefſed 2 (certaine Clearke from 
the Dizell. 


Cur XVL 


AT. that time one of the cleargie 
of the church of Aquine was 
moleſted with a wicked ſpitit whom 

ne yenerable man Conſtantius Bishop 
| C 4 of 


a> _ 
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of that Dioceſſe had ſent to diva 
Martyrs $shrines to be cured ; but ths 
holy Martyrs would not free him,thy 
the pifts of grace in Benedict might bt 
made manifeſt , He was therefore 
orought to the ſeruant of Allmighty 
God Benedict, who with prayers to 9: 
Lord Telus- Chriſt prefently drove ou: 
the enemie, Hauing cured him he' c6. 
manded him ſaying. Goe, and hercaf. 
ter never eate flesh , and preſume noi 
to take holy orders, for what tin] 
ſoeueryou $þall preſume to take holyſſh 
orders,you shall againe become ſlaueſſo 
to the diuell, The Clearke therefor 
went his Way, and ( as preſent punish- 
ments make deepe impreſſions ) he} 
carefully fora whiic objerued this co-N\ 
mande. But when after many yeates 
aJl that were aboue him therein holyſſy 
orders were dead, ſccing alſo his infe 
riors to be promotcd before him Þ 
reaſon of their holy orders , he grev 
careleile, and forgetfull of what the 
man of God had (o long agoe ſaid vnic 
him, fo that he likewiſe Weyr, and IC 
CCE:UtU 
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holy Father St, Benedif. Sx 
verceiued prieſt hood when preſently the 
thediuell who before had left him, againe 
haſkooke powerof him, and never ceaſed 
r beſto corment himcill he ſeuered his (oule 
. from his body. 

Ity 


2 Peter, 

Ou; 

0. He holy man I perceiue ynder- 
af. ſtood the (ecrer deciees of God, 


10 in that he Knew this Clearke ro be de- 
neſlivered to the powe! of che enem!e, eſt 
he should pratume to recciue holy 


ueforders. 
ie 


- Gregory. 
G- V's chould not he know 
. the ſecretedecrces of the dis 


JJuineproudence, who kept the come 
elmandementsof God, ith it is written 
that he who adbeereth ta God 15 one ſpirit 
VE with him. - | 


['v 


G5 Pe- 


$2 The life of our 
Peter. 


I: he who adncereth to our Lord 
become one ſpiritt with him, how 
comes the ſame excellent Preacher to 
ſay : who hath knowne the minde of our 
Lord, or who hath bin his counſellour 9 for 
it (cemes altogether vnlikely that he 
who is made one withan other, Should 
not Know his minde. | 


Gregory. 


Oly men ſo far as they are one 

or ynited Witch God are not 
zonorant of his ordinances as the fame 
Apoſtle faith. For what man knowcth the 
things of 'a man, but the ſpirit of A matt 
thatisinhim? So the things alſo that 
are of God no man knoweth , bur the 
ſpirit of God. And. to shew that he 
Knew the things of God he addeth, 
And we hane receined not the ſpirit of | 
this warld, but the ſpirit that is of God. 
And againe that. eye hath not ſcene » 19! 
| CATE 
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ae hath neard, netthcr hath it aftended 
an t0 the heart of man Wwh.t things God 
«th prepared for thoſe that lone him;but to 

vis God hath reacaled by his ſpirit, 


£0 Peter. 


i F then. thoſe thing whieh appertai- 
} ned to God were reacaled to the 
"Eid Apoſtleby the ſpirit of God. Whar 
meaneth he to make this preamble 
laying, O depth of the riches of the wiſ= 
demeand knowledge of Ged : how 1ncom= 
prebefible are his indgments, and bis wayes 
wnſcarcheable? Bat as I am ſaying rhis, 
another quzſtion ariſerh : for rhe Pco- 
phet Danid faith to our Lord, In my 
linpes I hauc uttered all the 1udgments 
of ty mouth. And whereas it islelle to 
comprehend or Know , then to pro- 
nounce, What is the reaſon St. Paul 


God arc incomprehenſible, and Dauid 
I profeſſerh not onely to Know them, 
but alſo with his lippes to cxpreſle 
hem? 3 

Ee, Gree 


, 
Py 
A et. . 
s . yy we 
me" o900- , - 
. 4 " 


chould afhirmethat che iudgements of - 


S 
OS : 
I 
4 
ry 
6 o # 
* 
iy 
g »\ 
v " 
a 4 
, 
&/1 
® 
3 


The life of our 


Gregory. 


O both theſe dificulties, I brick: 

ly anſwered before when I ſaidff 
that holy men { ſo faras they are on: 
with God ) are not jgnorant of the 
mind of our Lord :forall that deuoute.p 
ly ſeeke God, in their deuotion , and 
contemplation, are with God, but in 
regard they are deprelied wich the 
waiphtof this corruptivie body , they 
arenot Wholy with God, and therefore|ſſ 
 foras muchas they are vnited with God 
they know his ſecret iudgements, of 
which l:iKewiſe they are ignorant , for 
as much as in reſpe& ſeparated from 
him: And fo they profelle his judge: 
ments incomprehenſible which they 
cannotas yet thoroughly vnderſtand, 
But they who in {ſpirit adheere vnto 
him, inthis adhzſfton to God know his 
iudgements citlicr by the ſacred words 
of {cripture, or ky hyden reuelations, 
ſo far as they are capable ; theſe there- 
forethey Know anddeclare , but they 

| a[rC 


are ignorant of thoſe which God con- 

caicch., Where vpon the Prophet Da- 

id when he had ſaid zz my lppes T will 
efeſhronunce all thy iudgments , immediately 
aidffpdderh of rhy month, as if he had ſaid 
oneſſplainely. Thoſe indgments I could 
theſſboth Know, and pronounce which 
Ne-hou didſt tell me,for rhoſfe which thou 
1ndſpcaReſt not, thou concealethfrom our 
 infliknowledge.* Thus the ſaying of che 
theſſPcorhet agrieth withthat of the Apoſ- 


4 M4 
eyſſſtic, for the indigments of God ate both 


refSincomprehenſible , & alſothoſe which 


odfiproceed from his mouth are vtteted 
oft with the lippes of men, for being ſo 
orfflmanifeſted they may be both concei- 
mſJucd and exprefled by men, norcan they 
e-fſbc lags. 

ey | 
d, Peter. 

Y occaſionofthe difficulty I pro- 
pounded, you haue explicated and 
reconciled the teſtimonies alleadged, 
5, but ifthere remaine 0:3ght concerning 
«fthe vertue of this Man I pray de- 
; op Rn 2 


: How 


bely Father St. Bencdift. ſs 
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How $, Benedict foretold the deſtrutinlf 
of his Monaſtery. 


Cuar, XVII 


| Gregory. 


A Cettaine noble man namedſ}* 
Theoprobus was by rhis holy 
Father S. Benedict conuerted from the, 
leaſures of che world to the Seruice 
of God, who for his vertuous hfe wa: 
very familiar , and intimate with him, 1 
He entering one day in to the hoiy ; 
mans cell tound him weeping biccerly, ' 
and when he had ins 0 2 good 
while, and ſaw he did not give ouch 
(although it was his cultomean prayer 
muldely co weepe, and notto vic any. 
dolefull lamentarions) he boidely de- 
wanded of him the cauſe of fo great 
grcife, To whomthe man of God vore- 
ſently replyed. All this Monaſte: y 7 
have built with what (ocuere I bane 
ar 
meg: 
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J,mentof Allmighty God delivered 
z- Wo che heachens:and I could fcarſe ob- 
of "op | 
zine tO laue the liges of che monkes 
thisplace ; His words Theoprobus 
card; Bur wee ſee them verified in 
Me defirution of bis Monaſtery by 
he Lougobardes. For of lare theſe 
ongobardes by night whenthe Re- 
gious Wereatrelt, encred the Mona(-= 
1 ſcry> andranſackedall , yer had not 
% he power to lay hand on any man.Bur 
Ilmighty God fulchiled whar he had 
romifed to his fairhfuil ſeruant Bene- 
Wt, chacalthough he gaue their goods 
, (Jntoche hands of the paynims, yer he 
7&rzſcrued their lines. 1n this bleſſed 


Paul whoſe ship with all its goods 
ing loſt, it pleaſed God to beſtow 
ypon him the lines of all thoſe who 
vere With him. ; 


How 


encdict did moſt clearely reicmble S. 
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How S. Benedii# diſtonered the hidin 
of a Flagon of Wine. 


CHnanr. XVII. 


Vr Monke Exhilaratus whon 
you know well, on a time wa 
{ent by his maiſter with rwo woode 
veſlcls ( we call lagons) full of win 
to the holy man in his Monaſtery, Hs 
brought one, but hid the other in the 
way not withſtanding the man ol 
God although he was not ignorant off 
any thing done in his abſence, receinedſ 
it thankefally, and aduiſed the boy as 
he was retourning back in this man- 
ner; Be ſure childe, thou drinke not df 
that flagon which thou haſt hid, butſ}| 
turnethe mouth of it downeward, andiſſ 
then thou wilt perceine what 1s in 15 
He departed from the holy man muchſſſ 
aShamed, and deſirous ro mykefurtner | 
| 
| 


triall of what he had heard, held rhe 
flagon a fide and preſently there came 
fortha ſnake , at which ,the boy er 

7: ou 
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re afrighred, and terrified for the 
dinMuill he had committed. 


Huw the man of God repronmed 4 
Alonke for recermmyg certaine 


NAPRINS. 
on 
Vat Cu. XIX:-- 
den 
Int þ Or farr dittant from the Monaſ- 
Hoſt V tery was a certaine toWwne, in 


thefnich no ſmall number of people by 
ofthe moueing exhortations of Benedict 
offFvere conuerted from their ſuperſtious 
edjdolatry. In that place were certaine 
cigious women, and the ſeruant of 
God Benedict vied toſend often fome 
ff his Brethren thither to inſtruct and 
cdifie their ſoules, Oneday as his cuſ- 
tome was heappointed one to goe; But 
the monke that was (ent after his ex- 
hEhortation tooke of the Nunnes ſome 
{mall napKins, and hid them in his bo- 
efflome. As ſoone as! he came back the 
ef holy Father beganne very sharpely to 
sMliebuke him faying : How hath int- 
- quity 


( 


o Thelife of owr _ 
quity entred thy breaſt : The monk 
was amazed , and becaule he had for 
gott What he had done, he wondredi 
why ie was ſo reprehended. To witon 
the holy Father (aid. Whatz Was nol 
I preſent whenthou tookelt the nay 
kins ofthe hand maids of God, an: 
did{t put them in thy boſornc?” whe 
'vpon he preſencly fell at the feete off 
the holy man, and rcepenting his folig 
threw away the napkins which he ha 
hidde in his bolome, 


& 

How the mean of God Vnderſipod the'S! 
proud thought of one of his 4d 
Monkes. 


Cran XX 
()** day as the venerable Fathe 


latein theeuening wasat his re 
paſt, it happened that one of his mokeF® 
who was ſonne to a lawyer held the 0 
candle to him : and whileſt the hol? 
man was cating he ſtanding in that 
manner beyganne by the ſuggeſtion 0 
priae 


I 


6 
'C 


0 


he 


| 


Holy Father $t. Beneau. G3 
tide to ſay with in himſelfe. Who 1s 


Mc whom I should waite Vpon at ta- 


le, or hold the candle vnto with ſuch 
werdance Who am I who should 
ruc him? To whom the man of God 
:clcntly turning checked him shar- 
ely ſaying ſigne thy breaſt Brother, 


Shatis this youſay ? maketheſignect 


hz crofl on your breaſt. Then he forth 
rich called vpon the Brethren ; and 
vrilled rhem to take the candle our of 
is hande, and bad him for that time to 
eaue his attendance , and (it downe 


Fuiccly by him. The monke being asKk = 


d afterward of the Brethren con- 
ening his thonghtsar that time, con- 
fled tothem how he was puffed vp 
vich che ſpirit of pride, and what con- 
emptible words bharboured in his 
ought againſt the man of God. By 
tisit was eaſely to be perceiued thar 
othing could be Keptfrom the know= 
doe of venerable Benedict, who was: 
dle to penetrate the very ſecret 


al houghts of the heart. 


'd] | 


ae 


of 
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G/ tWo hundred bushcls of meale my 1 


culonſly brought to the Monaſ- ; 
 tery gale. | 


CHAP. XXkb 


kd T another time alſo inthe com 4 


try of Campania began A ore: , 
famine, and great {carcety of viquall | 
ſo thatall the wheate in Benedict h 
Monaſtery was ſpent , and bur tw 2 
loaues of bread remained for the Bre 
threns 'refeftion, Whenthe venerad] 
Father perceiued them fad, and diſco 
tented, he endeauored by a milde an | 
gentle reproache to reprehend thei 
puſillanimitie, and with faire promileſ] 
ro comfortthem ſaying: why are yo 
{ad for want of bread ? to- day you ati 
in want, but to morroW you shail haut | 
plenty. The next day there were foun 
two hundred ſacks of meale befor: 
the Monaſtery gates, by whom Go 
Allmighty ſentitas yet no man Kno 
weth, Which when the monkes " 
heic 


holy Father St. Bencdif, ©; 
| :\d they gaue thanKesto God and by 
"9 is were taught intheir greateſt want 


hope for pleuty. 


Peter. 


JVr reſolue I pray, is it to be 
J:hought that this ſeruant of God 
Kd continually theſpirict of prophe- 
, or onely at cercaine iumes with 
me diſcontinuance? 


Greenry. 


| | He ſpirit of prophecy Peter doth 
"BL notalwayes caſt his beames vpon 
: e vnderſtanding ofthe prophets; for 


it is Wricten of the holy Ghoſt. He 
eatheth where he will ; lo likewiſe 
uſt we conceiuealſo when he plea- 
th. And therefore Nathan being de- 
inded by theking if he might builde 
e temple , firſt aduiſed him to doe 
, afterward forbad him. This was 
e reaſon that Helyzzus knew not 


F*oenle vie woman weye 3. 
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{aid to his ſferuant, Who did oppoſe} 
Ict her alone, for her ſoule151n angmrh, 
or Lord hath concealed it from me, « 
not made 1t knowne. Thus God A 
mighty of his great mercy diſpoſe: 
.., with ſingular prouidence; to the er 
=, that by gining the ſpirit of prophedl 
_ * ſometimes, and at othertimes wit 
drawing the ſame , the mindes of th 
- Prophets be both eleuated aboue th 
ſelnes; andalſo betruely humbled,fc 
by receiving the ſpirit they may kno 
they are inſpired by God, and againſſo 
when they receiue it not, they ma 
conlider what they are of them 
felues. 


Peter, 


T Randeth with good reaſon wha 
4 you haue ſaid ; but I beleech yo 
proſecute whatels you remember 0 
the yenerable Father Benedict, 


boly Father St Bene. 65 


w by 2 Viſton he gaue order to cone 
trinc 4 Monaſtery. | 


Cana AaXI 


0 A requeſted by a certaine deuout 
thillan to ſend ſome of his diſciples to 
b&ild 4 Monaſtery in a mannourie of 
fois neare the city Tarracina ; to which 
onflgueſt he condefcended , and made 
inſtoiſe of his monkes whom he ſent, 
pointing them an Abbot with a 
ouolt, and as they were ſetting for- 
ard on theyriourney he you ro the 
jing : Goe, and vpon ſuch a day I 
ll come, andshew you where to co- 
uetheoratory , where the refectory, 
ad lodging for gueſts , or what els 
olall be neceſſary. So they receined his 
offfcliing and departed in hope to ſee 
mat the appointed day, for which 


cyprepared all thinges they thought 


t, or neceflary for their venerable 
whiher and his company. The night 
before 


wo 


N othertime the holy Father was 
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66 The life of onr 
before the appointed day, the man; 
God appeared infleepero him who 
he had conſtitured Abbot and to h 
Prouoſt, and deſcribed to them md 
exaCtely how he would hancthe buj 
ding ordered, And whenthey a wake 
they related to each other what thy 
had ſeene: yet not altogether reli 
vpon that viſion, they expected th 
holy man according to his promik 
bur leeing he came not at hisappointe: 
time, they retourned to him very pen 
ſiueſaying:wee haue expeted(Fathet 
your comming as you promiſed , bu 
you came not to shew vs where an 
what we should build. Theholy ma 
anſwered. Why Brethren? Why dot 
you ſay ſo? Did not I comeaccordin! 
to my promiſes And When ſaid they 
came you? Didnot I replyed he, ap 
peare to each of you in your {leepe,s 
deſcribed euery place£ Goe and accor 
ding to the direQtion was giuen you! 
that viſion,contrive the Monaſtery. a 
theſe wordes they were much aſto 
aished, and (o retournipg to the man 
nou 


nour they erected the building accor- 
ding to the reuclation. 


hk 


Peter, 


Would gladly be informed tow 


and in what manner he could ex- 


| 


vreile his mind to them lo fax of ; ſo 
:11t they should both heare, and yn- 
d:ritand by an apparition, 


Gregory. 


\4 Hat is the reaſon , Peter, 
Y thou doeſt ſo curiouſly 
jearch out the manner how it was 
done? Ir is euident that the ſpirit is of 
amore noble and excellent naturethen 
the body. And we are taught by the 
ſcripture how the Prophet was taken 
vpin Iury, and ſet downe with the 
dinner he carried with him in Chaldee: 
who after he had refreshed an other 
Prophet with his viftuals found him- 
clfe againein Iury. If then Abacuc in 
il momet could corporally goe fo farre, 
a::d 
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and carry his dinner ; what wonder if 
the holy man obtained to goe inſpiri, 
& intimateto tie ſpirits of his brethr 
what wasneceſlaryz That as the other 
went cotporally to conueigh corporall 
foode, ſo hemight goe in ſpirit to in-l 
forme them of things concerning } 
ſpirituall life. 


Peter. 


Confeſle by this your diſcourſ 
you haue giuen full (atisfaftion rol 
my doubt, yet I would gladly knovſ 
what Kind of man he was in his com:| 
mon conuerſation. 


How certaine Religious Women Were 
abſolued afier their 
death, 


C 

CHAP. XXII. F* 
TD? Yen his ordinary diſcourſe ( Peter) ÞÞ 
& had 4 certaine cfficatious werend h 

: ol 


CY 


_ 
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 UMfor 11:5 hace being eleuared in contem= 
it /ation , wonld not Ict a word paſle 
rWrom bim in vaine. Nay if atanyrtime 
rc b1d vecered any thing by way of 
alFthcearning, rather then determining, 
n-Mh:s wordes had the ſame force andet- 
{> as if he had abſolutely decreed it. 
For not far from his Monaſtery two 
Nunnes of noble race and parentage 
lucd ia a place of their owne, and a 
ectaine religious man prouided them 
rieſ:!! things for che exteriour ; bur as in 
to ſorne, nobilicy of bicth cauſerh baſenes 
n mind, fo that thoſe who beare in 
ind their owne greatnes, do leſle 
umble themſclues in this world: theſe 

lorelaid Nunnes had not as yet refrai- 

edtheirtongues by a religious habit, 
Put by their vnaduiſed (ſpeches ofren- 
'mes prouoKed to anger the good 
an who had care ouer them. Where= 
oreafter he had fora long time eridu+» 
ed their contumelious lauguage , he 
omplained tothe huly man of the in« 
r) juryes he ſuffced ; which as ſoone as 


ac;ſic man of God heard, he commanded. 


for 


D 2 them 


; 
f 4 
| 
L 


3 


Deacon cryed in that manner, they 
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70 The life of ot 
them forth wich ſaying : haue care of 
your tongues, for if you doe not x 
mend, I excommunicate you : Which 
ſentence of excomunication not w.th: 
ſtanding he did not pronounce , but 
threaten, Yet for all this they no. 
thing changed in their former condi. 
tions, withinafew dayes after , depar. 
ted this life , and were buryed in the 
church, at ſuch time as in the church; 
ſolemne Maile was ſoong , and the 
deacon ( as the cuſtome is) cryed a: 
lowd : if there be any that communi: 
cateth not,ler him goe forth: then the 
Nurſe of the two virgins ( who vled 
to make offcringes to our Lord for 
them)ſaw thei rite out of their graues 
and goe forth. This 'she oblerued 
ſundry dayes, that alwayes when the 


Went oat not able to remaine in the 
church, and calling to mind whar the! 
man of God had ſaid vnto them, w hilltFÞ 
they wereliuing (for he exciuded them 
from communion vnleſle they amen- 


ded their language and manners) $i 
with 


holy Father St, Bencdif, 71 
\ Mich great ſorrow informed the ler- 
aant of God what she had ſecne who 
1ch preſently with his owne hands gaue 
th. Moffering, and ſaid : goe , and cauſe this 
wr fMoblation to be offered to our Lord ,and 
10. they shall be no longer excommunica- 
ated: When therefore this offering was 
made, and the Deacon according to 
the ceremony cryed out, that ſuchas 
dd not communicate should goe out 
pf che church they were not ſcene to 
Poe forth any more ; whereby it was 
pparent ; that whereas they went not 
forth with the excommunicated, they 


egFycre admitted by our Lord to com» 
rMnunion, 

E654 

ed Peter, 


MT is merucilous ſtrange that this 
heff venerable and holy man as yer li- 
heſſting in this mortall life, should be able 
iſo releaſerhoſe who were vnderthe in- 
mÞitble tribunal], 
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Gregory. 


Nd was not he ( Peter ) in this 

mortall life to whom it was ſaid: 
What ſocuer the shalt binde wpon cart, 
 shallbe alſo bound -in heaucn, and What: 
foener thou thalt wnbind on earth , chal 
be alſo Unbound in heanen. W hole place 
and autority in binding, and looſciny 
they polleſle, who by fairh and ver- 
tuous life obtaine the dignity of hol 
goucrnment. And that man(an earth 
creature)might receiue this (oueraignt 
power ; the Creatour of heauen, an 
earth came downe from heauen, an 
for the redemption of man kinde, Goc 
himſelfe became man , that this ſpiri 
tuall power might be granted to fles 
For ſo Allinighty God condeicendiny 
(as it were) beneath himſelte , raiſe: 
our weakenesabows it ſclfe. , 


holy Father St.B enedict, 73 


Peter. 


| | = 
Is miraculous power 1s confire 
mcd with good reaſon. 


r 


How 2 Boy Was caft ont of his 
grane. 


C49”. XXIV. 


N a time A certaine younge 
Monke of his, who was ouer 
much affe&ted towards his parents , 
vent out of the Monaſtery without 
his benediQtion; and the very fame 
day as ſoone as he was come to them, 
hedied, and being buried , the day fol- 
lowing they found his body caſt vp, 
which they enterred the {ſecond time, 
and the next day afterit was found in 
like manner Iying aboue ground as 


defore. Heere vpon they ran ſtreight- 
Way,and fell at the feete of the moſt 
D 4 milde 
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Father Benedict imploring his aide. 
to whom the man of God with his 
owne hand gaue an holt of the bictle| 
Sacrament, ſaying. Goe, and With all 
reuerence lay this hoſt of the body cf 
our Lord vypon his breaſt, and lo bury 
him. This done the earth Kept hi; 
body,and neuer after cait jt vp. By this 


. you perceive ( Peter ) of what merit 


this man Was with our Lord lefus 
Chciſt , fith the very earth caſt forth 
the body of him who had not rece1ucd 
the blefding of Benedict- 


Peter, 


much aſtonished therar, 


[ Doe plaively perceiue it , and am 


of 


holy Father St. Benedif, ”5 


Of a Monke who leauing his Mo- 
naſtery met 4 Dragon in 
the Way. 


Cuar. XXV. 


Grezory. 

Ne of his Monkes of a wan- 
dering , and vnconſtant diſpoli- 
tion would by no meanes abide in the 
Monaſtery. And although the holy 
mi had often reprooued , & admanish- 
ed him of ir, he remained deaf to all 
perſwaſions, and oftentimes entreated 
earneſtly to bereleaſed from the con- 
pregation, So the holy Father ouer- 
come with this importunity in anger 
bid bim be gone. Scarſe was he got 
out of the Monaſtery, when he met in 
the way A Dragon that with open 
mouth made towards him, andlecing 
tready to deuoure him, he beganne to. 
quake, & tremble crying ouralowde 
helpe, helpe , for this Dragon willde- 
Ds youre 
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uoure me, The Brethren vpon this 
ſuddaimnoyſe ranne out; yet ſaw no 
Dragon, but found the Monke pan. 
ting, andafrighted ; ſorhey brought 
him back againe to the Monaſtery, 


who forth with promiſed neuer to 
_ depart fromthe Monaſtery ; and from 
thattime he remained alwaves con- 
ſtant in his promiſe, as wo by the 
prayers of the holy man was made (ee 
the Dragon ready co deuoure him, 
which before he had followed vndil- 
couered. 


How St, Benedi& cured a boy of 
the leproſy. 


Cma?”, XXxXYhL 


| Will aifo relate what I heard ofa 
:Þ very honorable ran named Antho- 


mie, w ho aficmed thac a ſeruant of his 


Father feil ito a leprofie, inſomuct 
that his haire fel! of,and his sKinne wa 
fwolne, ſo that he could noe longe 
-hade the deformity of his diſcaſe dayly 
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holy Father St, Bencaif. 77 
increaſing- This ſeruant was ſent by 


the gentlemans Father to the man of 
God , and by him reſtored to his per- 
fet health. 


0 How St, Brnedi miraculouſly procurcd 


. moncy for 4 poore man F0 diſ- 

s charge his dcbt. # 
{» 
y Cm. re. XXVIL 

I, 


: No will I conceale that, which | 
his Diſciple Peregrine was wont 

to relate, how an honeſt poore man '/ 
conſtrained by neceſſity of a debt, 
thought his onely remedie was to have 
recourſe tothe man of God;So he came 
tothe monaſtery, where meeting with 
the ſernant of God, he told him how my 
"© be was extreamely veged by his credi- pF ih 
tour for the payment of twelue $hil. = 
"FN lings. The venerable Father anſwe«- 
"red him, that in very deed hehadnot 
Ftv-clue shillings, but yer he comforted 

his want with good wordes ſaying : 
'fl goc, 6c afcer two dayes retourne hither 
; In | againe; 


78 ' Thelife of our 
againe; forat thispreſent I haue itnor 
to gine you. Theſe two dayes as ius 
cuftome was he ſpent in prayer ; and 
vpon the third day, when the poore 
debter cameagaine , there was found 
thirteeneshiliings vpon 4 chelt of the 
Monaſtery , that was full of corne, 
which the man of God cauſed to be 
brought him , and gaue them tothe 
diſtreſled man , thathe might pay 
twelue , and haue one to defray his 
charges. But to recourne to the rela- 
tion of ſuch things as I learned of his 
diſciples of whom 1 ſpake inthe be- 
ginning. There wasa certaine man had 
an aduerſary, who bare him deadely 
harred , and fo great was his malice 
| that hegaue him poiton in his drinke, 
which potion although ir procured not 
his death, yer itſoaltercd his colout 


that his body became all ſpeckled Ike 
a leapour. This man "was brought to 
the holy Father , who by his onely 
touch, cauſed the diuertity of colours 
to vanishaway,and reſtored him tohis 


health. 


Hoy 


tt 
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How 2 elaſje bottle calt downe 
Upon ſtones Was not 


brokn. 
Cui XXVIE- 
AT ſuch time as the great famine 


was in Campania, the man of 

God gaue all he had tothoſe he ſawin 
want and neceſſity ; in ſo much that 
there was no prouiſion almolt left in 
the ſpence, ſaue onely A litle oyle in a 
plaſſe vellell; yet when one Agapitus 
2 {ſubdeacon came humbly entreating 
tohaue a litle oyle/giuen him, theman 
of God ( who had reſolued togiue all 
vypon earth, that he might haue ail in 
heauen) commanded this litle oyle 
that was left to be giuen him. The 
Monke who was diſpencier heard his 
command,but was loath to fulfill, And - 
the holy man A litle after demanded 
whether he had done what he willed 
bimgthe Monkeanſwered that he had 
not gigen It > laying that if he should 
| ... 


$9 The life of our 

haue given that , there would be no- 
thing left for the Religious; hereat the 
good Father much diſpleaſed, bad fome 
other take the plaſle bortle in which 
there mee”, litcle oyle & caſt it 
out of the window , that nothing of 
the fruits of diſobedience might be left; 
to peſter the Monaſtery; which was 
accordingly done: vnder the window 
was a ſtcepe fall full of huge rough 
ſtones, vpon which the glaſlefell, yer 
it remained as whole, and entyre as 
if it had notbin throwne downe, (o 
that neither the glaſle was broke, nor 
the oyleſpilt ; which che man of God 
commanded to be taken vp and giuen 
to him that asked ir. Then calling 
the Monkes together he rebukedthe 
Religious man before them all for bis 
 pride,& want of confidence. 


%. 


holy Father St. Benedif. or 


# How an empty tunne was filled 
o . 
with oyle, 

Ne 
: Cnar, XXIX. 
of 

Auing ended thechapter he and 
Hi the Monkes fell ro their 


prayers, Intheplace they prayed was 
anempty tunne clofle covered. As the 
holy man continued his prayer the 
couer of the ſaid tunne beganne tobe 
- { bcaued vp by theoyle encreaſing vn- 
derit, Which runne ouer thebrim of 
ne veſſel vpon the floore in great a= 
boundance. Which ſo ſoone as the fer- 
uant of God Benedict beheld, heforth 
jo vith ended his prayer , and the oyle 
ceaſed to runne over, Then he admo- 
nished the diſtruſtfull , and difobedient 
Monke to haue confidence in God, 
and learne humility. So the Brother . 
thus reprehended was much ashamed, 
_ Mdccauſe the venerable Father did nor 
onely by word admonish him; bur allo 
4d miraculouſly 5how the power of 
= © -- _— 
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Allmighty God. Nor could any man 
afcerwardes doubt of what he promi. 
fed, ſith as it wereinimoinent 3 for 1 
glaſle bottle almoſt empty he hadreſ 
rored3 tunne full of oyle. | 


How he diſpoſſeſſed a Monke. 
CHar. XXX. 


+ 9 day as he was going to S. 
Iohas chappell, which ſtands 


yponthe very toppe ofthe mountaine, 


he mette the ſubtill enemie vpon 4 
mulein the habit, and comportment of 
 aphyſitian, carryeinga horne , anda 
morter, w ho being demanded whither 
he went, anſwered he was going to 
the Monkes to miniſter a potion. So 
the venerable Father Benedict went 
Forward to the chappel! ro pray, and 
haveing finished retourned backe in 
great haſt,for the wicked ſpirit found 
one of the ancient Monkes drawing 
water, and preſently he entred into. 
him, threw him! downe, and _ 


LOR 


holy Father St. Benedict. $5 
im Pittifully, As {oone as the holy 
"an retourning from prayer found 
'mthus cruelly tormented , hz onely 
ue him a blow onthe cheeks with 
is hand , and immediately draue the 
ricked ſpirit out of him, ſo that he 
u:ttneucrafcerretourne. 


Peter. 


[ Would know whether he obtained 
cheſe great miracles alwayes by 
prayer , ordid them ſometimes onely 
by the intimation of his will. 


Gregory, 


Hey who are perfedtly vnired 
with God as neceſlity requi- 
reth, worke miracles both wayes; ſo- 
etimes by prayer , ſometimes by 
wer; for ſich according to St. Tohn,- 
[5 many as receined him, he gaue them 
wer to be the children of ; ; what 
ronder isitif they hauethe priuledge, 
and power to WotkKe miracles who are 
. exalted 
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exalted to the dignity of the childre 
of God. And that both wayes they 
_worke miracles is manifeſt in St, Peter 
Who by prayer ray{ed Tabitha fron 
death ; and punished with death Anz 
niasand Saphira for their falshood. Fa 
we doenot read that he prayed wher 
they fell downe dead; but qnely tha: 
he cebuked them for their fault com. 
mitted. It is evident therefore thx 
theſe things are done ſometimes by 
ower, ſometimes by petition; ſith tha 
by reproofe he .depriued theſe of their 
life ; and by prayer reuiued he other, 
But now I will produce two other 
acts of the faithfull ſeruant of God Be. 
nedi&, by which it shall appeare ui. 
dently, that ſome things he could doe 
by power receaued from heauen, and 
others by prayer. 
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How St. Benedif looſed a Husbandman 
by bus onely fsght. ; 


GCmss XXX 


A Certaine Goth named Galla, 
' A wasof the impious ſeEtofthe A- 
rians. This fellow in the time of their 
king Totila was moſt malicioutly bent 
zoainſt all good , and deuout catho= 
lickes; in ſo much that if any clargie 
man, or monke camein his fight, he 
vas ſurenot toeſcapealiue from him: 
This man enraged with an inſatiable 
conetoulnes of ſpoile, and pillage, light 
one day vpona huſbandman whom he 
tortured with ſeuerall torments ; the 
man not able to endurethe paine, pro- 
feſſed chat he had comitted his goodes 
to the cuſtody of the ſeruant of God 
Benedid, this he faigned totheend he 
mightfree himſelfe from torments,and 
prolong his life for ſome time. Then 
this Galla gaueonertormenting him, 
and tying his armes togeather with a 


ſtrong 
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ſtrong corde, made him runne before 
his horſe, to shew him v ho this Bene. 
| dict was that had receined his goods 
to Keepe. Thus the poore man runne 
before him with his handes bounde, x 
brought him tothe holy mans Monal- 
tery, whom he found ſitting alone at 
the Monaſtery gate,and reading. Ther 
the country man {aid to Galla who fol- 
lowed furiouſly after him : loe this is 
the holy man Benedict, whom I toil 
you of, The barbarous ruftan looking 
vpon him with enraged fury, thought 
to afright him with his vſuall threats, 
an with hydeous noiſe cried our vnto 
| himriſe, riſe, and deliver yp this fel- 
lowes goodes which thou haſt taken 
into thy cuſtody. At thele clamorous 
 wotrdesthe man of God luddainely lit- 
ted vp hiseyes from reading, and lay 
{I him with the huſbandman whom he 
F  .- Kept bound, bur as he caſt his eye ypon 
his armes, in 3 wonderfull manner ine 
cordes beganne to fall of ſo quicKiy, 
that' no man could poſſibly haue (0 


ſoone yntyed them. When Galla per- 
ceiued 
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orined the man whom he brought 
ne-Mund ſo ſuddainely *looſened, and at 


doW:crty, ſtrooke in rofeare at the ſight 


WF ſo great power he fel! proſtrate, and 


oly mans feete, begged his prayers, 
(or with ſtanding the hoiy man role 
0: from his reading , but called vpon 
MI; brethren to bring him ts receaue 
is benediCtion ; F hen he was brought 
zaine vnto him, heexhorted him eo 
aue his barbarous and inhumane 
veity. So pacified by the holy mans 
imonition, he departed neuer after 
reſuming to asKe any thing of the 
ountry man, Whom the man of God 
nlooſed not by touching , but by caſ- 
ng his eye vpon him. Thus you ſee 
Peter) as I ſaid beforethat thoſe who 
rethe trueſeruants ofAllmightieGod, 
metimes doe worke miracles by 2 


ng (till abated the fury of that ter- 
ble Goth, and with his onely looke 
nlooſed the cordes where with the 
Mocent mans armes were faſt pinio- 

= ——"_— 


;X owing his Riff, and cruel] neck atthe 


ommanding' power ; for he who fat. - 
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Sheweth evidently by chequick , v 
{peedy exhibition ofthe miracle , thi 
he wrought it bya power receined, 
acually refideing in him. Now 1 vill 
alſo shew you how great, and [tran 
miracle he obtained by Prayer, W | 
1 
How he rayſcd t dead may 1 
to life, J 


b 
CHaAr,. XXXH. | 


: 
S he was oneday inthe ficld [ſo 
bouring with his Brethren , W 
ccriaine peaſant came to the Mon: 
tery caryeing in his armes the deagFel 
body of his _ Tn , and with pitcifui In 
lamentation for the loſle of his onclfi: 
| lonne,inquired forrhe holy Fatber Dy 
__ nedict. Vnderſtanding that he was! 
the field, he preſencly laid downe th 
dead corpsat the Monaſtery gate, ang 
asone diſtrated through griefe, beep" 
anneto runne to finde outthe veneraſ}l 
ble Father. Art the ſamecime the maſs 
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Wi God was coming home with his 
+ W.ciiren from labour, whom when 
Wc ſtreſſed man efpyed, he cryedour 
no him, Reltore ine my tonne, Ret- 
reme my ſonne. At the nearing here- 
f the man of God wade a litop, and 
vd : whar freind haue I raien your 
nne from you? The man replyed he 
dead, come, and rayſe him. When 
ic holy man heard this, he was much 
preined, and ſaid, Goe Brethren, goe, 
sis nota workefor vs but for Rich 
rwere the holy Apoſtles. Why will 
zſon impoſe burdens vpon ys which we 
inuwot beare? Not withſtanding the 
aFan enforced wich exceſſiue preife, 
aFFc:leueredin hisearneſt perition,ſwea - 
ulſÞng chat he would neuer depart vntill 
|: rayſed his ſonne to life. Then the 
Fun of God demanded faying where 
$09 He anſwered : his body lieth ac 
bc Monaſtery gate, Whither when * 
Fe man of God with his Brethren was 
mc, he Kneeled downe, and layed 
aſmlelfe on the body of the child : 
an rayling himſelfe with his w_ 
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heid vp towards heanen he prayed; 
Lord regard not my finnes but þ 
faith of this man who ctaucth | 
haue his ſonne reſtored co life, and cel 
tore avgaine to this body the {iy 
whichthou haſt taken fromit. car 
| had he finished theie wordes, but; 
the body ofthe child beganne tote 
at the recntty of the ſonic, that in th 
ſight of all who werepreſent , hew: 
ſeen with wonderfull quakeing t 
pant & breath whom he preſent 
rooke by the hand, & delinercd hi 
3 live & ſoundto his Father.It ſeeme 


to me { Peter ) he had not this mirac 
actually in his power , which he pra 
trated himſelfe to obtaine by prayer, 


Petey, 


V Hat you haue ſaid is v 
V doubtedly true, for youd 
fectually proue,& confirme by deed 
What was ſaid in wordes, Burt (I pra) 


certie me, whetherholy men can © 


fe 
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et, and obtaine what ſo ere they 
ug: il], or defire. 


h 

d re Of the Miracle wrought by his foſter 

i Al Scholastica. 

Cat] 

at CnuAar?. XVII. 

Ta I 

1.th 

[ Gregory. 

| V Ho was euer ( Peter, ) in 

Rr this life more ſublime in 
il 


perfection, & 1anCtitie chan. St. Paule, 
who not with ſtanding three times 
craued of our Lotrd to be free from the 
motions ofthe flesh, yetcouldnort ob- 
taineit? To this purpoſe I mult tell 
you a paſſage concerning the venerable 
Father Benedict, that there was ſome 
thing he defired, and was not able to 
accomplish. His ſiſter Scholaſtica who 
was conſecrated to Godfrom her very 
childehood, yſed to come oncea yeare 
toſee him;vnto whom the man of God 
was Wont to goeto A houſe nor farfro 
the gate within the. poſſeſſion of the 

ES EE - Monal- 
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Monaſtery. Thither she came oye 
day according to her cuſtome, andhe 
venerable brother likewiſe with hi 
difciples, where after they had {pent 
the whole day in the prayſe of $0 
and pious diſcourſes, thenight draw. 
ing on , they tooke their refetion 
together, As they were yet letting at 
table, and protracting the time with 
holy conferepce, the vertuous , and 
Religious virgin his fifter began to 
importune him ſaying : I beſeech you 
( good Brother ) leaue me not ch's 
night, that we may entertaine out- 


felues vnrill next morning in diſcourſes 


oftheioyes of heauen, To whom he 
anſwered, W har is this you ſay, {iſter] 
by no meanes can I ſtay out of my 
Monaſtery, Artthis time the sky was 
yery cleare, and nota cloud was to be 
ſeene in the ayre. The boly Nunne 


. - * therefore hearing her Brothers denial), 


layed her hands vpon the table faſt clo- 
ſcd rogether, and vpor chem inclined 
her head ro make her prayer to All- 
mighty God : As $he rayſed " " 

16a 
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head againe from thetable, on aſud- 
Gin beganne ſuch vehement .light- 
ning, and thunder ; with ſach{ aboun- 
d:nce of raine that neither venerable 
Bened:i&t, nor his Brethren were able 
0 put Foote Out of doores, For the holy 
virgin when $he leaned her head on 
her hands , powred forth a flood of 
reares vpon the table, by which $she 


changed the faire weather into foule, 


and rainy, For immediately followed 
that inundation of waters, and ſuch 
was the coherence with her prayers, 
and the ſtorme;that as he lifted vp her 
head, the cracKeof thunder was heard; 
a5if the rayſing vp'of herhead, and the 
bringing downe theſe floodes of raine 
had concurred in one and the ſame in- 
ſtant. The holy man perceiving that by 
reaſon of thunder, and lighining with 
continuall showres of raine , he could 


not poſſibly retourne , was in greatan= 


puish of rind, and ſaid vmto her : God 
Allmighty forgiue you ( filter ) whatis 
this'you hane done 2 $he repleyed, I 


made wy requeſt to you, & you would 
RO. no: 
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notheare me; I prayed to Allmighty 
God, and you {ce he hath granted it 
Now therefore if you can goe forthty 
the Monaſtery, and leaue me. Burthe 
notabletoretourne was forced to ſtay 
againſt his will. Thus it ſo fell ou 
that chey ſpent the night in watching, 
and receiued full content in ſoiriral 
diſcourſeof heauenly matters. By this 
itappeares ( aS1 ſaid before) that the 
holy man deſired ſome thing which he 
could not obtaine. For if we conſide 
the intent of the venerable Father, 
without quxzſtion he would haue hal 
the faire weather to continue in which 
he cameforth, Buric pleaſed Allmigh: 
ty God , by meanes of a woman mitz 
calouſly to cauſe the contrary. And 
noe wonder if at that time, a womal 
avere more powerfull then he,conſide 
| ring she had Along deſire to ſee himi 
and therefore ith as St. Tohn afficmetl 
Ged 3s charity with good reaſon 5h 


was more powerfull who loned mort 


——_ ” cou wy s 
4 lo 
*— -- 


Peter. 


Grant it, and am wonderfully tas 
ken with your diſcourſe. 


How St, Benedict [aW the fanle 
of his ſiſter in forme of 


a done. 


Cur; XXXIV. 


He next daythe holy, and Reli- 
gious virgin went home to ther 
cloiſter , and the man of -God to his 
Monaſtery, Three dayes after ſtan- 


dingin his cell, he ſaw the bleſſed ſoule 
of his fiſter depart out of the body, and 


informe of a doue aſcend , and enter 
into theczleſtiall manſions, Wherefore 
vith ioy congratulating her heauenly, 


glory, he gauethankesto Godin hyme, 


nes, and prayles, and ſtraightwayes 
certified his Brethren of her departure, 
whom he forthwith ſent to bring her 
body tothe Monaſtery, and cauſed it 
E 3 _ 
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to be buryedin the ſame tombe thu he 
had przpared for himieife. To the end 
their bodies might not be ſeparated by 
death, whoſe mindes were alwayes y- 
pited with God, 


"6s SONGS te thy 


How the Whole world was repreſented be. 
fore bus eyes : Aud of the 
ſoule .of German Brſ- 


hp of E apua, 
WHAP.  KXXV. 


" A N other time Seruandus Deacs, 
and Abbot of that Monaſtery 
_ (which was built by Liberius ſometime 
a ſenatour in the country of Campa- ſr 
nia) vſcdoften to viſit him ; for being 
alſoilluminated with grace, and hca- 
venly doctrine, he repaired diners.times 
tothe Monaſtery, that they might mu- 
nally communicate one to ati other 
the wordes of life, and at leaſt with 
ſighes, and.longing deſires, taiſte of 
that ſweet food of the czle(tialcoun- 
ty , whole pettect fruition they were 
| not 


or 
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ot as yet permitted to enioy. And 
ow the time of reſt being come,vene- 
ible Benedict wentvp tothe hygher 
oome of the tower , and Seruandus 
had his lodging inthe lower , from 
hich there was an open paſlage to 
z'cend tothe hygher, and ouer againſt 
the ſaid tower was alarge building in 
phich the diſciples of both repoſed 
phile as yet the Monkes were at reſt, 
the lernantof God Benediariſeing be= 
Wore to the night office, ſtood atthe 
window, and made his prayer to All- 
mighty God about midnight, when 
ſuddainely he looked forth , and ſawa 
light glancing from aboueſo bright, 8 

reſplendent, that it not onely diſperſed 
thedarKenes of the night, but shined 
more clearethen the day it ſelfe. This 
vasa merneilous ſtrange vilion,for (as 
he afterwardes related ) the whole 
vorld compacted as it were together, _ 
yasrepreſented to his eyes in one ray 
orſunne beame. As the venerable Fa- 
therhad his eyes fixed vpon this glo- 
tious luſtce, he beheld the ſoule of Ger- 
| LE 4 manus 
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manus Bishop of Capua caryed by An. 
gels to Heauenin a fiery globe. Then 
for the teltimony of ſo greata miracle 
with a lowd voice hecalled vpon Ser. 
uandus the Deacontwile, or thrice by 
his name, who much aſtonished there. 
at,came vp,looked forth, and ſaw} 
litle ſtreame of the light then diſapea. 
ring,at theſight wereof he was ſtrooke 
Into great admiration 3 andthe man of 
Godafter he had related to him the 
whole pallage, fent preſently to Theo- 
probusa Religious man inrne caſtleot 
Caſline, willing him to goe the ſame 
night to Capua, and enquire w hat hal 
happened to the Bishop Germanus. 
And itfell out ſo, that he who was ſent 
foundthe moſt Reverend Bishop Ger- 
manus dead; & inquiring more exacte: 
ly , he learned that his departure was 
the very ſame moment in which the 

.- .manof God had ſeene him aſcend. 
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Peter, 


| He wasa ſtrange, and admirable 
paſla_2; but whereas you ſaid the 
whole world was at one view repre- 
ſented to his ſighe, as I neuer expe- 
rienced the like, ſo I cannot imagine 
how,or in what mannerthis was poſ= 
ible, that the whole vninecſe should 
be {cence at once, antid by one man, 


' Gregory. 


Akethis Peter for an aſſured ye- 
rity, thattoa foule that beholderh 
the Creatour, all creatures appeare bur 
narrow ; for should we partake neuer 
ſo licle of the light of the Creatour, 
WM what ſocuer is created would feeme 
ff very licle, becauſe cheloule iseniarged 
by this beatificall viſion, and ſo dela- If 
id in the Divine pecfcfions, thaticfir "> 
tranſcendes the world, andirtſeifeallo., #F 
Theloulcrtius raptinthe light of God, 
15in her interiour lifced vp, and enabled 
RE aboue 
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aboue it ſelfe, and while thus eleuate; 
it contemplates it (elfe , it eaſely com. 
prehender how litle that is which be. 
fore it was notable to conceiue. So thy 
Bleſſed man who inthe tower ſaw thu 
fiery globe with the Angelsretourningſ 
to heauen, could not poſſibly haue be. il 
held theſe things, but onely in thelight 
of God. What wonder then if he ſay 
the world at one view , who wasin 
mind exalted aboue the world, But 
whereas I ſaid that the whole world 
compacted as it were together was re- 
preſented to his eyes, it is not meant 
that heauen, andearth were ſtreigte- 
ned by contraction, but that the mind 
of the beholder was dilated, which 
ray{edto the fight of Allmighty God, 
might eaſely ſec all things beneath 
Him. Ic followerth therefore , that the 
exteriour light which appeared to his 
|... -* Tenſes, proceeded froman inward illus 
mination of mind, by which he was c- 
| Jeuatedto hygher miſteries, & raught 
how meanely theſe inferior things are 
to becitcemed. 


Per 
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Peter. 


| Blame not now my ignorance 
which hath bin the occaſion of fo 
large, and profitable diſcourſe : Bur 
fince you haue clearelyexplicared theſe 
things vnto me, I pray , goe forward 
with your diſcourſe. | 6 | 


How St. Benedift wrotea Rule 
for his Monks, #7 


CukP: XXXVI. 


| I Would willingly ( Peter ) relate 
Ml -L more concerning this holy father, 
bur that T-mult of purpoſe omit many 
things to ſpeake of the acts of others; 
onely this 1 would not hane you to 
be ignorant of, that the man of God a- 
monglt ſo many miracles where wigh, 
he shined to the world, wasallo x: 
eminent for his doCctrine;for he wrotea 
Rute for Monkes as cleare in ſtille, as 
excellent for diſc: exion. Andif any man 
= ” -; - = 
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delire to Know more exactely the life, 
and connectation of this holy Father, 
he may there behold itasina mirrour: 
'for che Blefled man conld not pollibly 
teach ctherwiſethen he lined. 


T*, 


| H oW he prophetically foretold bis death 
: ' to bis Brethren, : 


CHAP. XXXVII. 
= ſameyeare in which he depar- 


| 
red out of this life, he foretold the: 
day of his death to ſome of his Dilci-ſ: 
ples who connerſed with him, 'and to iſ 
others who were far of, gineing (tric W1 
charge to thoie who were preſent, to iſ 
keepein lence what they had heard; MW: 
'and declaring to the abſent by what 
: fignethey should know when his ſoul 
” .. -*geparted out of his body. Sixdayes be- ſ 
forc his departure, he cauſed his graue {| 
"to be opened ; and immediately after het 
_ *fellintoa feuour, by the violece where ſi 
.of his {trength began to decay , - 
ng 
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theinfirmity dayly encreaſing, the ſixt- 
day he cauſed his Diſciples to carie 
ur: Mhim in tothe oratorie, Where he ar- 


y Mmed bimſclfe wich the pretious body” 


& bloode of our ſauiour , then ſup« 
porting his weake limbes by the 
armes of his Diſciples , he (tood vp his 

th Mhandes lifred cowards heauen and with 
[Ewordes of prayer breathed forth his 
holy ſoule, The very ſameday two of 
his Diſciples, the one liueing in the 
Monaſtery,the other ina place far re- 
mote, had areuelation in one, andthe 
ſelfe ſame manner, For they beheld a 
plorious way ſpred with pretious gar- 
ments, and enlightned with innume- 
able lampes, ſtrerching directly eaſt- 
ward from his cell vp to heauen, A 
man of a venerable aſpect ſtood a+ 
Wboue, and asXed them whoſe way 
What was, but they profeſſing they 
knew not? This faith he, is the way 
by which the beloued of God Be- 
nedidt afcended, Thus as the Dif- 
ciples who wete preſent ſaw the de- 

- parture 
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parture ofthe holy man; fo alſo tho 
who were abſent , vnderſtood it h 
this figne foretold them. He wy 
buryed in the oratorie of St. Toh 
Baptiſt which himſelte had builr vp, 
the ruines of Apolloes altar. In the 
caue alloin which he formerly lied 
euento this day miracles are wrough 
vpon ſuch as repaire thither with 
true faith, 


How 4 madde woman Was cured in S, 
Benedid his cane. 


Cnayr XXXVII. 


 T7Or very Jatcly happened this 
which I now relate. A certaine 

. woman bereft of reaſon , and alto- 

| _  geather diſtracted in her ſenſes, runne 
| Fnadde oner mountaines , and val- 
lies, through woodes, and plaines, 

day and night , nener reſting , but 


when She'was forced for m— 
| a RE 
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nelle to Iy downe ; one day as $he 
Mranged rhus madly vp, and downe, 
vi Msbc light vpon the caue of Bleſſed Be- 
Wcdict, and by chance entred, and re- 
mained there : Tne next morning 
tſ6hc came out as ſound , and perfedt 
ein ber ſenſes, as if she never had 
Whin out of them, and from that time 
Mrcmained all her life in health, and 
quiet of mind, which $he there ce+ 
couered, : 


y Peter. 


V 7 Hat should be the reaſon 
that we experience euen 
in the patronages of martyrs that 
«Fthey doe not beſtow (o great fauours 
eÞy their. bodies, as by ſome of their 
reliques ; yea and doe greater mira- 
Mcles where their bodyes are not ; at 
Micaſt not whole, and entyres 


: Gras 
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The life of our 


| Gregory, 


V K 7 Here the bodyes of hol 
Martyrs lye no doubt ( Pe. 


ter ) bur there they are able to hex 

many miracles, asthey doe. For to ſuch 

_ aS haue recourſe vnto them with pur 
intention, they shew many maruet1loy 
fauours. But in regard weake ſouls 

may doubt whether they be preſent te 
hearethem or no, in ſuch places where 

men Know their whole bodyes arc 

not :1t isneceſlary for confirmation ot 

their preſence to shew more miracle 

were the weake of faith may hae 
occaſion to doubt, Bur they who dot 
ſtedfaſtly beleeue in God , encrealt 

their merit in that, although thei 
bodyes lye nor there, yet they al- 

ſure themſelues to be heard by them, 
L.- © f Wherefore Tructh it ſelfeto encrealc 
1 the faich of his Diſciples fail, vn 
them : if [ g9C not the Paraclete 5h: 

wot cometoyon, For Where as itis vr 

hg = doub:ci:; 


10] 
Pe. 
Ven 
uch 
ue 


holy Father St, Benedift. 107 
oubtedly certaine , that the Holy 


hoſt the comforter alwayes procee- 
jth from the father, and the ſonne; 
rhy doth God the {onneſay, he will 
voe from them that the Paraclete may 
come who neuer departeth from the 
ſanne? But becauſe the Diſciples con« 
verſing with our Lord in flesh , did 
defire alwayes to behold him with 
their corporall eyes it was rightly 
aid vnto them : wnleſſe I goe away 
the Paraclete shAll not come. As if he 
had (aid plainely : If I withdrawe 
not my bodily preſence , I doe not 
chew you the loue of the ſoule ; and 
ynleſl you ceaſe to ſee mee carnally, 
you shall neuer learne toloue melſpi- 
itually. 


Peter, 


\ 
: ants ſay well, 


Thel cof onr 


Gre £07Y. 


Ow let vs reſt awhile; that by 
VN lilence we may be the berte; 
enabled for further conference, if we 
intend to proſecute the miracles of g. 
ther Saints. 


The ende of the ſecond bookeþ 
of the life of St. Be- ; 
nedict, | 


[he approbation of the Rule prucn 


by St. Gregorte the great. 


| Gregoiie Prelat of the holy Ro» 
man ſea, wrote the life of Blefled 
3-nedict : I hane read the Rule which 
ic Saint himſelfe wrote with his 
wae handes. T praylſed it , and con- 
[med itin a holy ſynod: I comman- 
edit to be molt diligently obſerued 
y all who shall be admitted tp the 
race of conuerſion through diuers 
arts of Italy whereſocuere the Latin 
ongue is read , euen to the ende_ of 
he world, I doe allo confirme the 
velue Monalteries which the Sain& 
reacd, 
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THE PROLOGVE 


)F.OVR MOST 
HOLY FATHER 
Se. BENEDICT TO 


HIS RvL EF. 


WIZ ArxxeEN © lonnetotha 

to preceptsof a maiſter, and 
incline the eare of thy 

Y hart willingly to .heare- 

ES the admonition of a pious 
ther andeffeQually accomplich them. 
hat by thelabour of obedience thou 
aiſt returne to him from whom by 


e ſlouth of diſobedience thou haſt 
parted, To thee therfore now- my 
eech is directed who renouncing 


y owne will, being to fight yrde, 
ou 


& | 
our Lord Chriſt the true Kinge take 
to theethe molt ſtrong and bright ar. 
mour of obedience, M7 ® 

Firſt of all chat what good thing, 
ſoeuer thou beginſt ro doe, thou begye 
of him with*moſt earneſt praier to 
perfe& it : that he who hath noy 
vouchſafed to reckon vs in thenum. 
ber of his children may not herakte: 
be ccentriſtated by our ill decds : forlf 
wee mult (oe at all times ferue him 
with the goods he hatch beſtowel 
vpon vs,that neither as an angry fa- 
ther he may not herafter dilinherit 
his children; noe as a dreadfull Lotd 
exaſperated by our ofiences deliue 
vs over as Wicked feruants to per: 
 petuall punishment , who would no 
follow him to glary. 

Ler vs therfoce at length ariſe theſſ 
ſcripture exciting vs , and ſaying; It is 
pow the houre to riſe from ſleepe. And 
-our eyes being opened to the deiiying 
light, let vs with aftoniched eatcs 
heare whatthe dinine yoicedaily cryc 
ing out, admonisheth vs fayeing. Thi 
day if you $hall heare his yoyce, - 

4 


ſpirit ſaith to the Churches : and what 
ich it2Come children, heare mee;Iwill 
tcach youthe feare of our Lord, Runne 
whit you haue the light of life, 
caſt the darknes of deata ſurprize 
70, 
| And our Lord ſeeking his labourer 
amongſt the multirude to Whoin here 
he [pea Ket h,ſayeth againe, Whois the 
mn chat will haue life; and defireth to 
ſec good dayes? which if thou hearing 


an{y-ereſt; I. God ſaith vnto thee; If. 


hou wilt have true and euerlaſting life, 
efraine thy tounge from euill,andthy 
ips that they ſpeake not guile, Decline 
com eniil, and doegood : Secke after 
race and purſue ic- And when you 
me done thisziny. eyes $shall be vporr 
'0u;and my eares $sbail be open to youg 
ayers, and before you can cal! vpon 
e, 1 will ſay, Behold I am preſent. 

hat thing deare brethren can bc more 


Ev-ct vnto vs, then this voyce of our 


ord inutting vs? Behold our Lord 


A3 


- through 


. 3 
len not your harts. And againe; He 
hat hath eares let him heare what the 


11} © 


'l 
M4 
v6 


| kingdome. In thetabernacle of whoſc 
| Kingdome if wee delire trodwell , wee 


ehrough his piety sheweth vnto vs the 
Waye of life. 

Our loynes therefore being pir: 
with faith and the obſeruance of good 
workes,and our feet shodde by guidice 
of the Ghoſpell of peace let vs walke 
in his wayes , that wee may deſeruets 
fee him who hath called vs vnto hiy 


muſt apply our {clues to good workes 
which 1s the only meanes wherby it is 
to bee attained. Burt let vs aske out 
Lord with the Propher ſayeing vnto 
him; Lord who $hall dwell in thy ta 
bernacle, or who $shall reſt i thy holy 
hill? After this queſtion brethren le 
ys heare our Lord anſwering ; and 
chewing vs the wayeithat leades to his 
fabernacle , ſaying. He that walk 
without ſpott, and worketh iuſtice, 


| He that ſpeaketh truth in his hart, that 


hath not forged gaile in his tongue, He 
that hath not done euill to his neigh 
bour, and hath not received reproch a 
gainſt his neighbour. Hethat reieQting 
out of his minde themalignant Devil, 

| wi 


LL: x 
vith all h's ſuggeſtions hath broughe 
them all to nought,and hath taken his 


beginning thoughts and dashtthem a+ 


oainſt Chriſt, 
They who feare our Lord doe not 


take pride intheir good obleruanceand 
well doing, but Knowing that all the 
good they haue, or can doe, proceedes 
not from themſelues , bur is done by 
our Lord , magnifie our Lord thus 
worKingein the, ſayingewith the Pro- 
pher; Not tovsLord not to vs, but to 
thy name giue glory. So Paule the A- 


poltle did not impute any thinge of his - 


preaching to himſclfe ſaying by the 

raceof God I'am whatTI am. And a» 
ganie he ſaith, He that gloryeth let bim 
glory in our Lord; And here vpon alfo 


. our Lord ſaith in the Gboipell. Hethar 


hearech chele my words, and perfor- 
meth chem, I wi'l liken him to a wiſe- 
man, that hh built his houſe vpon 
2 roche. The floods came, the winds 
blew; and beate againſt that houſe, and 
it fell not ; becauſe it was founded: 
vpon a rocke. Our Lord fulfilling 
theſerhings, expecterh dayly that wee 

; A 3 * me 


\ 


»” 
Should by deeds anſwer to theſe his 
holy admonitions, 

Therefore for the amendment of 
our cuills , he prolonges the dayes of 
this our life according to the wordsof 
the Apoſtle ſaying, Knowclt thou;not 
thatthe patience of God bringeth thee 
to repentance © For our pious Lord 
faith, I will not the deach of a ſinner 
but rather that he be eonuerted and 
line. Hauing therfore my brethren 
demanded of our Lord, w ho should be 
the Inhabitour of his Tabernacle, we 
haue hard what his duty and charge is; 
which if we fulfil, wesball belnheri. 
cours of his heaucnly Kingdome, 
Now Therefore let vs prepare our 
harts and bodyes to fight  vnder tho 
holy obedience of his commandes, and 
what nature in vs is not able to per- 
forme,let vs begge of ourLord toſuppiy 
It with the aſſiſtance of his grace. Andit 
weedelireto avoydethepaines of Hell, 
and to attaineto euerlaſting life; whi-. 
teſt yertime ſerues,and whileſt wee lie. 
in this mortall flesh, and that wee may 
performe all theſe things by the light of 
: _ Grace, 


. 7 
Grace, let vs tImſtenand doe thatnow, 
ig which may beexpedient for vs for euer 
hereafter. Wee are therefore now to 
of WI: ticuce a ſchoole of the ſeruice of cod. 
of 1 which ſchoole or inſtitution wee 
0 hope nothing shall be ordained too ri- 
& gourous or burdenſome. But if in ſome- 
"  thinges we'proceede with a litle ſeueri- 
ty, reaſon (o requiring, for the amend- 
" | ment of vices or preleruing of charity, 
do not ſtraightwayes for feare there of 
fly fromche way of ia'uari6.which isal- 
ways ſtraightand difficult in the begin» 
ning.Burin proceflc and continuance of 
this holy courtle and conuerlſation, the 
hart being once dilated, the way of 
Gods commandementsisrunne with vn — 
ſpeaKable ſweernes of loue : ſo asne- 
ver departing from his {choole, burper- 
ſeuering inche monaſtery in his dottri. 
ne vntill death, by patience wee parti- 
cipat of the ſufferings of Chriſt , that 
wee may deſerueafcerwards to bee pare 
takers of his Kingdome. Amen. 


'S 


3 The Ryle of our 


 Oftheſencrall kinaes- or life of Mankes, 


CuMXxy, I. 

T is well knowne that there an 
foure Kindes of Mokes. The firſt is of 
Cenobites ,that is monaſteriall or con- 
uentuall living vnder a Rule 
Abbot. The ſecond Kinde is of Anz. 
chorits, that is, Hermits, who notbyi 
Nouitiall feruour of deuotion bur by 
long probation in a monaſticall kinds 
of life haue learnt by the comfort and 
encouragement of others to fight a- 
w_ the Deuill,and being well armed, 
ecute now without the help of any arc 
able by Gods aſſiſtance to fight hand to 
had againſt the vices of the flesh and 
euill cogitatios ; and ſoeproceed frothe 
Fraternall army to the ſingle combat of 
of the wildernes. The third and worlt 
KindeofM 6ks are theSarabaits who ha 
uing not beene tryed vnder any Rule,by 
the experience of a sKilfull maiſter, as 
gold victh to be tryed in the furnace 


but ſofrned according to the nature of 
6 lead, 


holy Father St. Benedi&. 9 
Jead, by their warkes aqhering yet to 
the world, are knowne by their ronlure 
to- be ciſloyall ro God: who two or 
three or perhaps lingle withouta Shep- 
heard are Shut vp, not in our Lords 
cheepfolds bur intheireowne : and the 
plcaſure of their deſiers is to them a 
awe, and whartſocuer they like or 
make choiſe ofthis they will have to be 
holy, and what they miſh:Ke, that no: 
to be lawfull. The fourth kindeof moks 


be thoſe which are called Girouagli or 


wanderers, Whoall their lifetime wan- 


der through divers prouinces,and guelF+ 


wite ſtay two orthree days in one Mo- 
naſtery,and then in another,and are all- 
ways wandering and never ſeried, and 


giving themſclues allrogerher rotheir 
owne pleaſures, andto the inticements 


of pluttony ,aregenerally in all things 


worle then theSarabaits. Ofthe miſera- 


ble conuerſation'ol all which, it is Her. 


ter to be ſilent then to ſay much. And. 


therfore leauing theſe, let vs by Ge ds 
allttance ſet downe a Rule for Cano- 
birsor Conuentualls which is the pritt- 
cipall (ort of all. 
EY As What 


10 The Ryleof our * 7 


What kind of man the Abbot onght 
to bee. 


Crnar, Il. 
| A N Abbot whois worthy to hang 


charge of a monaſtery, oughtall. 
ways to remember what he 1s called, 
andto expreſſe in his a&ti0s the nameof 
Antient. Forin the monaſtery he repre: 
ſenteth che perſon of Chriſt, ſeing heis 
called by his name or title, as:the Apo: 
ſtle faith. Ye hane receined the ſpirit of 
adoptionof children in which wee cry 
abba father: And therfore the Abbot 
ought to teach ordaine or comand no- 
thing but what is conformable to the 
commandes of our Lord ( and God for- 
bid he should do otherwite) Bur let his 
commands and doctrine be mingled in 
the mindes of his diſciples, wich the lea- 
uen of the diuine iuſtice, Let the Ab- 
bot allways be mindefull thar in the 
dre dfull iudgement of God he is to 
give account both of his{dodrine, and 
of the obedience of his diſciples. y 
q 


- boly Father Se. B 

«him know thatic will be found the 
< -pheards faulr, what want of profic 
ſocuer the mailter of the family $hall 
find in his sheep ; Bur if he haue be= 
ſtowed alldiiigence on his vnquietand 
d&ſobedient flocke, and hauc employed 
the vitermoſt of his care for curing of 
their corrupt manners, then $ball he be 
4 {diicharged in the indgement of our 
of Lord,and may fay with the Propher, 
[ havenot hidden thy iuſtice in my hart, 
[ haue cold thy truth and thy ſaluarion: 
bue they contemning deſpiled me. And 
of then finally death as a iuft punishment 
Shall be inflifted vpon the diſobedier 

Sheepe. : 
. When therfore any one taketh vps 


- 


gouerne his diſciples with a twofold 
doctrine, that is, To shew them all ver- 
tue and ſanity more by deeds then by 
words :andto capable diſciples he may 
declare thecommandements of God by 
words, buttothe hard harted perſons 
and to ſuch as are more ſimple, he muſt 
thew them by his ations and life. 


And all things which he$hallteach his 


enedt. rr 


bim thename ofan Abbot,he ought to 


diſci- | 


12 . *The Role of our 
diſciples to be vnfitting, by his ownez. 
Mons let him shew chat they ought 
not to be done :lea(t preaching well ty, 
others, hee himſelfe be foid reprobate 
and God fay: vnto him finning. Wiy 
doeſt thou declare my iuſtices, andta. 
keſt my teſtament in thy mouih, Thou 
haſt hated diſcipline and haſt caſt my 
ſpeeches behind thee. And, Thou who 
haſt ſcene a moare in thy brothers eye, 
haſt not ſeenea beamein thy owne. Le 
there be no acception of perſons in the 
monaſtery. Let not one be loued ot 
fFauoured more then an other, except 


fach a oneas in good workes and obe: 

dience shall be found to ſurpaſle others, 

Letnota freemi orof better jaxentag 
e 


coming to Religion, be preferred be: 
fore him who is of ſeruile or meaner 
condition , Except there be ſome other 
reaſonable cauſe for it. Bur if vpon iuſt 
conſiderationsthe Abbor shal ſoe chink 
fitting let him doeit, in anyranckeor 
degree what ſocuer,other wile let euery 
one Keepe their owne places. Becauſe 
whether bondman or Lee man , Wee 
ars all one ig Chit, andbeare av e- 


= YC quall 


holy Father St. Bened:B, 


Cans 


6 of perſons. Onely inthis he maKerh 
2 difference, if in good worKkesand hu- 
mility wee furpaſl& others. 
Therefore 8 the Abbot beare c- 
uall loue towards all : and ler all be 
{bic& ro the ſame orders , and dilci- 
pline according totheir deſerts. For the 
M Abdor ought allwayes in his doctrine 
to obſerue that Apoſtolicall forme 
whereitis ſayd, Reprooue, intreate,re- 
prehend, chatis; tempering,as times and 
occalions require, faire ſpeeches with 
terroprs. Let him shew both the ſcueri- 
ty of a mailter, and the pious affeftion 
ofa father: thatis,he ought shacply to 
reproue {auch asare diſordered and yn- 
quiet , andoftheother {idetodeale by 
intreaty with tuch as ar obedient mild 
and patient, exhorting themto goe for- 
wards in vertue. Bur by all meanes the 
negligentandcontumacious pn ler 
him ſeuerely reprooue and chaſtiſe. 
Let him not diſſemblerhe ſinnes of 
delinquets, butas ſooneasthey appeare, 
| let lum vie all poſlible endeuour vt- 
EE AA. terly, 


quall bucthen of ſeruitude vnder one 
Lord; for with God there isnoe accep- 
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14. The Rule of our 
terly to roote them our, remembring 
the danger of Hely Pricſt of Silo.The 
- more honeſt and vnderſtanding ditpa. 
fitions ler him for the ficit and teccnd 
time admonish by words ; but the 
. ſtubborne, hard harted,prond and dilo- 
bedient, euen in the very beginning of 
ſinne,let him chaſtife with ſtripes, and 
bodily punishment , knowing that it 
is Written, The foole is not correCted 
with words. And againe;Strike thy ſone 
with the rod , and thou shaltdeliger his 
ſoule from death. 

The Abbot ought always toremem- 
ber, whatheis, and whar he is called, 
and that to whom more is committed, 
from him more is exaCted, Anti let 
him conſider what a difticult and hard 
tas ke he hath vndertaken, ro gouerne 
ſoules, and to accommodate himſelf to 
the humors of many. W hereof ſome 
ar to be led by faire ſpeeches , others by 
Sharp reprehenſions , and others by 

erſwaſions, Therefore let him ſoc 
| /conforme himſelf to each one accor- 
| «ding totheit quality and vnderſtiding, 
| that he may not onelyſuffcr noe lofi * 
? | 90\» 


:<vertnous flocke. | . 
Aboue all things let him take heede 
caſt he diſſemble or lule regard the 
:luation of the foules committed to 
him, and haue more care of tranſitory 
and woridly things : but let him al. 
wayes conſider that he hath vndertake 
the gouernmenTt of {onles, of which he 
Isallotogiue an account. And that he 
Wmay not complayne for want of rem. 
porall meanes let him remember what 

is written. Seeke fiiſtthekingdome of 
God and his 1uliice,and allthele thinges 


Norhing 1s wanting to ſuch, as feare 
him. And ler lum Know that he who 
vndertakes the gouernment of'ſoules 
mult prepare higaſeife ro giue an ac- 
count ofthem. And what the number 
of brethren vnder his cage 1s, ler him 
certainly Know that attheday of Iudg- 


ment he is to giuean accqunt to our 


Lord of all their ſoules beſides the ac- 
court heis to giue forhisowne. And ſoc 
uvayes fearing the furure, account of 


holy Father St. Benedi, © Io 
he flock commirted to him, but may 
| reioyce intheincreale and profic of 


chall be giueny 1t2 you. And againe, 


CY Tet nes 


16 The Rulcof our 
a paſtour for the flock committed t; 
h:s charge , whilſt he is {ollicitous fo 
other mEs accounts, he is alſo made car 
full of his owne. And whi.it hc reclay. 
ineth others by his admonitons, lun. 
{elfeis freed from vices. | 


Of calling the Brethren te 
connſell. 


Cunanr HE 


_ n 
P 
Mt A S$ often as any principall ratterMc 
WW... is to be donne in the monaſtery; iſ 

( 
| 
| 


let che Abbot call rogeatherc all the c0- 
grepation,and ler him declare whatthe 
| . matter is- And hearing the counſell of 
il his brethren, let him conſider prudently 
56 wich himſelfe, and' doe what heshall 
iudge molt expedient. And the reaſon 
why wee ordaine that all be called to 
connſell, is becauſe our Lord oftente: 
uealcth to the younger , that whichis 
beſt. And letthe brethren giue counſel 
with all fubietion and humiliry , ard 
not preſume ſtifly to defend their owne 
opinions-z: but let them refer ic to the 

| Abbots 


boly Father $ t, Benedits, 19 
bbots diſcretion; and what he s$hall 
hinke expedient, to that ler them all 
Mubmit. And as itbelongeth tothe diſ- 
jples co obey their maiſter ; ſo it be- 
ouerh him to dipole all chings pro- 
uidently and in & In all chinges 
herefore let all follow the Rule, as 
their miſtris , and let no man.cashly 
ſwarue from it, Let none in the mo- 
Waſtery follow their ogne wills. 
Neither let any one preſume with in 
or with outthe AF 2k peruerſly to 
contend with his Abbot : which if he 
dee, let him be ſubie&ro regular diſci- 
pline : Not with ſtanding letche Abbot 
doe all thinges with the feare of God, 
and obſeruance of the Rule, knowing 
that he shall doubtedly giue an accout 
of all his udgements , ro God our moſt 
uſt Iudge. And if any leffer chingesare 
to be donne far the bencfic of the Mo- 
paſtery, let him onely vſerche counſell 
;} of the Seniours,as it is written. Doe all 
| thinges with counſel] and thou shalt 
Y 2ot afterwards repent thee of ir. 


Which 


z$ To The Role of 6H 


Pub bee the inſtruments of good 
Workes, 


CaAs. FY; 


I: of all to love our Lord Co 

With ail his hart, with al! his ſoul 
with ali his ſtcengeh. They his ncigh 
bonc as him lſelfe. Then not to kill. No 
tocommit%aduitery . Not to ſitcale. No 
to couer.Nottc beare falſe witneſle Te 
honour all men. And whar he will no 
haue donne to himſelfe ler him not dc 
to another, To deny himielfe ro him 
ſelfe that he may foliow Chriſt, Tc 
chaſtize his body. fx otto ſeek afterd 
lights. Toloue faſt:ng. To relceue ihe 
 poore. To cloth the naked. Toviſit the 
ſicke. To bury the dead. To help thoſe 
that are in tribulation. To comfort the 
fadd. To withdraw uimſeife fromlifl, 
worldiy buſineflcs. To preferre nothing 
before the loue of Chriſt. Nor io gue 
waye toanger.Nor to beare reuenge in 
his mind. Norco foſter guile or deccipti 


.in his batt. Not to make tayned Peace, 
| Not 


'ottoforſake charity. Not to ſweare 
all, leaſt perhaps he for{weare him- 
|fe. To {peake thetruth from hart and 
outh. Not to doe euwill for euitl, Not 
pdoe any injury. Yea and patiently to 
fer an injury donne, To loue his ene- 
xes, Notro ſpeakeill of ſuch as ſpeake 
of him, but rather to ſpeake Well 
| them, Toſuffer perſecution for iu(- 
ce, Not to be proud, Notalouer of 
ine. Not a great eater. Not drowlie, 
or flouthfull. Nota murmurer. Not 
dzrracter, To put his truſt in God. 
/hT heshall ſeeany goodchinig in him- 
le, lechim attribute itco God, norto 


hat euill is donne by him elfe,and ther. 
re let him attribute it to him leife. To 
are the daye of judgement To beat- 
aid of Hell. Todeſ:c iife everlaſting 


rays beforehis eyes. To obſerue eue- 
yhouure the aftis5 of his life. To know 

Ir certaine thac God beholdeth him 
FW cucry place. Preſently with the re- 
membrance of Chriſt co put away euill 
loughts entering into his hart, and to 


reackle 


holy Father St. Benedi@. 19 


imlclfe. Bur lec him aiways know” LY 


mth ſpirituallthicſt, To have death al-. 


20 The Rule of our 
reueale them to his ſpirituall father, 
keepe his mouth fro euil] and navy 
ty words, Not to loue much talky; 
Not to ſpeake vaine words and ſuch; 
mooue laughter, 'Not to lone mu 
and diflolute laughter. Willing!y 
' heare holy readings. To praye ofte 
_ denontly. To conlel dayly to God; 
praier euillspaſt, with tears and ſight 
Toamend thoſe euills for the time if 
come. Not to fullfill the defiers oft! 
flesh. To hate his owne will. To obe 
the commandements of the Abbot i 
all chings,although he himſelfe(whic 
God for bid ) should doe other wil: 
being rwindefull of that precept of ou 
Lord, what they ſaye doe yee : bu 
what they doe, doe yee not. Nottode 
. ter to bee called hoiy,till he be ſoe,an 
ficſt to be ſoe,that he may truly becal 
led. ſo. Dayly to ful:fill indeeds, th 
commanndemets of God. Toloue cha 
ftity. To hate noe man. To fly enu! 
and emulation. N ot to loue conten 
ton, To fly haughtines, To reueren 


ti 


hely Father St. Begenic?, 21 
. Wis elders. Ta love his inferiours for 
0h hciſt his ſake. To praye for his eni- 
ingWyes. To make peace with his aduer= 
hMrcy before the terting of the ſonne, 
ucWod neuer to difpare of Gods mercy, 
' (Wehold theſe are the inftruments of 
heWicicuall profeſſion , which chings 
I ihen they, shall night and day con- 
eMancly be performed by vs, and layd 
 (Wpen in the Fay of Ipdgement, that re= 
uWard shall be giuen vs in recompence 
Wy our Lord , which ,he hath promi- 
ified, that eye hath not ſeene, nor care 
IWcard, nor hath aſcended in to the 
Wat of man, what God , hath pre- 


"uiacred for thoſe that loue him, The. 


uſorke houſe where all theſe things 
Wire to be done, is the cloyſter of the 
nWonaltery and ſtability in the Con- 
Wrcpation. 
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The Rule of our 


Of the obedience o ſ the diſcs. 
ples, 


CHa P. V. 


He firſt degree of obedienceischt 

dience With outdelay..This beſce 
meth thoſe who eſteeme nothing mor 
deareto them then Chriſt by reatono 
the holy profeſſionchey haue made, off 
for the teare of Hell, or glory of lifee$ 
neriaſting. Preſently as ſoone as an 
thinge sball be commanded them þ 
the ſuperiour,asif it weare commandec 
by God,they make noe delay in docing 
it. Qt whom our Lord ſaith; Fromthe 
hearing of theeare he hath obeyed me 
AndtoSuperiours and teachers he faith 
He who heareth you heareth me. There 
fore ſuch perſons as thuſe leauing pre 
ſently all their owne occaſions and for 
fakeing their owne will, caſting ovt 0! 
their handsand leauing imperfect what. 
they were about, with the ſpeedy foot 
of obedience follow with :ieeds che 


vyoiceofthe commander. And as1t were 


holy Father St. B-nedid, © 2g 
one moment the command of the 
alter,and the perfect worke of the 
ciple inthe feare of God, goe borh 
nely together,and are {peedely effe- 
d by thole w hothitſt atter life euer- 
ng. Theſet«ke the narroV Way of 
hich our Lord ſaith; Narrow 1s the 
ay which leadeth to ifc,nor liuing ac- 
rdIngto theirowne wii: or foliowing 
cir owne delicrs and pleaſures; buc 
bing in monaſteries,and hauinganAb- 
xoucr them, waiKing acco- ding to 
sdireftions & commandes. W.th out 
ubt {uch astheſt imitate that fentence 
our L ord where he faith; I came 
t to doe my owne Will bat the wilt of 
m who ſentme, And This ob«<dience 
ll thEbe acceptable ro God and plea- 
gtomen, if that w hich is comman- 
| be done, not feacefully ; ſlowly, 
Idiy,or with murmuration,or wv ith. an 
[wer chewing vnwillingi:es. Becauſe 
e obedience which is given ro ſus 
tours is ginen to God; who hath 
d.He who heareth you heareth me, 
refit ought to bedone of che diſcples 
inf ta good wall ; becauſe God iouerh 


a char 
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a chearfull giver. If the diſciple oþ 
with an ill will and shall murmur n; 
onely in words, bur alſo in his hin 
thovgh he fulfill what is command 
him, it will not be acceptable be; 
God, who conlidereth the hart of | 
murmurer. And for ſuch a workehS 
ball not ger reward , but rather 1 
curreth the penalty of murmurers 
if he docnotamend and make {atisf 


Of Silence, 


GCuar?r. Vl. 


Er vs doe according tothe fayein 

ofthe Prophet. I haue ſaid I wiſh 
keepe my wayes, that I offend noti 
my tongue. haue been watch full ou 
my mouth, I have held my peaceant 
humbled my ſelfe and been filent fron 
ſpeaking good thinges. If therfor 
"2m times according tothis ſaying 
the Prophet for ſilence ſake we are t 
abſtaine from good talke; how muc 
more ought we to refraine , for th 

| gul 


huly Father St, Benedif. 25 
wilt and penalty of ſinne from euill 
words. Thetfore for the grauity of (1- 
Wic.icc let leauc of ſpeaking ſeldome be- 
Moiucn, cuen to perfect diſciples, though 
ff good and holy matters and tending 
MWo edification, Becauſe it is written. In 

much {peaking thou Shalt not eſchew ES, 

inne. And in another place. Death 
and life in the hands of the tongue. For | 4 
: behoueth a maiſter to ſpeake and £1 
cach , and it be{eemeth a diſciple to | 
hoide his peace and heare. Thecfore 3f 
ny thing be to be asKed of the Priour 
cir be done with all humility ſubiec- 
on and? renerence , that they may 
ot ſeeme to {peake more then is ne- 
ellary. Bur ſcurrilities or idle words 
nd ſuch as moue laughter, we vtterly 
ondemne and forbid in all places. And 
oe not permitt a diſciple to open his. 
Wouth ro luch ſpeeches. 


The Rule 6! on? 


Of Humility. 


(mar. Vi; 


_ holy ſcripture cryeth to vs 
brethren ſaying , Every one who 
exalteth himfcife shall be hiibled, and 
he who humbleth himſclfe, shall be 
exalted. Hereby declaring vnto vs, 
that all exaltation,is a Kinde of pride, ih; 
which the Propher sheweth how 
carefully he auoyded, {aying ; Lordi 
my hart is not exalced neither are my 
eyes lifced vp;ncithcrhauel wa'ked in 
great things,norin Wonders aboue my 
ſelfe. Bur what? IF I Gid not thinke 
humbly but have exalted my ſoule: As 
a child weancd from his mother, ſoc 
wile thou reward my ſoute, Wherforc 
brethren, if we will attaine to true hu- 
mility, and will (ſpeedily come to that 
heauenly exaltationto which we a(ccd 
by the humility of this preſent life; by 
our aſcending ations that ladder 1s 
tobe ſet vp which appeared to Jacob 
in 
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holy Father St, Benediff, 27 

1 his ſleepe, where he ſaw Angels 
eſcending andaſcending. That deſcet 
ndaſcent figmifieth nothing elſe, but 
hat wee deſced by exalting our ſelues.. 
.od aſcend by humbling our ſelves. 
ind this ladder thus erected is our life 
ec in this world, which by humility 

fhart is lifted vp to heauen by our 

0:6; And the ſydes of this ladder we 

nderſtande to be our body and ſoule, 
nwhich the divine mateſty hath pla- 
ed diuers degrees of humility,6 difci- 

line to be a{cended. 


The fri de gree of Hunubty, 


He firſt degree of hnmility is ts 
haue always the feare of God be- 

vre his eyes,andnot to forgett himiſelfe 
Jut to be ill mindefull of all chivges 
hat God hat commanded : 8& to re-- 
nember that ſuch as contemne God, 
al into hell for their finnes ; and that 
laſting life is prepared for ſuch as 
x 2 feats 


28 The Rule of our 
featehim. And ſoc to keepe himlelfe 
fromall linne & vice of thought, word 
cyes, hands, feet and proper Will;and 
ſoe ſ{peedely cut of all fleshly deficrs, 
Let him thinke himſeife to bealwaysi 
beheld from heauen of God; and all his 
actions, whereſoeucr hebe to ly open 
to his divine ſ1pht , and to beprefen. 
ted to God cuery howre by hs 
Angells. Tae Prophet declareth this 
when he sauch Godto beallways pre: 
{ent to our thoughts in theſe words, 
God fearcheth the hart and reynes 
And,Our Lord Kknoweththe thoughts 
of men that they are vaine. And a- 
oaine, Thou halt vnderſioode my 
thoughts a fare of. & Thethoughtof 
man $hall confeſle to thee. Let therfore 
the humble brother , that he may be 
carefull to auoid euill thoughts, all- 
ways laie in hishart. Then $hall I be 
with out ſpore before him, if I shall 
keepe mefcom my iniquity, The'fccip- 
tuce alſoe forbiddeth vs to doe out 
owne willlaying,Leauethy owne wil 
& delice. And belides webeggeof Goc 
I 


holy Father St, Beneatt. 2.9 
Ifc WJ in our daily praier that his will may be 
rd Ml dane 1n vs. 
nd We are taught therefore with 
rs, good reaton to take heede of doing 
ys our owne will, the ſcripture ſaying. 
is Thereare wayes which (eeme right to 
en mc,che end where of plungeth cuc into 
nM the deepe pitt of hell, And agoine fpea- 
5 king of negligent pertons; They are 
sf corrupted and made abominable tn 
their plealuies. And in the deliers of 
the fizsh wee ought to belecue God to 
bealwayes preſentto ys, according to 
that of the Propher ſpeaking co our 
Lord Befoarechecis all my delice. Lec 


death is nzare to the entrance of de- 
light, where vpon the ſcripture com - 
cf manderh. Follow nor' thy concupil- 
-f cences. It therefore the eyes of our 
Lord bchold bo:h good & bad, and our 
Lord always lookes downe from 
heauen vpon the ſonnes of men, tolee 
Whois vider ſtinding or ſeckeing God 
and that our wotkes are by our An- 
gells Guardians daye & night told to 
Bz our, 


vs thentake heed of il] defices, becauſe 
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go The Rile of our 
our Lord and maker; We mult ; 
waystake heed, Brethren , leaſt ( 
the Prophet in the Plalme faieth) God 
ſometymes behold vs declining toeuill 
& become vnprofitable : and thougj 
he ſpare vs forthe preſent becauſe he 
1s merciful! and expecteth our conver: 
fion and amendmenc,leaſt he ſay to ys 
hereafrer , Theic thinges thon hall 
done & I haue held my peace. 
The ſecond degree of humility is, n 
1f not loning his owne will he ſeckefÞ ic 
not to ſatisfie his defters, but imitate d 
that ſaying of our Lord, Icame not to . 
( 
{ 


doemy owne will, but the will of him 
who ſent me. The (cripture lik wilc 
ſaieth; The will hath vunishment, and 
neceſlity purchaſerh'a crowne. 
| The third degree of humility is,1t | 
for the loue of God he ſubmir him- Ill « 
1elfe with all obedience to his fupe- 
Tiour, imitating our Lord of whom the 
Avoltell ſayrh, He was made obedient 

euen todeath. | 
The fourth degree of humility is,It 
that-in obedicnce hard and contrary 
thinges 


hyly Fathcr St, Benedi@. $I: 
a M:nges & ailo iniurious beinge done 
Mo bi, he imbrace them patiemly 
oof v1th a quier conlcience ; and tutfering 
11 gcowe not wearye,and giue oucr,accor- 
bf ding co that of the (criprure, Who per- 


ned, Andagaine, let thy hart be com - 
forced & expedt our Lord. And $he- 
wing that the faithfuli man ough: for 


3 
'$ 
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never ſo contrary , he ſayth in the per= 
M {on of the lufferers. For thee we (uffer 
death all che dayc longe: wee are eltee- 
med as $heep of the ſliughter, And 
being aſſured by hope, of ice-rard at 
Gods handes they goe on reioycing & 


cone by the help of him who hath 
loned vs, Andlikewile in another pla- 
ce the ſcripture laith. Thou haſt pioned 
vs a Lord : thou haſt tried vs with fie 
as filuer is tried, Thou haſt broughr 
vs intotheſnare; Thou halt laid cri- 
bulation vpon our backs. And to 
Shew that we ought to be vnder a 
Prior or ſuperionr ho followes on 

B 4. ſaying. 


ef (cucreth vaorili the end he shall be (ſa- 


our Lord to beare a'] ritinges,, chough! 


ſaying, Bar in all theſethinges, we ouer- 
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32 T he Rule of our 
ſaying. Thon haſt placed men oe; 
our heads, Fuifilling alſo by patience 
theprecept of our Lord in aduerlitye 
& 1ntiuries, being ſtruck on the onelffl 
cheeke they offer the other : leane 
their cloaKesto him whotakes awaye 
their coate;& being coltrayned to cariy 
 aburdenonemile,goe two miles. And 
'with Paulethe Apoſtle ſuffer falſe bre- 
#hren & perſecutions, and blcle thok 
who reuile and ſpeakeill of them. 
The fift degree of humility is, toms 
nifeſt to his Abbot by humble confel: 
fionall theill thoughts of his bart,and 
ſecret faults committed by him. The 
ſcripture exhorteth ys hereunto ſaying, 
Reueale thy waye to our Lord, and 
hope in him. And againe, Confeſle to 
our Lord becauſt he is good, becauſe 
| his mercy is for ever. A1.d fuchermore 
thePropher faith, I haue made Knowne 
vnto thee mine offence, 8& 1 haue not 
hidden my imuſtices. I hane ſad,1 will 
declare openly 2gain{t my ſelfe to our 
Lord mine iniuſtices : and thou hall 


pardoned the wickednes of my hart. 
T he 


holy Father St. Bonedit, 35 
The fixt degree of humility is. If a 
nonke becontent wirh all baſencs and 
ex:remity, & in all chinges which are 
moyned him , he chinke himfeife an 
el 2nd vnworthy fernant, {aying 
wiih the' Prophet, I have bcene 
bought to nothing, & Knew note [ 
haze beene made like a beaſt with 
thee,and Talways with thee. 

Theſeuenth degree of humility is, 
that he not onely pronounce with his 
-M tongue, bur alſo with his very hart be» 
-M [ecuc himſelfe to be infteriour to aH & 
ME moit abict; and humbling himſelfe 
Wiye with the Prophet, I am a worme 
ard nota man, the reproch of men & 
the outcalt of the People. I ami exalted, 
humbled and confounded. And againe, 
[tis good for methat thou haſt hum 
bled me, that I may learne thy com + 
mwandements. 
The cighr degree of humility is. 
That a:monke doe nothing but what 
the common Rule of the monaltery or 
ihe examples of his ſeniors teach and 
extort him, 
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' The ninght degree of humility is, 
For a monke toretraine his tongue ft; 
ſpeaking and be ſilent cill a queſtion 
be asked him, remembring the ſay. 
ing of the ſcripture. In many words 
ſinne shall not beauoided;&rhart a talk. 
ing man hall not be directed vpon 
earth, ; 

The tenth degree of humility is, 
Notto be facileand prompt to laugh. 
ter,for itis written, The foole exaltc;h 
his voice in lavghrter, 

The eleventh degree of humility is, 
For a monke when he ſpeaketh, to 
ſpeake gently and with our laughter, 
humbly, with gravity or fewe words, 
and diſcreetly, and nut be clamorous 
in his voice; for it is written, Awile 
man .is knowne by ſpeaking few 
words. 

The twelfth degree of humility is 
For a monke not only to haue humi- 
lity in his hart, but alſoto shew itin his 
exteriour toall that behold him ; at 
worke, in the Monaſtery, in the Ora- 
torie , inthe Garden ,inthe kelde , - 
ep | poratgte 7 


Ee? 
"—C 


ow Fm : == 


| an. 


ao www o& y_—_ F > | SY 


toly Father St. Benedif. 35 
the Waye or where {oeuer, (1tting,Wal- 
ro king or ſtanding, that he hauc-a:wayes 
nM ins head inclined & his eyes fixed on 
/. th-grownde, thinking himſelfe ever 
4 ovilcy for his; finnes, and ready to be 
MW prclented before the dreadfull iucge» 


ma of God, and fo ſaying to.himleite 
wiih the Publican of the Ghoſpel!; 
Lord,I a ſinner am not worthy to hifc 
mine eyes vp to heauen, Andagaine 
wich the Prophet; I am bowed downe 
and humbled on euery fide. And 
thus all theſe degrees of humility 
being alceded, a monke hall preſently 
come to that loueof God which isper- 
tke&-and expelleth fcare, whereby all 
things w hich at the beginnig he obler- 
ved through feare,he shall now begin 
to doe by cultome without any labour 
25 it were naturally , not for the feare 
of Hell, bur for the loue of Chriſt, and 
out of a good cultome and a delight in 
vertue, which our Lord will by the ho- 
ly Ghoſt voutchlafe to worke in his 
(ccuant now cleare from vice & finne. 
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The Rale of cur 


Of the dinine office in the 


myghtcs, 


Caasy. VIII. 


N the wintertime,that is, from the 

kalends of November till Eaſterac. 
cording to Areaſonable confideration, 
letthemriſe atthe eight hower of the 
night, that they may reſt cill a littleaf. 
ter midnight , and then after d:{geſtion 
riſe, As _ thetime that remaines af. 
cer Mattines , let the Brethren who 
wantſomething cf. the Plalter orlel- 
ſons, beſtowe ic on meditation. But 
from Eaſter roche Kalends of Novem: 
ber, letthe houre for Mattines oe be 
ordered, thata litle time being lef\ for 
the Brethren-to goe forth to the necel: 
ficies of nature, by and by the Laudes 
which aretv be ſaid about the breakeo 
dayc may beginne, 
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holy Father St, Benediff, 37 


How many Pſalmes are to be ſrade tn 
the night bowres. 


Cuar. IX. 


N winter time having f(t ſaid the 
verſe Dewus tin adrntorinm mam inten 
de, Domine ad aduunandum me feilind, 
then Domine /abta mes aperies os menm 
annuntiabit laud:mtiuam 1s to be repe- 
ted chriſe. To which is to be added the 
third, Plalme,$ after ir a Gloria Then 
the 94. Plalme with an Anthymis to 
be layd or ſoge. Nextafrerleta Hymne 
follow : and then {ix Plalmes with 
Anchymes, winch being ſaid with t 
verſe, letthe Abbot giue bleſſing, The 
all ficting doune on benches, let the 
brethren readthree Leſlons by turnes, 
the booke lying on a will , and after 
every leffon ler a re{porlory be fong. 
Let two reſpunſaries be ſaid with out 
a Gloria ; Bur afcer the chird leflon he 
who lingerh it , ler him alſo linge a 
Glais which when the linger be- 
| ginetix 
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gincth letall riſe from their feats, 
the honour & reuerence of the holy 
Trinity. And ict the ſcriptures as wel 
of the oid tettament as ihe new hb; 
read at mattines, and the expolitions 
vpon them made by :he molt famous 
orthodox & Carholik fachers. Afer 
theſe three leflons & their reſponlo. 
ries, let other {1x Plalmes foilow, (onge 
with alleluya. After thisler a leflon out 
of the Apoltle bee recited by hart, 
anda verſe & the ſupplication of the 
Litanics that is a Kyrie eley{on,& loc 
end the mattines ot night Vigils. 


Huw the matines or night of fice 1s to bee 
celebrated 1n ſummer, 


GmAP.::X. 


Rom Eaſter till the kalends of 
Nouember,let the ſame number of 
Plalmesbe obſerued as before we haue 
appointed , bur let not the Leflons be 
read becauſe of the shortnes of the 
vighr, but inplace of thoſe _ leſ- 
| ons; 


holy Father $t. Benedic>. 39 
toons, let one be ſaid by hart out of the 
olyM{ccltament , & afterthata short Re- 
ellBW-ontory, and ler che reſt be performed 
beſW5 before 1s appointed, ſo that their ne» 
0sMuct be fewer then twelue plalmes ſaid 
us: mattines, beſides the third & 94. 
er Mſlzlme. 


low the mattins or night office 15 to be 
celebrated on Sondayes. 


Gur. Xt. 


N the ſundaye let them riſe tc: 
wattines more timely , and ob- 


long { as be fore we haue ordained) & 
the verſe, let all (itt downe decently in 


their ſeats , each one in their order, let . 


foure Leſſons be read outof a Booke 
with their reſponſories , and in the 


the Glorisz at the beginning of which 
let all ciſe with reverence. Afcerthele 
kflons,let ſix more Plalmes foilow in 
order with their anthyms anda verleas 

= os before. 


{rue this order,that fix Plalmes being. 


fourth only ler him thar ſinges it {aye 


V2" . n 
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before. Aﬀter which againe let ther 
be read o:her foure lefloris with their 
reſponſories in the {1me order as the 
former. And then let three camticie; 
beſaid our of the Prophers {uch as the 
Adbor shall apyoint which canticles 
areto be longe with alleluya.Thenthe 
verſe being faid & the Abbo: hauing 
given the benediCtion, let other tours 
leſlons beread out of the new telt 1m} 
in the lame ordeas before,& after ths 
fourth re{ponſory, let the Abbot be- 
oinne the Hymne Tc Dewm laidamu 
which being ſai4,let the Abbot read a 
[effon of the Ghoſpell ail (tanding with 
reuerence and trembleing:which being 
read;all anſwer Amen:and then let the 
Abbot preſently goe on with the W 
hymne Te decet [ans : And the bleſſing WM 
being giuen lethim begin Laudes. This i 
order is alwayes to be obſerued on 
Sundayes mn ſaying the vigills or mat* 
tines, as well in lom mer as winter cx- 
cept perchance, { which God for bidtt 
liappen ) they ryſelate, be cauſe then 
ſome what is to be shortned of the 


Icflons 


—_ — a— Qu mr a_ 


holy Father St. Bened. 41 
er M:fons or refſponſories. Bur let good 
cir heed be taken that this happen not and 
is Miifir doe, let him by whoſe negle& ic 
ics Wappenech make ſatisfaction for it un 
he rhe Oratorye 


es 

he WY HP rhe ſolemnity of Landes is to be © 
I performed . 

re 

Ct CHAP. ALE 

1c 

A Or the ſundaye Laudes,ler fir{t rhe 


l1xe Pſalme be ſaid plaine with 
out anthyme , after which ſaye the 
fifuerh Plalne with alleluya, andafter 
that the hundred and ſeventy Plalme 
and the ſixty two Pla'me, Then the 
BenediMtions & praicres with a leſſon 
out of che Apoc- ips by hart; and are(- 
ponſory , 4 hy mne an.{ a verſe wich a 
canticleour of the Ghoſpell & the Li- 
tanies,and ive end, 


Hei'y 
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tow the Landes are to be celebrated 
pritat dayes. 


Cu APs X1II. Wi 


N priuatdayes let landes be thulfſhn 

cclebrated, Let the fixc Plall: 
me be fayd with out an anthynit 
plaine and protraCting it (as vpon (wt 
daye) that all maye come to he fit! 
tiech which is to be ſail with on Ani; 
thyme. Afcer which let ocrher wt 
Plaimes belayde according to thecuWi:: 
ſome, that is on mundaye.he hitanh; 
five & ithirtieth : on Taeidaze thc 
forry two and the fif 1cth fix. On wid 
neſgday the fixty third, and the fix: hi 
fourth, On Tharday che eight y ſeucncd 
and the eighty ninth. On triday chi 
ſeuenty fine & the ninty on : and onlif; 
farurday the hundreth and ewo,& ihe 
canticle of Deuterononne isto beedeM 
uided in to two glorias. Bur on othenll 
days let euery canticlc , be ſaid in his 


day out of the Prophets according te 
rhe 


holy Eather St. Bencdi7, 43 
ie practice of the church of Rome. 
fcr thele let the prayſes or Laudace 
ow , then a leilon withour booke 
u: of the Apoltle, a reiponlory, a 
jane,& a verte,acamicle our of the 
hoſpell , the Litanies and {oe end. 
ind let this allwaypes be obſcrued, that 
1the end of Laudes and Euen (onge, 
ur Lords praier be faid by the Prior a 
ode that all maye heare ir, for feare 
{ icanJalls that ar wont twariſe, but 
ing putt in mind by che covenant 
chis prajer, in which they faye, for 
we Vs 0187 treſpalſſes as We for gine them 
but treſpaſſe e24inſt vs; they mv purge 
hem ſe:ues of this vice. But in cele- 
rating 'oifher howers,ler only che laſt 
wtbetaid a loud,chat a:l may aniwer. 
id ibera nos 4 mals. 
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hat maner mattines is tobe celcbrated 


on the feaſt deyrs of ſaints. 


CuAsp XIV, 


Pon the feaſtes of taints and in 
allſoiemmtics, let the ſame order 


_ be 


4.4 ' The Rule of a7 

be ob{crned as vpon lundays, only | 
their be {ata Pijaimes anhymnes 4 
leflons pertayning to the day, but 
the reſt let the a toreſayd manner þ 
oblcrued. 


At What times Ailcinya 15 tobe 
fad. 


of 


Cui. AV; 


F Romthe holy feaſt of Exſter vntil 
whitſontide with our intermiſſio 
let ailcluya be fayd, as well with thi 
Plalmes as the reſponiories. - Fro 
whitioatide rill the begining of Lent 
let it be ſayd ac the NoGturnes wit 
the fix iaft Plaimes only. And vpo 
euery {orday out of Lent letthecan- 
ticles of Liudes Piime, rerce, (ext and 
none bela:d wich alleluya, bur Euen- 
ſong withanthymes. And letthe rel- 
pon!:orte.. neue: be iavd with alleluya, 
bur oaly from Eaftec till whition- 
tide. 


I; 


% 


holy F.uh cr St, Benedict, 45 
f | wn 
ih; what mancr the worke of God or dee 
te mine ſernce 15 tobe performedin 
} ; Fq he day [ Jmc. 


Gur. XVI. 

_ tymes adaye (faiththe Pro- 
phet) I have ſong praiſes to thee, 
Which ſacred number of ſeuen hall be 
xccomplished by vs. Ifat theſes rumes, 

Wot Laudes, Prime. Terce. Sext. None 

Euenſonge and Complin , we per- 

forme the office & duty of our ſeruice: 

be cauſe cf theſe howers the Prophet 

hath ſayd, feuen tymes in the day. I 

haue ſong praiſe to thee. For of the 

night vigills or mattins the ſelfe ſame 

Prophet ſayes. At midnight I did rife 

to confcile to thee Therefore at theſe 

tymes, let vs giue prayſes to our ſa- 
utour, for the iudgements of histuſtice., 

That is at Laudes. Prime. Terce. Sext 

none Euen ſonge & compline and in 

_ night let vs rife to confelle ynto 

Ms | 


How 
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How many Pſalmes ar to be faid 4 th; 
ref} of ibe bowers. 


/ 
C 1 A\r. XVII. 


V E hauealredy ſet downethe 
order of the office for the 
NodGturnes and Landes, now let ys dit. 
poſcof the howers following. At the 
tiiſt hower or Prime let three Pſalmes 
be ſaid tenerally, and not vnder one 
gloria,ar:da hymne of the ſame hower 
preſently after the verle Downs 3 altute- 
rium meamintende, Domrne ad atinnan* 
dum me feſtine , Betore the Plalmes, 
And after the end of the Pſalmes, let 
there be recitedaleſlon, a verſe & ky- 
ryccleyſon,and let them haue licence 
ta departe. Terce Scxt id :None areto 
be recited afterthe ſame order : thatis 
a verſe and ahymne,at the fame hower 
threePlalmes,then aleflon,a verie,and 
kyrieeleyſon, and after that leaue to 
depart.If the conuent be greatlet them 
be fonge with anthymes iflicle, only 
recited, 


Holy Father St. Benedict, 47 
cited, But Ter evenfonge be ſaide 
th foure Pſalmes and amthymnes 
fer Which Pſalmecs lct a leflon be re- 
ted thena reſpoſory, a hymneaa verſe 
canticle our of the ghoſpel rhe lita- 
e and our Lords prater ſo end. For 
omplin let there be three Pialmes re- 
td plaine with out anthymes, after 
rhich, a hymne fitt for that hower, a 
clon,a verſc,kyric cleyfon anda Be- 
eziction,and lo make an end. 


t 


g 
p 


In what order the Pſalmss arc 70 


be ſaid. 
Car. XVHI. 


N the daye howers firſt of all let 
them alwayes begin with the verſe, 
ens in adiutoritim meum ttende, Doms- 
rad adsunandum me feſtina and a Gloria, 


ienthe hymne of that howre. Ar. 


ame on ſondayes there areto be ſaid 
wer Chapters of the hundred and 
phreenth Pſalme.” And at the reſt of 


: None 


it howers to Witt, Terce Sext and 
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None let there be ſayd three chapte 
of the ſame hundied and eightiet 
Pſalme. Prime on mondaye ler ther 
be 1aid three Pialmes, that is the fi! 
ſeconde and f1xth, and ſoe'cucry day 
at Primetill ſondaye let three Palme 
be ſaid in order vnto the nincticalfWyi: 
Plalme, bur foe that thenineth and (ef, } 
uenth Pſalme be dinided in torwo GloWYpſ 
riasz And foe it will fall ovtthat on th; 
ſunday at mattines we sball allwazel;c 
begin from therwentyeth Plalme. Ali; 
Teice Sext & none of the ſundayePſ; 
tetthe nine chapters which remayne offiſea1 
the one hudred and cightieth Plalmdthe 
be ſaid by three & three arthe fone» 
howres. The hundred and eiphticihſithe 
Plalme therefore being ſaid oner infiÞf 
two days,to witt lunday and mondaye 
"8 Art Terce, Sext and none vpon Tuel: 
| day letthe Pialmes beſungin orderÞb 
- three & three from the hundredt 
and ninetieth ro the hundredth ewe 
ty ſeuenth, that is, nine Pialmes, And 
theſePlalmes ar allways to be repeatec 
at the ſome howers the reſt of the 
wee 


"4 


holy Father St, Bene: 45 
Wreck till ſunday ; An vniforme order 
MW. ofche hymnes,Leſlons,and verſes, 
Wing cuery day obſerued ; ſoe they 


maye all enery ſundaye begin from - 


the hundred and eighteen Palme. 
| Enen ſong is every daye to be ſongs 
Wyich foure Pſalmes, which Pſalmesare 
ro begin from the hundredth 8 ninth 
Palme going on to the hundredch 
fourty {euenth, oging only ſuch, as 
ar {equeſtred for other howres , that 
s from the hundred and ſevent ters 
Palme to the hundred twenty and 
ſcauen,andthe hundred thirty three, 8: 
the hundred forty two. All the reſt ac 
tobe ſaidin euenſonges. And be cauſe 
there fall three Pſalmes $hort, choſe. 
Palmes which ar found longeſt ar ta 
dediuided , that is the hundred thirty 


ight, the hundred forty three and the 


hundred fourty fowre; And lerthe hiw= 
dreth and (ixteenth becaule ic is short 
de ioyned wich the hundredth and 
iiteenth, The order therfore of the 
Malmes for euenſonge being ſet 
GWne, let the otherthings thatis le(- 
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tons, Relponſories , hymes,verſes,anq 
Canticles be ordered as we have {i 
before. Art complin ler the fam 
Pſalmebe repeated euery daye, that j 
thefourth , nintieth , and the hundre; 
thirty three, 

.. The order of the day office being 
thus diſpoſed, letall the Plalmes whic] 
remayne be equally deuided into the 
ſeuen Mattines or night Vigills,deui 
ding till the Plalmes which ar longelt 
And let twelue be appointed for euer 
night. And if this difpoficion and diltri 
bution of the Plalmes diſpleaſe any, let 
himifhe think good order them other 
Wiſe, ſo he prouidethat euery weeke 
the whole Pſalter of a hundred and 
fifty. Plalmes be ſonge; And that vpon 
ſunday at Mattines they begin it a 
gaine, Be cauſe Monkes shew them 
; oner negligent & indeuour, if in 
theccircuit of a weeke, they ſinge not 
ouer the Pſalter with the accuſtomed 
canticles ,ſfince wee read that our holy 
fathers haue couragiouſly performec 
all thatin.one daye, which God grant 


-* . 


holy Father St. Benedi. Ft 
we tepid and negligent perions maye 
performein a Whole weeke, 


Of the order and aiſcipline of 


finginge. 
CHAP. XES. 


V E belecue the divine pre- 

ſence to be inall places, and 
the eyes of our Lord continually to be- 
hold both the good & the bad : But 


then eſpecially and particularly , when 


ve ar at the worke of God. Therfore 


let vs be allways mindfull what the 
Prophet ſaith: Serwe yee our Lord 3n feare 
andagaine; Singe yee wiſely, and Inthe 
ſght of Angells I will fing unto thee 
Therfore let vs conſider in what ma=« 


ner, and with what reverence it beho- 
ueth vsto be in the ſight of God and 


he Angells, andlert vs ſoe ſing in the 
uire that our mind and voyce acs 
ord together, a, 


G14 Of 


- -— be 
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Of the reucrence of prayer. 
CHAP. XX, 


J* wee preſume not to ſpeake with 
any great perſ6,but with humility & 
reuerance , how much more ought 
wee topreſent our ſupplications to our 
Lord the God of all thinges with hu- 
mility and purity of deuotion. And 
wemult know that we shall be heard, 
not for our many words , but for our 
purity of hart , and compundtion of 
tcares. And therefore prayer oughtt» 
be short & pure, vnleſle perhaps it be 
prolonged by the inſpiration of divine 
grace, But in theconuent ler praier al- 
ways be Short; and the figne 8 gi- 
nen by the Prciour , let all riſe to- 
geather. | 


holy Father St, Bencaiff, 53 


Of the Deancs of tbe Monaſ= 
try. 


xAr. XXL 


F the Conuent be great , [et their 
be choſen out of them iome Bro- 
thers who ar of good reputeand ho- 
ly conuerſation , & appointed Deanes, 
who ar to be carcfull oner their dean- 
riesin all things according to the come« 
mandement of God, andthe precepts 
of their Abbot. And let ſuch men uy 


.thoſen for Deanes, whom the Ab- 
bot may ſecurely rely on to bear part 


of his burden, And let them not be« 
choſen by order , but according to 
theic deſert of life atid learning. And 
if perhaps any of them puft vp with 
pride, shall be found worthy of re- 


prehenfion, and being rebuked onee 
tyice or chrice doe nota mend, let hin. 


de put out of office , and an other 
who is worthy, ſubſtituted in his pla- 
ce. And the ſame we ordain of the 


Prior or Prepolitus. : 
C:3 How 


J4 The Rule of ou 


H oY the Monkes ar to 
ftrepe, 


Cnary, XXII. 


Bo the Monkes ſleepe a part iy 
4ſcnerall Beds, and let them have 
1 bedclothes befitting them according 
v | cothe appointment of the Abbor. It i 
l. can be, let them fleepe in one place. 
'* Butifche number permit it not, let the 
ql. fleepe by tenne or twenty in a place 
with their ſcuerall ſeniors who haue 
care of them. And let a candel burne 
In the ſame cell till morning.Letthem 
þ Nleepe clothed and girt with girdells oc 
1k cordes, but ler them not haue kniues 
"be by their ſides while chey fleepe , left 
perhaps thcy be hurt there with flees 
ping. Andletche Mor kesbe allwayes 
ready,thatas ſoonactheligneis heard, 
tiſing tpeedely each one may haſten 
to come before his fellowes to the 
worke of God, yet with all grauity 
and modeſtie, Let not the pnger be 
tNren 


IT 8#. : 


holy Father St. Beneardf. T5 
ren haue beds by themlclnes , bur 
nixt With the elder : and ry{ing let tne 
nodettly exhort one another to the 
rorke of God ; for tlic excuſes and de- 
yes of fuch as be {luggisN. 


1 Of excommunteation for of 
cl fences 


e— OJ 


Cs» XXH: 


[: any brother shall be found ſtub. 
borne, dillobedient, proud, murmu- 
ing, or contratie in any thinge to the 
holy Rule, or to contemne the orders 
of his ſcniours, let that manaccording 


" \ > iv NN 00 A RQRmoai 5” 


wile ſecretly admoniched by bis ſe- 
mours, andif he doe not amenade, let 
hm be reprehendel pubbkely before 
1, bur:f withall this he amend nor, 
hen let h'm be lyable to excommuni- 
auonf he ynderitand what kinde of 
punishment it 1s. And 1f he be ob(tinar, 
kt him be lyableto corporall punish- 
Wits 
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What the manner of excommunicatt; 


orphr !0 be. 


CHAP XXIV, 


A ccording to the quality of the 


fale, the meaſure of exc5mnnicy: 
tion or punishment oughtto be exten. 
ded; which is to depend on the iudo:- 
ment of the Abbot. If any broth be 
found in a lefler falt, ler him be d- 
prined of the participation of the ta- 
ble : The manner of this depriuation 
Shall be this : chat inthe oratorie he 
Shall neyther beginne Piaime, nor an- 
thyme, nor recite a leſſon varill he 
haue made ſatisfa&tion. And let him 
take his refetion of meate alone afce 
the brethren haue taken their refedtio 
in ſuch meaſure, and at ſuch time as 
his Abbot $hall thinke fitting; as (for 
example) if the brethren take theirre 
feftion at ihe fixt hower , ler that 
brother at the ninth : 1f the brethren 


at the ninth , ler him at the Fenial 
— yntl 


h:ly Father St. Bened'i7, 57 
mn'':t by dzw fati-fadtion he obtaine 


Of more greenous faults, 


CH.F. XXYV, 


\ 


BY: that brother who is guilty of 
more greeuious faults, is to beeſuſ- 
pended both fromthe tableandche o+- 
F catorie. And letnone of the brethren 
"FE diſcourſe with him or keepe him c6+ 
"Bl pany, let him be alone at che waike 
'F ivioyned him perſiſting in penance 6c 
forrow , Knowing thart terrible ſen- 
tence of the Apoſtle, who ſayeth chat 
ſuch 3 man is deliuered to ſathan to 
the diſtruftion of the flesh, that Is 
ſpirit maye bee ſaued in the daye of 
our Lord. And let him take his allow= 
ance of meate alone in ſuch meaſure 
andtime,asthe Abburt shall thinke fire, 
neyther let any man bleſſe him paſling 
by, or the meate which is giuen hum. 


Cs of 
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Of thoſe that keepe Company With ex. 
communicated perſons Without 
the commande of the 


Abbot. 


Ca. r XXVI. 


| 

FR | of any brother shall preſume with. IU 
WW: out comand of the Abbot to ioyne il 
nl. hinſclfe in any fort to an excommu. ſl 
* nicated broiher, orto'talke with him, 
"Wi or fend to him , let him incurce the 
| - Samepcnaltyofexcomunication. | 


ft I Huw the Abbot ought to be careful of | 


ſuch as be excommunicated. | 


CHaAr XXVII. 


Et the Abbor hauea ſpeciall care iſ 

A of thedelinquent brethren, for che ſl 
Phifitian is not needfull for fuch as ar 
11 keaith, but for the ſicke. And ther« 
fore he ought to vieall the means of 2 
w/c Philitian, and to ſend to os 
: ome 


haly Father St. Bencdif. 59 
WM ome priuat comforters. That is ſome 
- MW anticnt and diſcreet bethren, who may 
15it Weare ſecretly comforc the troob= 
ld brother, & ſtirr him vp ro hiible 
farisfaction. And let them comforc 
him, that he be not oprefled with ouer 
much ſorryw bur as the Apoſtle faith; 
ſet charity be confirmed in him anulet 
allprayefor hin. The Abbot ought 
to be very ſolicitous and carefull with 
all prudence and induſtrie , that he 
loole none of chesheepe committe1 to 
© his charg. Ler him Know that he hath 
vnder take the charge of inficmeſoules, 
& not any tyranicall autority ouer 
ſuch as be well. And let him fearethe 


threatnings of che Prophet , by whom. 


God ſauh: what yee ſawe well King 
that yon taketo your ſelues, 8& what 
was weake you threw away. Let him 
imitate the pious example of the good 
chepheard, who leauing ninety nine 
Sheepe in the mountaynes , went to 
ſceke one sheepe Which was gone al- 
traye, on whole infirmity he tooke 


luch compaſſion, that he youchſated 
ns Co 2s, 
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60 The Ryle of ony 
tolayiton his shouldecs and fo to carp 
it backe tothe flocke, 


Of thoſe IP/o being often correfed 


do not amend. 


Cuav, XXVIII. 


F a brother hauebeeneoftenadmo. 
nished ofa fault, or beene excom. 
municated and yet do not amend , [et 
him be more ſeuerely correfted, and 
punished with ſtripes. And if for all 
this he amend not, ſo but rather puf. 
fed vp with pride ( which God for bid ) 
will alſo defend his doings , then let 
the Abbotdoelikea wiſe Phiſirian, af - 
_ Cer that he hath applied the fomenta- 
tions, and oyntments of god exhor- 
tations» the medicines of diuine {crip- 
ture, andlaſt of all the punishment of 
excommunication, and the ſtripes of 

Rods, and yet find his labours A not. 
effect, let him add thatwhich is more 
then allthis to witt his prayer, and the 
TE IO Os for Kew 
Cat. 


; 


boly Father St. Benedif. G1 


hat our Loyd *-ho cats doe rhinges, 


would vonchiafe 15 wo. K acturc vpon 
te infl: me broth=r : and if by this 
meances he be not heajed and amended, 
her let the Abbor vie the (word © f ab- 
(cſi > according tothe faying ofthe 
pc Te : Take away ewll from a- 
mor plt you. Andagaine, If the vu- 
fach full breaking his promiſe depart, 
ler him deparr,leaſt one diſcaſed sheepe 
nfeQ the whole flocke. 


Phethey brethren gonncout of the Monaſ= 
tery ought to be recceaucd 
\ A gaine, 


Cuar. XXIX. 


Hat brother who through his 
ownefault gocth forth, or is caſt 


forth of the monaſtery, if he willre- 
turne, lec him promiſe firſt the amen- 
dement of the fauk for which he went 
forth, andthen ler him be receaued in 
tneloweſt rank, thatby this,his humi- 
lty may be tried, And if he goc out a 

hee wii oxine 


G62 The Rule of cur 

gaine let him be receaued againe till 
the thirdeime. Butafterwards let him 
know that all entrance will be denied 
hira. 


Of Children af yonger yeares how thy of 
tobe corrected, 


CHar. XXX, 
Very age & vnderſtanding ought 
to haue a proper gouerment. Ard iſ 
— _ therefore as often as children, or ſuch | 
44 asSarc younger in age & can not vnder- 
Us \. ſtand how greata punishment excom- [ 
bY \ municationis, letſuchas theſe when iſ 

they offend be punished with rigorous 
faſting or sharpe ſtripes, that che 
be cured. 
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wht kind of men the Cellerarins of the 
Monaeslecry ought to be, 


CHAar, XXX. 


Et ſuch a onebechoſen out of the 
conuent to be Cellerarius of the 
Monaſtery , who is wile, graue of be- 
hautout 


4 


haly Father St. Bened:&. 6; 
hauiour , ſober , noe greeteater, not 
ucbulent,nor iniurious,not{low or ne- 
ligent, nor prodigall, but one that fea- 
cerh God, who maye beas a father to 
il the conuent 2 let him haue care of 
all things , and Ter him doe nothing 
wiihour the command of his Abbot. 
Lechim obſerne ſuch things asar com- 
manded him, and ler him not contriſ - 
Mate his brethren. Andit any brother 
; M:-queſt anything of him that is not rea- 


3 


fonable, let him nor contriſtate im _ 


by contemning him , bur let him with 
tumility and wſt caule deny his vnrea« 
ſonnable requeſt :let him haue regard 
to his owne ſoule,-and be nundfull of 
 Wthatrule of the Apoſtle:That he which 

krueth well gecteth him ſeife a place 

amongſt cheiuſt, Let him hauea dili- 
{gent careofthe ſficke , oftheinfants, of 
thepueſtes, and of the poore, for of all 
tele ler him know at the dredfull ind- 
gement daye, he1s to glue an accompt; 
Keep &c regard all the veſlells & goods 
ofthe Monaſtery , as if they were ſa- 
cred veſlells of the alter, let nothing be 
neolected Neuer. Let him neither be 
courtuous 
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64 The Rule of our 
couetovs nor: priigali or a wile 
of che gods of ine Monty. Bur lt 
birma Coe all chuigs Tha fi Th 
 andaccordiug tothe comm: dof 
Abbot; abcueall.hings ict tu k 
to conſerue humility, and it any ing 
be asked of lum which he hath not i» 
ginc, ct himar the leatt afford them a 
goodan{were,foi itis written, a good 
an{weris beforethe beſt gueſt, Ler him 
haue a care of all thinges which the 
Abbot inioyneth him , arid lethimnot 
preſume to doe any thing which he j 
forbiddeth, Let him gine tothe bre- i 
threntheirallowance of mear appoin- ; 
ted , with ourleſſening or delayeing it, 
that they be not ſcandalized , being 
mindfull of our Lord ſayings in the ; 
Ghoſpell , what hedeſerueth that Shall © 
ſcandalize one of the licle ones. It the " 
conuent be great, letaſliſtance begiue 5 
him that ſoe being holpen he may : 
quietly performethe office committed 
to his charge, Letſuchthingesas areto 
be ginen or asked, be pinen 6c asked 
atconucnicnt houres, that noe man 
OINSELILELLE TLOULESz THI may: 
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holy Father $t, BenediCF. 65 


naye be troubled or contriſtated in 
he houſe of God. 


Of the Tron tooles of the Monaſ- 
tery. | 


CHAP. XXXIE. 


TOr Keeping the Iron tooles , - 


Clothes,or other things belonging 
tothe Monaſtery , let the Abbot pro- 
uide brethren of whole life and conner- 
lation he maye beſecure, and tothem 


let him allot all things to be keepr, as. 


heshall judge moſt expedient. Of all 
which thinges let the Abbot Keepe 4 
note,that when orher b:ethren ſucced, 
the one may know what he takes, and 
theother wht he quiteth, and if any 
one $hall flatcichly or negligently 
handle theithings of the monaſtery, 
let him be rebuked. And if hedoe not 
amend , let him be lyable to diſci- 
plines 


Whether 
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66 The Rrile of our 


Wherber the moukes onght to hatte any 
thinges proper to theme 


fſelucs, 
CuAr. XXXHI, 


He vice of giuing or taking 

withour the leaue of the Abbor,or 
calling of any thing whatſoeuer, euen 
ofa bookeor pen his owne is eſpecially 
to be rooted out of the monaſtery. Be- 
cauſe itis not lawfull for them to have 
their bodies or willsin their ownepow- 
er. Bnt to hope for all neceſſaryes 
from the father of the monaſtery. No- 
thing which the Abbot doth nor giue | 
or permitt may be lawfally kcept but 
all : hivgs ro bein common , as 1t 1s 
writ:en. Nor lettany call or preſume 
any thinge tobe his owne. And 1f any 
one $hali be founde3o be giuen torhis 
molt wicked vice, let him be admo- 
nished onceor twice,& if he hail not 
amend , let lum be 1ubiect ro correc- | 
(101, | 


E Whethyr | 


holy Father St, Brnedi@, 67 


Whether all ought to haue nceeſſaries 


I altke. 
Gruak: XXXILV. 


A S it is written, let there be di- 
(tributed to each one according 
otheir neceſlity ; to ſignify , not that 
here shall be acception of perſones 
(which god forbid ) but that contide- 
ation be had of euery ones infirmities. 
And therfore let him who needeth 
elle, giue God thankes, and not be 
contriſtated. And he who needeth 
nore, let him be humbled for his in- 
irmity 8& not proude for the mercy 
thewed him, and ſoe ail che members 
hall be in peace. Aboue all thinges 
ake heed there be none mnurmuration 
won any occaſion what fo ever by 
yord or fizne, and1it any one shall be 
founde falty inihis, let him be liable 
to molt {euerediicipline, 
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68 The Ric of our 


Of the weekly officers which aveto be , 
the kitchin. A 


CHAT. AXXY. ( 


He brethren are (oe to ſerue each} 

, other, that noe man be excuſed 
from the office of the Kitchin, vnleſſe 
they be hindred by ficknes or other; 
buſlines of more profitt, Becauſe from 
thence agreater reward is gotten, And 
for the weaker ſort, let them hane help 
that they may doe it wich alacrity and 
not with ſadnes; and let all generally 
haue help and ſolace according as the 
number of the conuent and fituatis of 
the place shall require. If the conuent 
be great let the Cellerarius be excuſed 
frointhe kitchin, & as wehaue ſaid 
before, ſuch as ar imployedin macrers 
of greater profit, Bur ler the reſt ſerue 
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each. other in charicy, He who goeth 
out ofthe weeke,, let him ypon tatur- 
day make all things cleane. Let him 


wash the linen with which the ore- 
thren 
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Fated let him who goech our receau 


his 


holy Father St. Benedif. 69 


ren wipe their hands & feet. Andler 


jth him who goeth our, & he who 
concthin , wach the feerof cuery one. 
And let him g:ue back by tale tothe 


Ce:ierarius the vellels of his office. 


made cleane and whole, that he maye 
know What he giveth & what he 
uketh. 

And theſe weeke officiers maye 
takean hower before refeCtion., cache 
one a draught of drink, and a peece of 
breada bouethe appointed allowance, 
that at the houer of refetion, they 
maye ſerue' their brethren with out 
murmucing orgreatlabour. Not with 
landing on folemne days, let all for- 
bearetill mas. The weeKeofhicers en- 
ring in, 6 going out, vpon ſondaye in 
the oratory , preſently after Laudes, 
Shali make low inclination atthe feer 
ot their brethren, & deſier to be prayed 
for. And Theye w ho goeth out that 
weeke, hall faye this verye. Benedi- 
ns es Domine Dens , qut adinnſtime &* 
(0nſolatus esme, which being thrice re- 
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© The Rule of our 
his blefling , and let him who 'entre 
 immediatly follow & faye Dens :n a 

zutorium meumintende, Domine ad adiu 
uandum me feſtina, and letthis be lik 
wile thrice repeated of all. And havin 
receaued hisbleſſing, lex him enter jj 
to his office. 


Of the frcke brethren, 
Cuar. XXXVI.- , 


_— aboue all things a ſpeY© 
ciall care is to be had of the fickeY® 
{o that they be ſerned, euen as Chrilt h 
himſelfe becauſe he hath ſayd ; 1 hauY" 
beene ſicke & yee haue viſited meY® 
And what yee haue donne to one of q 
theſe lirle ones, yee haue donne to meY* 
let the ſicke brethren conſider that 

they areſerued for the honour of God 

&therforelet them notcontriſtat their 

brethren who ſerue them , with their 
ſuperfluityes. Who notwitſtanding 
patiently to be borne with all , becaule 
of {uch , a more aboundant rewardis 
Is I  gatcen,ſ 


} 
r 


Holy Father St, Benedict, * 71 
gotten, Therefore letthe Abbot hane 
zlpetiall care they þ not neglected, 
For the ſick brethren lettheir be a cell 
ppointed by ir selfe, & a ſeruitor fea- 
ting God, that is diligent & carefull. 


Let the vie of bathes be allowed to the - 


licke as often as shall be exped:ent;bur 
to ſuch as are in health eſpecially ro 
yonge men, letit bee ſeldome granted. 
More ouer let eating of flesh begran- 
ted ro ſuch asareſicke, & weake, for 
their recouery, Burt when they ar re- 
couered lerthem after the acuſtomed 


manner, wholy abſtaine from flesh. 


And letthe Abbot bauea ſpeciall care, 
thatthe Cellerariusor ſeruitors neglect 
not the ſickKe, be cauſe whartſocuer is 
donne amiſle by his diſciples , is impu- 
ted to him. 


Of old men & Infants. 
Cuar. XXXVIL. 


Lthough mans nature it ſelfe 
be inclined to pitty , theſe ages, 
| that 15, 
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72 The Role of our 

thatis, old men & Infants, not with 
. antivgir isallo fitting that by the au 
cority of the Rule cheyshould be pro 
uided for. Lettherefore their weakne 
be all ways conſidered, & ler the ri 
gour ofthe Rule in viEtualls beby nod 
means kept with them, butler ther 
bea pious conſideration had of them! 
and let them come timely to the canouÞ 
nicall howers. | ( 


4 
Of the weckely reader. | 
| ot 
Cnaryr, XXXVIII. 
( 

| 


ne i ought not to be wan 
A ting at the Table whiles the brey 
thren eate ; Neither ought any onetofſſi 
preſumeto reade , who $hall rake vp 
the booke by hap hazard , bur ler himſſ4 
that is appointed to read for the whole 
weeke enter in vpon ſondaye. An ; 
then after maſſe and communion leſ 
him deſfier all ro praye for him, that" 
God may Keep from him the ſpirit ot 
pride, andler this yerle bechcilerepeſ 
atv 


holy Father St. Benedhi?, 
1 ted in theoratory, he firſt beginivg it, 
| MW Dominc labia mea aperics, & 0s menm a= 
\ 11n11abit laundem tuam. Then afcerthe 
eM benediftion giuen, ler him enter in to 
MW ceade. Ler great filence be Kept ar the F 
»Y table, ſo2 that noe voyce or muttering 
[AM be hard, but only of the reader , aid for 
oY fach thingesas ar neceſlary for meate 
> & drinke,ler the brethren ſoe prouide, 
thatno man necde to aske anything. 
And if any thing shall be wanting , let 
it be asKed rather by the ſound of ſome 
hene then by voyce: nor let any one 
there preſume to asKe any thing of 
that which isread, or any chingeelle, 
1Mlealt occaſion o. ſpeech be given, vn= - 
Mic perhaps the Prior will make ſome ; 
off brecfe exhortation for the edification 
p of:he brethren, And letthe hebdoma=- 
dariustake a few pottage before he be« 
pi'neto reade, for holy communion 
hke, and leaſt perhaps it be crouble- 
fine to him to falt foe long & af- - 
tecwards ler him eate with the other 
veckely officers of che kiichim and 
kruirours, And let not the brethren 
A - Bn 
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74 ' The Rulcof our 
or reade by order,butſuch as maye ci. 
fe the hearers, 


Of the meaſ! ure or quantity 
of mcate. 


Cuay. XXXIX. 


T the dayly refeCtion as well of 

the ſixth as ninth hower at all ta. 
bles,wethinke two dishes of hot pulſe 
will be fitting , by reaſon of the 1nhir- 
myticsof diguers, that he who can not 
eatc of one, may make his refeCtion of 
the other. Let thccefore two dishes of 
hor pulſe ſuflice the brethren, and if 
there beeany apples or frute, lJetthem 
hauec it forathird dish, Let a poundot 
bread bethe allowance for one daye, 
whether ther be one cefeion, or both 
dinner and ſupper, and if they beto 
ſuppe, leta third part of that pound be 
reſeiuved by the Cellerarius for thei 
ſupper. Andiftheir labour be grear ,il 
Shall bein the power ofthe Abbot to 


add to their {ordinary allowance what 
as \ 


holy Father St, Benedi(?, - 


he shall chinke expedient, hauirg al- 
vaycs2a Caretoauoid excclle and (urfte 
ing.that the monKes be not ouertak= 
en with 11:d!{geſtion, be cauſe there is 
noe ftinne more contrary toa chriſtian 
then giuttonie , and our Lordlaith; ſee 
that your harts be not oppreſt with 
olutronie & druncKennes. But to chil= 
dren of yongerage, let not the. ſame 
quantity be ginen, burtlcfle thento the 
"MW cider ; obſcruing al wayes moderation 
MI 2nd frugalicy. And lett all generally 
abitayne from eating of foure footed 
beaſts,excepung luch as be very weake 
and lick. | 


Of the meaſure of arinke. 


ES .Þ we ÞAm 2a Bo. T-.-,o .....4 


Car. XXXX: 


þ Jy one hath his proper gift 
from Goud one thus & anothec 
thus: and cher fore we apponic the mea « 
lure of ocher mens victualls not with 
out ſome ſcrupuiolity, Yet conſi- 
&ring the weaKnes & infirmity of 

D 2 many, 
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= The Rule of our 
many , wee thinkea pinte of wine will 
futhce each onea daye. But to whom 
God pines the giutr of abſtinence , Ict 
them know they $nall receaue their 
proper reward. And if either labour, 
heate of che ſomimer, or ſituation of 
the place require more, let the Prior 
doe What hethinketh good, bauing 
Euer a care that fu'lnes or gluttony Ml, 
creepenot in, Andaithough we reace, i 
wine to be in no fort the drink of; 
Monckes, yer becauſe in theſe times, 
they will notbe ſoperlwaded,ler vs at. Ml; 
leaſtwiſe coSſent to this,that wedrinke Wl; 
not our fall but ſparingly & wich mo- ; 
deration , becaule wine makes cuen Ml; 
wiſemen to Apoſtatike, But where 
the neceſlicy of the place will nol 
allowe that. meaſure appointed , but 
lefle or perhaps none art all, lerth:m 
prayſe God thar:iue there,& not mur- 
mur.And this aboueall things we'ad- 
monish, that there neuer be any mur- 
MUrations. | 
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At what howers th- brethren ar to take 
their rifection. 


Cumar. XXXXL 


Rom the holy feaſt of Eaſter vntili 

whitſontide, letthe brethren take 
their refeion at the (1xt hower , & 
ſuppe at mghrt. Bat from whicſontide 
ail che ſummer longe , if they labour 
not in thefeailds, or the extremity of 
the heate doth -not mioleſt them , ler 
them faſt wedenſ{day & friday till the 
ninth hower, but on other days, let 
them dine at the fxth hower: Which 
fixth how er of dinner if they worke- in 
the feilds or the heate of the ſommer be 
preat, Sha'l be continucd, art thediſcre- 
tion of the Abbot, and le: him ſfoetems» 
per & diſpoſe all chings,that ſoules may 
be {aned and what the brethren doe, 
maye be done without murmuring. 
But from the Ides of ſeptember vnrll 
the beginning of Lent, let the brethre 
always refcesh themiclues atthe ninth 
D3 hower; 


78 The Rule of our 

hower; And from the beginning of 
Lent ynull Eater, ler them cefresh in 
theenening, but let ic bs foe ordered, 
that then in the cuening there be noe 
need of A light at time ot refe&ion, bur 
thatall be done by Jaye I:ghr, yca at 
allcimes whether {upper or noe ſupper, 
let the hower of cefeCtion be (oe orde- 
red, that all things be donne by day- 
light. 


That noe man maye ſpeaks aftcr 
Complain, 


Cnar., XXXXIL 


Onkes ought to keep ſilenceat 

all times bur eſpecially in the 
night howers. And therefore art all 
times, whether they be dayes of failing 
ordining, when it is a day of dining, 
preſently after they are riſen from 
ſupper, letthem comeall together, and 
being ſett, let one teade the collations 
or linesof the fathers, -or ſome other 
' thing thatmaye edihe the hearers, by 
et 


holy Father St.Beneaif. 79 
{et them not reade the Heptateuch or 
booke of Kings, be cauſe it will not be 
profirable for weake ynderſtandings 
ro heare this ſcripture at that hower, 
yet at other times it may be read. But 
if it be a faſting daye after that Euen- 
ſonge is ſaide, with ina litle ſpace ler 
them come tothe reading of the Col- 
lations as We haue ſayd : and foure or 
five leaues beeing read, oras much as 
the time permits, all being come toge- 
ther in thistime of reading and namely 
thoſe who perhaps were occupyed in 
ſome ſpeciall workes enioyned them 
phen all ar aſſembled together, let 
them ſay Complin, and after they 
zoe out from Complin, let noe leaue 
begrantedto ſpeakethat night. And if 
any one $hall be found to breake this 
Rule of (ilence, let him be liable to 
moſt ſeuere punishment, except there 
beſome neceſſary occaſion by reaſon 
ofthe coming in of ſome gueſts, or that 
the Abbot commande any thing, And 
lerthat alſo be donne with great gra=- 

uity 6© moderation. 
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80 The Ryle of our 


of thoſe that comes late to the Wo;ke of 


God, or tothe Table. 


Cui LXXXXHI. 


= all come preſently as- ſoone as 
the ſigne shall be given with all 
haſt to the diuine office, leauing what 
ſocuer shall be in their hands. Yet 
with grauity and auoiding all Kind of 
ſcurillity , let nothing therefore be 
preferred before the worke of God, 
And if any shall come to the Mattines 
afcer the ploria of the 94. Pialme 
( which of purpoſe we will haue to 
be ſaid with protraQtion and leafur'y ) 


let him not (tande in his order in the 


quire, butlet him ſand laſt of all,or 
in the place which the Abbot $hall ap- 

ointe a parte, for ſuch negligent 
_— that he maye be inthe ſight 
of the Abbor and all the reſt, vnill 
the worke of God be ended , that (o 
he doe penance & make publik ſatis- 


Aion; And weordaine that theyſtad 


in 
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holy Father Ste. Benedif, Sc 
inthe laſt place , vrapart, to the end 
that being (een by all, they may amend 
even for shame. For it maye be ſuch a 
one Who if he remayne out of the ora« 
torie, Wil perhaps ſ(ctle himlelfe to 
ſlcepe oridie talKe, & foe giueoccaſis 
tothe enimy. Therefore let him come 
in, that he looſe not all, and bee amen» 
ded for the time to come, 

And in the daye howers, he that 
Shall come to the worke of God after 
the verſe & gloria, of the firſt Plalme, 
according to the afore ſayd order, let 
him ſtand laſt , and lethim not pre- 
ſumeto aſſociate himſelfe to the quier 
of theſingers, yntill he hane made ſa- 
tisfaCtion, except the Abbot shall gine 
leaue by his permiſſion , yer ſoe, that 
afrerwards he make ſatisfaction. And 
tothe hower of refc&ion , hethat co- 
meth not before the verſe,{oe that they 
| may (ay the verſe and praye all toge- 
therand firt downe together at the ta 
ble, he I ſayethat through negligence 
| chal offende in this, let him be rebuked 
yntill che ſeconde time. If after he doe 
" D 5 278 
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$2 The Rule of onr 
not amend, Ict hinrnot be admitted t» 
the participation-of the common ta. 
ble : But”being {equeſtred from the 
company of his brethren, let him eate 
a lone, & his portion of wine be taken 


from him till ſatisfaction and amend. 
ment. Andlethimin like manner ſuf. 
fer , who is not preſent at that verſe 
which is ſaidafter meate, Norletany 
man preſume to take any meat or 
d:inke, beforethe appointed hower,or 
afrec it. Moreoner if any thinge be 
ofiziedto any one by the Prior and he 
refuſe it. atthetime he shall defter , let 
h m not icceauethator any thinge elle 
vyHtill he have made ſufhcient ſatis- 
f3&.un. 


Cf th: fe hat are. excommunicated how 
they maye ſansfie, 


CHAP. XXAXXIV. 


EF. who is excommunicated from 
_ $5.6 oratorie or table for more 
F3cuous VESACES , at the hower in 

0 0 which 


w_=y 
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holy Father St. Benedi&. $3 

yhichthe worke of God is celebrated 
inthe oratorle, ler himlye proſtrat bes 
fore the doores of the o:atorie ſaying 
nothing , but lying his head on the 
ground, proftrat all along art the feer of 
all thoſe that goe out of the oratorie. 
And lethim doethisſoe longe, till the 
Abbot think he hath made ſufficient 
ſatisfattion : Who being commanded 
to come to the Abbot, shall caſt him- 
ſeife at his feet, and afterward at che 
cer of all his brethren , that tbey maye 
pray for him, Andthen if the Abbot 
chall commande, let him be receued in 
to the quire, andin theranke which 
the Abboc shall oppointe, yer ſoe, that 
h: preſume not to beginnea Pſalme, or 
Lefſon, or any thing elſe in the ora» 
to:1e , vnlcſſethe Abbot againe com- 


m.:nde. And at all howers when the 


w..keof God is finished , let him caſt 
bimſelfeon the earth in the placewhere 
heſtands, and jet him {arisfhe .m this 
manner vniill the Aboot command 
him to ceaſe from rhis {ati1fation. But 


they who for licle faults ar excomunt- 
=” cated, 


34 The Rule of ony 
cated , only fromthe table, letthem fa. 
tisfy in the oratory aslonge as the Ab. 
bot commandeth : And let them doe 
this, vntill he bleſſe them and ſaye;, ir 


ſufficeth. 


Of thoſe who committ any error i the 
Oratorie. 


Cuavr., XXXXV. 


F any one while he reciteh aPſalme, 
{ reſponſorie , antiphone , or Lel- 
ſon, shall erre, and maketh not humble 
fatisfaction there before all, let him be | 
liable co greater punishment , as one 
that will not amend with humility, 
what by negligence he hach donne a 
miſle, and let children be beaten for 
ſuch a fault, 


Pronug we am ey, on, a 
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Of thoſe who offend in leſſer 


matters. 


CnaAy. XXXXVI. 


F any on2 whileſt he is in labour 

eyther in the kicchin, cellar , or any 
ofice,in the bakehoule, garden, orin 
any art, hall doe any thinge a mille or 
breake or looſe any thinge, or shall 
committanyexcelle, and doe not pre- 
ſently come before the Abbot or con- 
vent, and of his owne accord ſatisfie 
and confelle his offence ; when itshall 
be knowne by another , let him be 
liableto greater punishment. Bur if it 
shall be priuat to his owne ſoule , as 
being a ſinne, let him only manifeltir 


to his Abbor or { piricuall feniours, who _ 
knowe how to cure their owne 


wounds, and notto diſclolle or publish 
an other mans. 


Of 


holy Father St. Benedi@. + 3 


$6 The Rule of our 


Of appointing the hower of divine 


ſernice, 


CuaAnr XXXXVII. 
Et it bethe Abbotscare night and 
daye to ſ{1gnifie the hower of the 
worke of God, eyther by himſelfe,or 
- committing the care there of to lome 
vigilant brother to ſee that all thinges 
be done in competen: howers, Andlet 
them who ar appointed , beginne 
Plalmes and antiphones each one in 
their order after the Abbot, Andletnot 
any preſume to {inge or reade, but he 
that can ſoperforme the office, that the 
hearers may be edified by it. Which 
oughtto be done wich humility, gra- 
uity,& trembling, and by him whom 
the Abbot shalappoint. 


Of the dayly hand labour, 


Cuay. XXXXVIII. \ 
T Dlenes is an enemy of the ſoule, 
and thereforeat cettaine howers the 

| brethren 


brethren ought to be impioyed in han- 
dye labour, and other whiles in ſpiri- 
mall reading. And cherefore we thinke 
that both times mayethus be well or- 
dered : thatis, from Ealter yntill the 
kalends of oCtober , in the morning 


ooing our from Prime, they doe that 


which $shall be neceſlary vnrill well 
nigh the fourth hower. And from the 
fourth hower cill well nigh the fixt 
hower , let them be imployedin rea- 
ding, & after the {1x hower riſing frs 
table, let them reſt on their Beds with 
all lence, and he who then perhaps 
delices to reade, let ham reade ſoe to 
him ſeife, that he diſquier not other. 
L:t None be faid ſome that ſooner, 
about rhe eight houre, and after char 
lt them doe what they haue to doe 
vatill cuening. Andif the neceſſity of 
the place, or nouerty require that they 
thenſeiues be imployed in reaping 
their corne, let them not be contriſta- 
ted, Becauie they are then cruly 
Monkes whenthey live by the labour 


of their hands,as both our fathers _ 
- the 


Holy Father St, Benedict, $87 


$$ The Rule of our 
the Apoſtles did. Yetlerall thinges be 
done in meaſure by reaſon of {uch as 
are pulillanimous. 

And from the kalends of oftober | 
yntill the beginning of Lent, letthem 
be imployed in reading till full the ſe- 
cond hower, and at the ſecond hower, 
let Yerce be celebrated, then vntill the | 
ninth hower , let all Jabour in the 
worke which is enioyned them. But 
the ficſt ſ1igne of the ninth hower being 
giuen, letthem all departe fromtheice 
worke, and let thembe ready when 
the ſecond ligne shall be made. And 
afrer refeCtion let chem be imployed 
in reading of ſpicituall bookes or 
Plalmes. 

Bur in Lent let them be imployed 
inreadinge ſrom the morningetill tne W © 
third howre compleat : and vncill the W£©* 
tenth hower compleat ler them doe i 
the worke enioyned them. In whit I *« 
time of Lent, let each onetakea booke 
out of the Libcarie, readeitall onerin { 
order; and lettheſe bookes be giuen ſt 
them in the begining of Lent, Let WW 
| ſthers 


holy Father St. Benedi. $89 
there be diligent caretaken, that there 
he one or two feniorsappointed, who 
maye goe vp and downe the Monaſ- 
ery at the howers in which the brethre 
xrimp!loyed inceading, tofſee leaſt any 
of chem be ſlouth full , or applie him«» 
ſcife ro 1dlenes or fonlish talke,and ne- 
plete his reading, and loe notonly vn- 
profirable to himſelfe, bur alſo an im- 
pedimErto others. If ſuch a one(wi.ich 
ood forbid ) be founde, ler him bere- 
pichended once or twice, andif hea- 
mend not, let him beliableroregulac 
&:(cipline, foe char orhers mare take 
warning byit. Neithcrict one brother 
allociat himſelf which an other at in- 
competent howers. On ſondaye let 
albeimployed in reading , exceptſuch 
zsare depurel for officers, Andif any 
one shall be ſo {louthtull or negligent, 
that he will not or cannot meditate or 
read, let him haue ſome worke inioy- 
ned him to Keepe him from idlenes.To 
the weake brethren, & tender of con- 
ſtitution,let ſuch worKe or art be inioy- 


nedas they maye be kept from idlenes, 
| and 
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90 - The Role of cur 

and yet not opprefled with ſoe much 
labour ({o as to be driven awaye, whoſe 
weaknes therefore ought to be well 
conſidered by the Abbor. 


Of the objernance of Lent, 
CHAP. XXXXIX, 


Lthough at all tymes the life of 

i Monke ought to beasa conti. 
nuail Lent, yet b-cauſe fewe are ſoc 
vertuous, we therfore exhort them at 
leaſt inthis holy time of Lent, to lead 
their T:fe in all purity and to wash a- 
waye al! the negligences of other 
times. Which chen we hal righly per- 
forme, if we refraine fiom all vices, 
and apply our ſelfes to praierwith wee- 
ping, to reading , compundction of hart 
and abſtine::ce. Therefore in theſe 
dayes, let vsadd ſome thinge ouer & 
aboue our wonted taske , peculiar 
prayers, and abſtinence from meat & 
drincke, ſo that every one aboue the 


ordinary meaſure appointed him,of his 
OWne 


holy Father $1. Benedi8. 91 
owne free will, with ioye of the holy 
choſte offer ſome thinge to God:That 
1's, thac he withiraw from his body 


{:me what of his meat, drinKe, ſleepe, 
alke, laughter, and with +piricuall 
ove & deſire, expect the holy Eaſter. 
Ycrlet every one make his Abbot ac- 
quainced With this very thinge which 
he offers, and ler it be done with his 
praer & conlent. Becauſe whicſoener 
is done whitont the permiſſion of the 
ſpirituall father, shali be impured to 
preſumption and vaine giotic, and me- 
iteth note rewarde, All thinges there= 
fore areto bedone with the leaue and 


permiſtion of the Abbor. 


Of brethren who labour farr from 
the orato;ie, or ſuhÞ as ar on 
the WAYC > 


Gus L. 


He brethren who ar in labourvye- 
ry fair of, and cannot come ina 
competent houre to the oratorie, and 


the 
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f2 The Rule of onr 
the Abbot Knowesit 1s (oe, let them 
there doe the worke of God, where 
they labour, kneehng with feare & re. 
uerence. Ardlet thE alio who arſlenr 
a journey , hauecaie not toſlp theap. 
pointed howers, bur doc as they can, MW?! 
and by no meanes negiect to petfor- l 
me their tasKe of diuine ſeruice. 


k I 
Of Brabro Who 200 net far of. x 
Cui. le 


He Brethren who goe forth vo I" 
Þ any errand and hope to retuineſWY 
that daye tothe Monaſtery , let thcm Wi 

* not preſumeto ea'eabroad, although 
they be intreated, vnlcfle their Abbot 
command them. And ifthey doe other: 
Wiſe, let them be excommunicated. 


Of the oratorie of the Monaſ- 
% 


terie, 


| Can LIE 
Et the oratorie be that which the 


name fignifieth, and ler not any 0- 
cher 


PL 


holy Father $1, Benedi@. 93 
ther thinge be done or wrought there; 
The work < of Go:i being ended, iet all 
poe forth with excedinge great ſence 
making reuverence to God, that the 
Iruiher who perh+ps will pecuiiarly 
way by himlelte, bz not hindred by 
hc lewdnes of an other. Andif an 0+ 
ther will alio praye pruuatly by hime 
kite, tec ig; fimply enter,and praye, 
not in a clamorous voice, but with 
eares and attention of hart, Therefore 
let no:any who doth not pray, be per- 
mitted co {t.iyein the oratorie after the 


worke of God be finshed, leaſt he be 
aunderanceto others. 


Of the manner of entertayninge 
Gueſies. 


CHary, LIII. 


B+ all gueſts that comme to the 
Monaſtery be entertayned like 
Chriſt : becauſe he will ſay : I haue 
been a gueſt andyee haue entertained 
me, And let due honour be giuen - 
| all, 
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" vo The Role of our 
all, eſpecially to thoſe of the houſc 
hoid of faith and trauellers. Alloone 
therefore as a guelt is come, let thy 
Prior meet him or the brethren with 
allshew of charity ; and let them firſt 
pray together, & foe be aſlociated te 
each other in peace. And ler not the 
kifle of peace þe offered , but aker 
raycr , by realon of the i!]u{tons o 
thedeviil, And in the ſalutarion it ſeife, 
let all humility be sRewed The head 
beinge bow ed downe or all the body 
proſtate on the earth to all gueſts 
comming and gocing, let Chriſt who 
is5receauedin them veadored 1nthem, 
Let the gueſts receaued be broughtto 
prayer, and afier wards ietche Prior or 
w hotocuer he shall command fitr, and 
keep company with them. Let the di- 
uine law be rea1 before the gucit that 
he mayc be edified , and afterwards let 
all courtefie be shewed ro h:m. Letra 
regular faft be broke by the Prior for 
the entertainment of a gueſt : vnlcſle 
it be a principal! day of f(t , which 
ought not to be broken, Bur ler rhe 
- brethren 


boly Father St. Bench, 95 
told on their cuſtome of faſting. Lec 
the Abbot give water to the guclits 
hands, and let both the Abborand cae 
thole conuent wash the feer of the 
veſts, which being done let them 
wehis vetle , ſuſicprmuns Dons mſert- 
wdiam tram in medio rempls rr, And 


dai y be diligently entertayned With 
ul care, becauſe in the Chrilt 15 more 
MWiuy receaucd, For the feare or terrour 
Wot c:ch men doth ir ict exhore an ho- 
our tothern. | 

KW Let che Kitchin of the Abbot and 
eſt be apart, thar gueſt withour who 
te Monaſtery neuer 1$, commng at 
'mcertaine howers, may not diiquiet 
be Brethren. Into which Kicchin let 
then enter two brothers for a yeare 
vho can well pcifarmethar office. To 
Thom as occalion «quires let helpe 
de gruen , thac they mas e ierue with= 
our murmuring. And when che haue 
kl: impioyment, lec them goe forch 
blabour, where they $shall be appoin- 
ted: And not only inchele, but in all 
- other 


ker poore people and {trangers eſpe- 
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96 - The Rule of our 

other officesin the Monaſtery, let thi 
conſideration be had, that when the 
want helpen be ginen them, and whey 
they ar vacant , they. obeye and do 
w hatis commanded them. Andforth 
lodgings of thegueſts , letcare there 
be commended to a brothrer , who 
ſoule the feare of God poſlclſcth 
v here let there be a {uſhcient numbe 
cf beds made, and let the houle © 
Gud be wiſely gonerned by diſcree 
men. And let not any but {act 
as ar appointed aflociate himſelfe, o 
talke with the gueſts. Butif che $hal 
meete or ſee them, humbly ſaluting}}) 
them andasKirg their benedi&ior, le 
him paſſe by , ſaying thar it is not law 


full for him to ralKe with a gueſt, 


Whether it be la'wfull for « Monke to rt 


ceane letters or tokens. 


Cuar, LIV. 


Fr not a morke in noe wiſe ſenc 
or Feceaue letters tokens of an) 


pre 


holy Father St.Benedi(. 97 
\Y preſents neyrher from his parents, or 
M:ny other man whatſocuer or from 
one an other without the leaye of his 
ibbor. And if any thinge be-ſent to 
him een from his parente,, let him not 
pref! ume TO receaue it , vnleſſe it bee 
{t coldthe Abbot.and if he command 
ht it shall be receaued, let it be in 
Mi Abbots power to appoint to whom 
MM it shall be given , and let not the bro- 
M:iher be contriſtated to whom it was 
ſcat , that their be noe occation giuen 
to the Deuill. And whoſocuer $hall 
preſume to doe otherwiſe , let himbe 
ljableto regular diſcipline. 


} Of the cloathes and shooes of the 
Brethren. 


| Car. LV; 


| Er cloathes be giuen to the bre- 
thren according to the quality of 
the places where they dwell , or tem- 
perature of the aire : Becauſe in cold 
countryes ther isneede of more,andin 
| E hore 


98 The Rule of our 
hotte countryes of les. Let it therefore 
be in the Abbots power to order this, 
Not withſtandinge for temperate 
places, werthinke it will be ſufhcitfor 
each'Monke to have a coule ang 2 
calloke, acoulec in the winter haueing 
a high nap,in theſommer {moth or old 
and aſcapular for worke , shooesand 
ſtockingsto put onetheir fert; and for 
thecolour or courſenez of theſe things, 
let notthe Monks finde fault, bur let 
them be ſuch as can be prouided inthe 
prouincein which they dwell, or ſuch 
as maye be bought at a cheaper rate. 
And let the Abbortſecetothe meaſure 
anddecentnes of theſe garments, that 
they benot tolitle for ſuch as vſethem, 
bur of a fitt ſize. When they receaue 
them, letthemallwayes reſtorethec old 
to be Jayd vpinthe wardrope for the 
poore: for it is ſufficientfor a Monke 
to haue two callockes & two coules 
for the nights , for washing and chige. 
'Now what is ouer & aboue is ſuper: 
fluous, and mult be cute of. And as is 
faid, let them reſtore what ſoeuer is a 
Winell 
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 Doly Father St. Benedh®. 99 
when they reccaue new. Let thoſe 
tho goe-a Journey take breechesout 
of the wardrope, and when they re- 
rurne let them reſtore them back 
washed. And let the coules & caſ- 
ſockes at ſuch times be better then 
thoſe they ordinaryly viſe , Which, 
gocings a Iorney they taKe out of 
the vVardope& returning reſtore, = 

Forbedding may (ufhce altraw bed, 
a quilt bed, a couerlet , & a pillow, 
hich beds areoftento be ſearched by 
the Abbot, leaſtthere be any proprie- 
ty, and if any be found to haue any 
thinge which he hath not receaued 
from the Abbot, ler him be liable to 
moſtsharp diſcipline. And that this 
vice of propriety maye be rooted our, 
Jet all things þe giuen by the Abbot 
which shall be neceflary,thacisa coule, 
a callocke, shoes , ſtockens a paire of 
fleeues, a Knife, aſteele, a needle, a 
handkerchefe, table bookes, hat all 
excuſe of neceſlity maye be taken a- 
waye.Letche Abbot not with ſtanding 
alwayes conſider the ſentence of the 
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acts of the Apoſtles, there was Liven 
to every one accordinge as, they had 
need. And let him therefore conſider 
the infirmitiesof ſuch as want , notthe 
11] will of ſuch as enme, And in all his 
ordinances let him thinke of the retri- 
bucion of God. 


Of the Abbots table. 


Crnar. LVI. 


Et the Abbots table be alwayes 

with che gueſts and ſtrangers, Yet 
when there are noe gueſts , let it be 
in his power to call which of the bre- 
thren he pleaſe. But ler him prouide 
that there be alwayes one or two of 
- the ſeniors left with the brethren by 
reaſon of diſcipline. 


holy Father TE: Benedf. ICT 


Of the artificers of the 719 - 
nafrery. 


Gar. LV-IE 


F there beartificers in the Monaſte» 
ry,let chemexerciſe thoſearts with 
all humility and reuerence,if (oe be the 
Abbot command. But ifany of them be 
proud of the knowledge hehath in his 
art,becauſe he maye ſceme to get ſome 
what by it for che Monaſtery, let him 
be taken from it, an1ler him not exer- 
ciſe it againe; vnlefleafcer his humilia- 
tion the Abborshall permitt him. And 
if any thinge of the worke of the arti- 


ficers be to be ſold , let them by whoſe 


hands they artopaſſecake heed, leaft 


they prefume to deceaue in any thinge. . 


Let them remember Ananias & Sa- 
paira leaſt the death which they ſuf- 
feredin body,theſe who committ frau- 
din the goode of the Monaſtery ſuffer 
In their ſoule. And in the Drices and 


valuations, ler nor the vice of avarice 


4 creepin, 
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Creep in,but ler things be allways ſolq 
ſome what cheaper then by ſeculars, 
'that God may be glorified in all 


things. 


Of the manner of reccaumse 
Nonces. 


Cu4ArP, EVITE 


'F any ene come newly to conuer- 
on let him not eaſyly be admitted, 
Butas the Apoſtle {aith , ler ſpirits be 


tryed whether they be from God, If 
zrefore comming he shall perſeuer 
knockinge,and sball be ſeene for foure 
or fiuedays patiently toindure iniurics 
offred him ; & the dificulty which is 
made of his entrance, and to perliſt in 
. Hisperition , then grant him entrance, 
andlerhim be inthecel! of the gueſts 
for a few dayes. And afterwards lct 
kim be inthe cell ofthenomces, where 
heis to meditate,ecare, andt]eep, and let 
ſuch aſenior be deputed ouer him,who 
is fitt to gaine ſoules, who muſt cu- 
rioul)y 


4 


Nl 


1 


Holy Father St, Bencdd, 03 
ouſly & carefully looke co him, to 
ſee whether hetruly ſeeke God : and 
if he be carefull in the ſeraice of God, 
in obedience , & in ſuffering reproches, 
Let there be ſuggetted to him the ri- 
zor & auſterity by which we tend to- 
wards God, And if he promiſe ſtabili- 
ty and perſenerice, after rwo moneths 
ſpace let this rule .be read to him 1n 
order, and let there beſaid to him, Be- 
hold the lawe vnder which thou deft- 
reſt ro fight, if thou canſt obſerue. it 
encer in, if thou canſt not, freely de- 
Sin If he shall (ill perſeuer, then let 

im be brought in to the afore. ſay 
cell of che nouices, andlet himbe a- 
gaine tryed in allpatience. And after 


the ſpace of fix moneths, letthe Rule 


be read againe to him that he may 
know to what he enters in. And if he 
{till perſeuer , after foure moneths 
letthe Rule beread againe to him. And 
if vppon deliberation had with hime 
ſelfe he shallpromiſe that he will Keepe 


and oblerue- all things commanded 


receauedin tp the 


him, thenlerhim þec 
E- 4 Con- 


TO4 The Rule of onr 
Conuent, knowing himſelfefrom that 
time forward to be vnder the law 
the Rule, ſoethatitis,not lawfull for 
him to goe out of the Monaſtery,. nor 
Shake of the yoke of the Rule which 
he might eyther haue refuſed or em. 
braced after ſoe longe deliberation. 
And when they admitthim to pro- 
feflion let him inthe oratorie before, 
all, makeapromiſe of his ſtabiliry,and 
conuerſion of his manners , and obe. 
dience before God & his ſaints, that if iſ 
at any time heshall doe otherwiſe, he 
may Know that he hall becondemned 
by him whom hemocketh. Of which 
-promile let him make a petirion in the 
name of thoſe ſaints whole rel:iques 
are there, 8& of the Abbot there pre- 
ſent, which petition let him write 
-which his owne hand, or if h: can not 
 wricte , let an other requeſted by him 
writte it; and the noujce himielf purto 
| his figne, andlet him lay iton the alcer 
with his owne hand ; which when he 
hatch done let him preſently beginne 
this verſe, S»ſcipe me Domine ſecundum 
| HL | eloqurum 


cT 


1 


| 


holy Father St,Beneaict. 105 
cog um tuum & Uiuam,&r non wonfun- 
das me ab expcetationemea, Which verſe 
et all the conuent anſwer the third 
yme,addingeto it Gloria Patri,efc, The 
lec the fayd brocher novice proſtrate. 
himſelfarthe feet of all, tharchey maye 

raye for him : and from that hower 
8 him be accounted one of the conuer. 
If he haueanyt hinge, let himeither 
firſt beſtowe it onthe poore, or bya 
ſolemne donation giueictothe Monal- 
tery , reſeruing for himſelfe nothinge 


K ztall, becauſe from thatdaye forwards 


he muſt Know that he $ball not haue 
power as much asouer his owne body, 
Ler him therefore prefently in che ora» 
torie be ſtript of his owne garments 
where with heis cloathed,andlethim 
be cloathed with the garments of the 


Monaſtery, And ler thoſe garments 


which are pur of, be laydinthe ward- 
rope to be Kept, That if at any time 
dy the deuills perſwaſion he conſent 


W _—-— py _—_ Cw c— 


topoe out of the Monaſtery, (which | 
God forbid)chen taking from him the 


habit of the Monaſtery, he maye be . 
: turned 
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turned out, But that writing which the 
Abbot tooke of the altar , let him nox 
haue againe, butletitbe Kept in the 
Monaſtery. 


Of the ſonnes of Noblemen or Poore men 


whuh are offred. 
CHA? LIX. 


F perhaps any noble man offers his 
ſonneto Godto l:tve in the monaſ- 


&ery : if thechilde himſelfc, be vnde 


age, let his parents make the fore faid 
_ or writing for him,and offring 
um let them wrap the ſaid petition & 
the hand of the childe in { i pall of 
thealcar , & ſoz let them offer him vp 
And for his goods, let them either ir 


the ſaid petition promiſe ynder oat 


that they will neuer by themſclues 


nor by any other perſon or meis what 


ſocuer, either giue him any thinge, of 
vine him occaſis of hauing any thinge 
And if they will not doe this, but 
Will rather offer vp ſome thing 1 
-- alle: 


CT 


"> 


boly\F ather Sf. Benedict. 'T0f7 
ilmes coche monaſtery, for theit grea- 
cr merit , lerthem make adonation- of 
char wich they will giue tothe ma- 
naſtery , reſeruing ( it they ſoe pleale ) 
the vieor profit of it for then ſeiues, 
But letthinges be ſoc ordered:that noe 


ſuſpition remayne with the child; by 


which being deceaned he may. perish, 
{which God forbid ) as in others we 
haue learned by experience. And in 


lice manner letthe poorer fort doe.But 
kt them who have nothing art ail ſfim- 
ply make their petition , and with an 


oblation giue-vp theyr ſonne before 
itnelles, - _ 


Of Pricſts who doſftretodwellin the 
'_. * onaFery.: © ©: 5 


Prieſthood, shall requeſtto be rece- 
ued- into the monaſtery, let hini not 
eaſily be admitted, ver it be shall (till 
perſeyerin this requeit , ler him m—_ 
| that 


F any that hath raken the order of 


208 . The Ryle of our _ 
that he is to Keepe all diſcipline and 
 obſeruance appointedintheRulce, nei 
thershallany thinge be.remitted him, 
according to that which is written, 
. Friend for what art thou come: Nor 
with ſtanding let it be granted him to 
ſandenext after the Abbor, & to bleſle 
& ſay maſle if the Abbot doe foe com- 
mand, otherwiſe, let himinnoe ſort 
_ to doe any thinge, Knowing 
imſclfeſubiect to regular diſcipline,$& 
| Jethim rather shew to others exam- 
ples of humilicy, If perhapshe be in 
the Monaſtery for ſometreaty of ordi- 
nation, or other occaſion-w hatſoeuer. 
Let him remember the place due 
to him according to thetime of his en- 
trance into the Monaſtery , not that 
which is granted himfor the reverence 
of Prieſthood. Andif apyother clergy» 
man shall likewiſe deſire to be admit- 
tedin to the Monaſtety., let him be 
ranked in areaſonable place, yer foe 
.that he promiſe obſeruance of the Rule 
& Kability init  — 


8 


to be receaued. 


Cruar LXL 
[: any ſtrange Monke s$hall come 


L trom farr places and deſlireto dwell 
nihe Monaſtery as a gueſt, and will 
be content with the cuſtomes of the 
place which he findeth , & doth not 
Miouble the Monaſtery with his ſuper= 
Milicyes, bur is well contented with 
what he findeth, ler him be enrertay + 
ned for as long time as he deſirerh. And 
if he reaſonably and wich humility and 
charity reprehend or admonish any 
thing,let the Abbor prudently conſider 
vhar he ſayth, for perhaps our Lord 
ſent him for that end. And if after he 
delireto make his abode there, let him 
not be refuſed, eſpecially , becauſe in 
the time while hehned a gueſt, his life 
might be ſufficiently Knowne. Bur if 
In that time hebe found giuen toſu- 
perfluity or vitiouſnes,let him not _ 
& 


holy Father St, Benedi(?. Io 9 


(f Monkes that be ſtrangers how they ar 
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be refuſed , but aiſo let h:m be ciuill 
bid co depart, leaſt others be corruyted 
by hisill demeanure. Bur if he b< not 
ſuch a one as dejerueth to be caſt ou 
let him not only if he demande tit , be 
receaued into the ſociety of the con. 
uent, butlethim be perſuaded to ſtay 
that by his exemple others may be in 
ſtructed , becauſe in euery place we, 
ſerue one God and fight ynder one 
Kinge; Andifthe Abbot shall find hi 
to be well deſeruing , hemay alſo place 
him in a higher rank. And not only a 
Monke he may thus exalt aboue his 
time inthe habic, but allo any of the 
aforeſaid degrees of Prieſts or Clergic 
men,if cheir lifes deſerue it. But let the 
Abbot beware, leaſt at any time here 
ceaue a Monke of an other knowne 
Monaſtery to dwell, without the con 
{ent of his Abber or letters of com 
mendation from him + becauſe it is 


wriccen what thou wilt not haue done 


tothy lelfe, doe nottoan other. 


holy Father St. BencdiC>. 


Of the Prieſts of the Mo- 


naſicry. 
Cui» LXIL 


F any Abbot deſire to have a Prieſt 
or Deacon ordered , let him chooſe 
one that is worthy of the function cf 
ſicſthood. Andler him whoisorde- 
red beware of haughtines and pride, 
nether let him prelume to doe any 
tinge but what is commanded him 
by the Abbot, knowing him ſelfe to be 
much more ſabiect to regular diſci« 
= N or by reaton of his Priefthood 
&@ him forget the obedience 6 dilci- 
pine of che Rule, buc ler him ſtriue 
more & moreto goe forwardstowards 
God. And let him always corifider the 
place whichis due to him according to 
the time of his entrance into the Mo- 
naſtery, although perhapsby the elec- 
tion of the conuent & the will of che 
Abbot , he be promoted for the guod 
delert of his life, And ler him oy 
Tnac 
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that not with ſtanding,he is co obſeru(MM,, 
the Rule ordained by the DeaniM-] 
or Prepoſitus. And if hesballpreſunM;y 
to doe otherwiſe, let him be indgeMWe; 
notas Prieſt , but as one whois rebel; 
lious. And if heshall not amend beingMyh 
ofren admonished, let'the Bishop all; 
be called to wittneſle. And if for alli: 
this he doe not amend , but that hi, 
faults grow daily more notorious, lefiſhh 
him bechruſt out of the Monaſtery: ihe 
Caſe his diſobedience be fuch as that hte, 
will not be iubiet, and obey thWre 
Rule. n1 
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L- them ſoe Keepe their orders infſſho 
Athe Monaſtery , as the tyme of coYlhe 
verſion and mericr of life requires,or aFic 
the Abbot shall appoint. And let not 

the Abbot diſquietthe locke commit Wet 
ted to him , nur as it were yfnge freaflu 
Ge 


holy Father St. Bencdif. 113 
wer, order any thinge vnjuſtily: Bat 
:thim always conſider, that he isto 
Wieaccount to God. of all his judge- 

rents, and workes. Therefore accor- 
ing tothe order he shall appointe, or 
ſhich the brethrE have amongſt them 
elves , Let them come tothepax, to 
ie commuion, to beginea Plalme, to 
and in the Quire, And inall places 
hatſocuer let not age be regarded in 
he order, nor letit preiudice any man: 
cauſe Samuell & Dauid being chil- 
ren, iudged Prieſts, Therefore excep- 
ng, thoſe whom (as we have {2id) 
he Abbot shall for ſpecial] reaſons 
refer or degrade, ler all the reſt ob- 
zue the order of their conuerfion. As 
for exampleſake ) he who comerh at 
the ſecou hower ofthe dav mui k. ow 
tim(elfe in the Monaſtery to be his ju 
ior, who comes at the firſt houre of. 
the day, of what age or dignity ſocuer 
te be. | 
And let children be put in minde 
of diſciplineand good order by all. Let 
luniors honor their ſeniors , & the ſe- 
NiOrs 
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niors lone their Iuniors, And in t 


law full for any one to call an other | 
his plaine name , but letthe ſeniors 

the Iuniors brothers, and the Innio 

call their {cniors Domnr, v hich {1gn 
fietha fatherly reverence, And let 

Abbor becauſc he repreſenteth the pet 
ſon of Chriſt be called Domnns, a 

Abbotnot as alluming ic himſelfe,b 

given him for the honour & loue « 
Chriſt, And let him remember t 
carry him ſelfe ſo, as he may be'worth 
of {uch honour, And where ſouer th 
brethren meet onean other , let theiu 
nior aske benediftion of the antien 
and che antient paſſing by , ler the iu 
nior rife and giuehim place to fit: nei 
ther lecthenior preſume to fitt wit 
him, voleflc his ſenior command hi 

to full fili that whichis written , pre 
venting each other with honour, Le 
the children or younger {ort in the or: 
rorie and at the table keep their order 
wich diſcipline, andabroa4 or whert 


ſoeuer els let there be carcfall war 


oue 


al 


callinge of their Naimecs, let it not | od 


le 


holy Father $t, Benedi, 15 
xr them, that they alwayes Keep 
od order vntill they come to age of 
(erſtanding.. 


Of or daring. the Abbot. 


Cn inav. 


N the ordaining of the Abbot let 
allways that conſideration be had, 
tt he be choſen whom all the 
nuent with one aſſent in the feare of 
od, or elsapart of the couentchough 
herwiſe ſmall with matnre aduice 
ill chooſe. Andler him whois to be 
lered or conſecrated be choſen for 
5 good deſert of life, learning, and 
{dome , though he be the laſt in the 
muent. And if the whole conuent 
which God forbid) shall wich one + 
nſent chooſe aperſon conſenting to 
teir vices : and the vices themſelues 
tall by ſome means or other come to 
ke made Knowne to the Bishop, { ro 
Thaſe dioceſe that place appertay- 
th ) or to the Abbots or chriſtians 
[- neere 
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neere at hand.,iet them hinder the 
ſent of thoſe wicked men from P: CU: 
ling ,and conſtitute a worthy ſtew; 
oner the houſe of God, knowing J 
for this they $hall receane a good ! 
ward, if they doe it With a pure int 
tion and forthelove of Godas on t 
contrary that they finne if "they n 
olectc it, 

A:1d the Abbortthnsordained, mt 
ailways conſider what burden he ha 
vidertaken, & to whom he is toi 
account of his ſtewardship ; and 
him know thar ic is more behonefi 
for him to doe good to others, then 
beare Rule ouer them. It behone 
him therfore to be iearned in & 
diuine lawe, that he may Know fio 
whence to bring forth new thinges { 
01d, andthat he bechait, mercifull, a 
ſober, andlet him alwayes prefer mer 
Cyc before 1nſt'ce., that he himſel 
maye obtaine mercy. He mutthah 
vice and Icue his brethren, and in cor 
recting, le: him not be rigorous or & 


ceed, leaſt whileſt he leekes to icon 
x ' 
Fe in 


? 
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yellell he breake ir. And let him 
wayes ſuſpeCt his owne frailty, & 
member that a shaken reed is not to 
bro&en. By this we would ſaye, not 
it he ſuffer vice to- be norished, but 
x With prudence and charity he ſeek 
roote them our, 1n iuch manner as 
ſecs to be moſt expedient, 8 let him 
idy ro bee more loued then feared. 
:him not be turbulent or fad, ney- 
er let him be ſuperfluous & obſtinat 
rjelous, or ouer ſuſpicious : forthen 
evil never bear quier. In bis com- 
ands let him be prudent and con(1- 
at; wherher they be thinges: pertai- 
noto God or to the world. Let him 
nl1der well,and moderat the workes 
hich he inioyneth , haueing in minde 
ediſcretis of holy Iacob who fayed. 
Ishall make my flockes to labour 
ter much in goeinge, They will all 
ein onedaye.Hauing therefore theſe 
dd other ceſtimonies of diſcrerion,the 
pther of yertues , let him ſo cemper 
Ithinges, that both the ſtrong maye 
lice co accomplish, and the weake 
: waye 
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 mayenotshrinke backe from yv» 
taking what is commanded. Ang 
pecially that he obierne this pre 
Rule in a'] thinges: that when ke x 
have ſerved well , he may hearef 
our Lord what the good feruant he 
who gaue corneto his fellow ery 
in his txyme. Amen, Ilay vnto you, 
ali his goads he will place him, 


Of rhe Prepoſitns of the Ds 
naſtery.” 


CHa* EXY; 


- 


I! T often tymes happens that 

the ordaining of the prepolt 
oreat ſcandalls ariſe in Monal 
ries; whiles there are ſome puffed 
with the malignant ſpirit of pride,v 
eſteeming themſelues to be {econd! 
bots,& taking vpponthem to tyral 
oner others , nourish ſcandalls : 
make diſſentions in the conuent, : 
eſpecially inthoſe places, where bj 
{ame Bishop or Abbots, w hich or: 


holy Father St. Benedif?, 119 
x Abbot, the prepoulicus is | kewile 
dined, which how vnfuting athinge 
s, may eaſtly be perceaued: Becauſe 
m the very begining of his ordina - 
Mm there 1s occation ,given him of 


ing proud * his th: ougntes {uggeſting 


h:m that he 1s exempt from the Ab- 
t, Becauſe heis ordained by them by 
tom the Abbot himiſelfe is ordained. 
ence arileenuics, chidings, detrac- 
2s, emulations, difſentions & difor- 


rrs:8& whilclt theAbbor and the Pro- 


oſicus are at varlance, it mult needs 


that both theirſoulesrunn a hazard 
thisdiſſention :& thoſe whoare vn- 
rcheircharge, whiles they adhereto 
ries and rcunn Into perdition. The 
ulc of which danger lycth principal- 
'yponthem who werethe authors of 
chan ordination. 
/And therefore wee fore (ee that it 
expedicnt for the conſeruation of 
race and charity , that the whole 
puernment of the Monaſtery depend 
t rhe Abbors will : and if it can be 
bnne,let itbe gouerned by Denes ; as 
before 
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before we haue ordained, that whi 

_ thechargeis committed to mahy 0 
be not made proud. Bur if either t 
place requier 1t, or the conuent $h 
reaſonably & with humility dem; 
It. Arndthe Abbot 1dge it exped.e1 
whomſocuer the Abbot shall choc 
by the counſcile of his brethi& fear 
God, let him ordainefor his Prepof 
tus. Andler the Prepolitus doe th 
thinges With reuerence, which shall 
inoyned him by his Abbot : doing nc 
thing againſt the will or ordinance 
his Abbot, becauſe by how much | 
is preferred before the reſt , by tc 
mach it be houeth him.caretully 

_ obſerue the preceprs of the Rui 
Which Prepoſitus if he shall be fou 
vitious, orſeduced by the haughtn 
of pride , or be founde a contemner 
the holy rule, let him be admonishe 
With wods till fouretimes, & if he de 
not amend, ler the correQion of reg} 
lar diſcipline be giuen him. And 
with thar he amende not, let him | 


depoſed from the dignity of Prepolt ; 
Shi 
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j1ip,& let an other whois wotthy, be 
pbſtitutedin his place. And if after- 
yards he benot quiet & obedient in 
he conuent , Jet him then be expelled 
he Monaſtery. Yet letthe Abbot con- 
ider that he is to giue an account tg 
God of all his adtions, leaſt perhaps 
hs foule be inflamed with enuy or e- 
mulation. 


Of the Porter of the Mo- 
naslery, 


CraAyr. LXVI. 


AZ the gate of the Monaſtery let 
there be placed a wiſe old man, 
yvho knowes how to receave and giue 
nanſwere : whoſe age may nor 1uffer 
him to wander, which Porter ought ta. 
Mhazue his cell neerthe gate : that com= 
mers may alwayes find one ready tore2 
turne them an anſwer, And by and 
Wy aſſone as any one shall knocke, 
or a poore man shal crye, let him anſ+ 


ver Deo gratias;and with all milde- 
nes 
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nes & fears of God let him preſent!y 
give ananſyere With all charity, And 
let the porter if he need for his com. 
fort, haue a Junior brother with him, 
The Monaſtery if it can conuenient. 
ly, ough (oto be built, thatall neceſſi- 
rjes, to witt watter pa mill, a garden, a 
Bakehouſe , and other (cuerall artes 
maye be had an\J practicedin the Mo. 
naſtery , that their be noe neceſſity for 
the monkesto wander abroad,becaulc 
It is in noe ſort expedient for their 
ſoules. And we will haue this Rule 
often read inthe conuent, leaſt any of 
the Brethren excuſe himſelfe of igno- 
Lanccse 


_ —_e 
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Of Brethren that be ſent 6 
Tourney. 
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Et the Brethren tharare tobe ſent 
2 Iourney , commend themſelues 
| totheprayersof all theyc brethren, & 
of the Abbot, & alwayes at the laſt 
þ TT Ine: 


a—  T _N ac us 


& «an 
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SO 
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"aycrof the worke of God, let com- 
momoration of ailche av{ent be made. 


X PTS - » A RAT Do Ee | 
£2dictih2 Breehren retourninge from 


1 igurney in tac very day in Which 
hey rerucne ,, at all the canonical 
Lonres wiienthne woike of God's en- 
id, proftrate on the grounde in tie 
vratorie, and detier the prayers of all 


for their excelles, leaſt perchance cither 
any ſight or hearing of fome euill 
ling, or any idle ſpeech haue ſtole 
rpon them in the way, And let not 
ny preſume to tell others what 
tiinges he hath ſeene or bard abroad 
with out the Monaſtery, Becauſe it is 
a oreatdiſtraCtion tothem. Andif any 
$ball preſume to doe it , let him be 
liableto regular punishment. And lik- 
wiſe he that Shall preſume to goe 
vithout the cloyſters of the Monaſte- 
ry,0r to goe any Whither, or doe any 
thinge thongh nener ſoelitle withour 
the commandof the Abbor. 
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If ampoſvuble thinges be emoyned to ,! 
Brother. 


CHAP. LXVII, 


F any hard or impoſlible thinges be 

.imoyned any Brother, let him re 
ceaue the command of the bidder wit 
all mildnes & obediEce. And if he $hall 
ſee that the burden alrogether exceed 
the meaſure of his ſtrength,ler him pa 
tiently 8 firly ſuggeſt the cauſes ofthe 
impoſllibility thereof ro him is over 
him , not shewing any pride or contra- 
diction , & if after his (uggeſtion, the? 
Prior or antient shall perſiſt in com 
manding it,let the Iunior know,thar it 
is expedient for him : & let him out of 
charity obey, truſtinge in the aſſiſtance 
of God. 


holy Father St. Bencdic?. = 


\ hat one preſume net to defend At athey 
in the Monajtcry. 


Cui» EXIX. 


; JH mult ſpeciall heed be taken 
W4 thac vpon no occalion,one monke 
relume to defend or maintaine ano- 
herin the Monaſtery, chongh they be 
icucr ſoe neare of Kine, let none of 
hem I ſay pretume to doe this in any 
bite : becauſe from thenceexceedin;g 
grcat occaſion of ſcandalle may arife, 
And if any shail tran{zcetle in chis 
point let him beteucrely punished. 


ill 


1 | 
1 | has noe one preſume to beat or excoms 
F '— pnunicate an other. 

Cray, LXX, 


"F" Hat occaſion of all preſumption 
ICCa : pcio 

may be auoyded in the Monal- 

tery, we ordaine and conſtitnte, that it 

be not lawfull for any one to excom- 

F.3 Mut 
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municate 'or beat any of his brethrey 
exceputhoſe who haue power and au 
tority from the Abbor. And ler tho! 
that offende bee reprehended before 
all, that the reſt may be afraide. Bur 
ouer Infants vniil they be fifteen yeers 
of age, ler their bee ſtrict diſcipline &} 
carehad byall ; yer this alſo with di{-W 
cretion & meaſure. For he who $hall 
in any fort yreſume to doe any thinge 
co ſuch as areof riper years without 
the command of the Abbor,or shall be 
vndiſcreetly ſenere cenen to Infants,let 
him be liable toregular diicipline, be: 
cauſe itis written, What thou wilt not 
hanedonne to thy sclte,doe not doe to 
an other, 


That the Brethren be obedtent to 
each other. 


GHAaT. LXXL 


Bedicce is not only tobe yeelded 
tothe Abbot, bur alſo the bre- 


thc ar to obcy onean other, Knowing 
"phat 


hat by this Kind. of oredience rchey 
hallgoe.co Goil.The command r here- 
fore of the Abboror other {-1periours 
conſtituted by tim being -it obeyd, 
b:ftore which we luffer net priuat com- 
nandes to be prefered,in other chinges 
E:tche Iuniors obey cheir elders with 
il charity and diligence. And if any 
be found contentious, let him be re- 
huked. Andit a Brother be rebuked, 
for any euen the lealt hinge by che 
Abbot , or by any of his ſeniors, or if 
he shall bur perceaue the mind of his 
ſenior,to be troobled or moned againſt 
him, though bura licle, let him with- 
out delaye proſtrate at his feete , and 
there }ye cill that commotion be ap- 
xcaſed with Bleſſing , and if any one 
chall concemne co doe it, let him be 
eycther liable co corporall punishment, 
or if he be contumartious , ler him be 


expelledthe Monaſtery, 


0. of 


holy Father St .Benedi, m7. 
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Of the good xeale which Monkes onght 
| to bauc. 


CHAP, LXXIIL 


S thereis an, il zeale of bitternes 

4. which {eperaterh from God, & 
leadeth to hell : foe there is a good 
zcalc which ſeperaterh from vices, & 
leadeth to God and life euerlaſting.Let 
Monkes therefore exerciſe this zeale 
wich moſt feruent lone, that is, that 
they pteuent each ocher with honour, 
that they paciently ſuffer each others 
infirmityes, whether they beot body 
or of minde, and that they {true to 
obey each other. Lernone follow coat 
Which he thinks profitable for Iun= 
ſelfe; but rather what ochcrs chinke 
fitting. Let them $hev7 ail brocherly 
charity with a chaſt ioue, Let them 
feare God, and loue their Abbot with 
a fincere and humbie affettion , and 
prefer nothing at ail beforeChrilt, who 
vouchliafe 


Holy Father $t, Bencdidt, 129 
F jouchſafe to bringe vs, all to life e- 
>" Micclaſting Amen. 
ſhat all obſcrnancec of Iuſtrce 1s not ſett 
diwneinihis Rule, 


"y Cnavy.- LXXIN. 


od 
Y |}, 


KL 7 Ee have writt this Rule 
that by obſeruinge it in 


et . 

Monaſteries, wee may shew ourſeſues 
I & 

o haue in ſome meaſure either ho- 


: jeſtie of manners, orthe beginning of 
Ez good converſation, But for thoſe 
. vho haſten to the perfection of holy 
K conuerſarion, there ar the preceps of 


: be holy farhers: he obſeruance where- 
— of bringerh a man tothe height of per- 
; k&tion. For what ſide of a leafe, or 

what word of 4inine authority of the 
old and new reitament.1s not a moſt 
| ſtraight rule of mars life . or what 
| booke of the holy Cacholke fathers 
: doth not ſound forth this, that wemay 
| | come by a dire& courle to our Crea- 


tor. Moreouer the Collations of the 
fathers 


Co 
&. 
4 alta 
"—_— . _ 4 
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Fathers & their inflitutes & lines, a! 

te. Rileof our holy father Bf 

what cis are they bat examples of we 

living , & obediente monkes and i: 

fruments of vertues. Burt to vsflout] 

full ill lining and negiigent peoplethef 
are a chame and confution. whoſoeuel 
therefore thou art , who haſtens t 
the heavenly country , obſerue by th 

helpe of Chriſt chislicleRule writc fo 
beginners : and then atlength by th 
pcotetion of God thou shalt comete 
Lioſe bicher perteQtions of doctrine,& 
vertues of which we hane before ſpok 
en. To ſuch as fulifiil theſe things 
the Kingdone of heauen $halle lye 0 
pen. Amen. 


